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Dear Friends, 
I have not always been very fond of the month of February – but now it 
is one of my favourite months, because it was on 20 February 2012 
that I was inducted and instituted as Rector of the Benefice.  It was a 
bitterly cold night I recall, and there had been snowfalls leading up to 
the week in which I moved into the Rectory.  This made moving in a 
little challenging – especially for the removals lorry!  I vividly remember 
lying in bed at the end of my moving-in day, wondering what would be 
in store for me here, and what God had been calling me to. 
 

This is something that I’m sure many of you have experienced, that call 
to do something that you’re not really sure about.  That little voice 
inside you that repeats itself over and over, challenging you into doing 
something that may be a little different, a little uncomfortable, even a 
little outrageous.  Sometimes the call is so subtle that it takes some 
time to heed it.  And that call is not just for individuals – it is also for 
communities.  I have noticed that in our benefice different people and 
different groups have been called into starting new ventures – not 
necessarily Church initiated, but they have been about a calling to 
serve the community.  We have initiatives that have been going for a 
while such as Village Friends which meets monthly.  Bradfield St 
George Village Hall runs Bradfield Nights every month where local 
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people can get together.  The W.I. in Cockfield is now running a 
successful coffee morning that is provided every month.  And now 
Bradfield St Clare is running a monthly coffee morning, known as the 
KIT (Keep in Touch) café.  They may not be Christian events, but they 
involve Christians from our Churches. 
 

By being part of these initiatives, Christians in our community show 
what it means to be the hands and feet of Christ in this place, 
demonstrating love and care for their neighbours.  They have heeded 
the call to service, following our Lord’s commandment.   Long may it 
last! 
 

Yours in Christ, 

 
Rev Sharon Potter 
revsharon@btinternet.com 
tel: 01284 828599 or 07825 086063 
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Mission and Ministry Events – helping us to learn together 

 

Growing Together Group 
The Growing Together groups were set up around the diocese in 2016 
to give people the opportunity to meet with others in similar roles, to 
provide and receive support, and to enable growth in faith together 
with others.  They were originally intended for Readers, LLMs and 
Elders, but are open to all.  The next meeting takes place on Tuesday 
19 March, at Bradfield St George Village Hall 7.30pm-9pm.   
 

Dates for future meetings are 21 May, 23 July, 24 September, 19 
November.  All at Bradfield St George Village Hall. 
 
Unlikely Saints and What they Say to Us: Three Modern 
Contemplatives   (there is no charge for this event) 
Thursday 28 March 10.00am – 4.00pm 
Whitton Church Hall, Ipswich IP1 6LT 

This day will be led by Dr Rowan Williams, Master of Magdalene 
College, Cambridge and a theologian, writer and poet. It is one of the 
ongoing Diocesan prayer and spirituality initiatives aiming to 
encourage the priority of prayerfulness at the heart of all we do.Dr 
Rowan Williams writes "I will be looking at the lives and writings of 
three twentieth century women - Maria Skobtsova, Dorothy Day and 
Madeleine Delbrel, all of whom rather broke the mould of 
contemplative life by living a vocation to intense prayer in very 
stressful and active environments. How does their teaching help us 
imagine a life of immersion in God when we are constantly pressured 
to perform/suceed/comply?" 
 
To book please visit Eventbrite: https://20-century-
contemplatives.eventbrite.co.uk.  Or let Revd Sharon know that you 
would like to attend and she will book it on your behalf. 
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Suffolk Theology Forum 

Thursday 7th February 2019 at 7.30pm 
Refreshments available from 7pm 

Dr Denis Alexander 
Emeritus Director of the Faraday Institute for Science and Religion, 

and Molecular Biologist 
Will speak on 

Genes, Determinism and God 
At the Co-op Education Centre, Pedestrian Entrance – 11 Fore Street 
Ipswich, IP4 1JW.  Free Car Park – entrance on Waterworks Street.  

For SatNav use IP4 1JG.   
Entry £5 a meeting.  Free to student card holders.  Open to all, no 

need to book. 
Queries: Vanda Broughton, Forum Secretary.  01728 748289.  

v.broughton@ucl.ac.uk.  Visit the website at www.eefa.net/stf 
 

Dr Alexander writes, lectures and broadcasts widely in the field of 
science and religion.  From 1992-2013 he was Editor of the Journal of 

Science and  Christian Belief. 
 

 

Village Friends 
The next meeting is on Thursday 21 February 
at Felsham Village Hall, 2-4pm.  This month 
there will be a quiz, pancakes and tea.  The 
meeting is open to anyone over the age of 
60, and is a place to relax with friends over a 
cup of tea.  For more information contact Sue 
Jell on 01284 828892 or Lynn Cardale on 01284 386327. 

 



 
 

5 

 
The global refugee crisis: where next? 

You are warmly invited to a  
Coffee Morning 

Saturday 9th March 2019, 10.30-12.30pm, 
at Sparrows Farm House, Chapel Road, Cockfield  

The global refugee crisis 
continues to affect the lives of 
millions, especially in the Middle-
East.  The future for many looks 
bleak.   What kind of help and 
hope can we realistically offer? 
Hal and Lana Jones, Founders of 
Global Hope Network 
International, will be speaking 
about some of the challenges and how they are being addressed in 
countries such as Jordan, Lebanon, Armenia and Myanmar (Burma).  
Do come along and be inspired by some of the encouraging things that 
are happening! 
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Bury Bach Choir 

J S Bach: St Matthew Passion 

Saturday 6 April 2019, 6.30pm  
St Edmundsbury Cathedral, Bury St Edmunds 
 
Robert Murray Evangelist/tenor 
Graeme Danby Jesus        
Fae Evelyn soprano    
Valerie Reid mezzo-soprano   
Tom Asher baritone 
 
Suffolk Baroque Players 
Boy Choristers of St Edmundsbury Cathedral 
Bury Bach Choir 
Philip Reed conductor  
 
Tickets from £16 (under-25s half-price)  
The Apex Box Office   01284 758000   
or online from www.burybachchoir.co.uk 

Bach’s choral masterpiece tells the story of Jesus’s suffering and 
death. Last performed by the Bury Bach Choir twelve years ago, this 
is a rare opportunity to hear the work during Lent.  
For reserved seats you are advised to book early. 
NB Please note earlier than usual start time of 6.30pm 
 

www.burybachchoir.co.uk 
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Unfortunately the Evening with Mark Thompson which was to be held 
on Saturday 2 March has had to be postponed due to unforeseen 
circumstances.   We apologise for any inconvenience this has caused. 
 
And finally…. 
The Seven Deadly Sins by David Williams  - #6 Envy 
Her wet, long dark hair gleamed in the sunlight and clung to her 
shoulders as she emerged from the clear blue sea. Every molecule and 
sinew of her beautifully formed, naked body was in perfect sync, 
droplets of water fell as she glided effortlessly to her beach towel.  
Towelled dry she creamed and put on sun glasses, arched her back and 
gazed into the sun her now glistening silhouette worthy of a glossy 
mag.  She lay down and picked up her book her bronzed buttocks 
flecked with granules of golden sand. Wow! he thought, I wish I looked 
like her.   

 

 

 

Bradfield St George Church fund raising events 
 

Dates for your diary 

Friday 15 March Cricket on and off the pitch (see details elsewhere in RO) 

Friday 10 May Preparing for Chelsea Flower Show an evening with Roger Harvey of Har-
vey’s Garden Plants, Thurston. Inc supper 

Sunday June 9 Open Gardens at West Lodge, Bradfield St George. Afternoon tea ,stalls & a 
chance to wander around this beautiful garden. 

Saturday 28 September Cheese and Chocolate evening. Inc supper 
 

Please put these dates in your diary. More details to follow in future editions of Reaching 
Out 
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Cockfield Benefice Services –  February 2019 
 

 
Sunday 3rd February 
5th Sunday before 
Lent/Candlemas 

9.30am Communion  Bradfield St George 

11am Communion Bradfield St Clare 

6pm Six2seven Felsham Village Hall 

Sunday 10th February 
4th Sunday before 
Lent 

9.30am Communion BCP Gedding 

11am Communion  Cockfield 

4pm Evening Prayer Bradfield St Clare 

Sunday 17th February 
3rd Sunday before 
Lent 

 

8am Said Communion BCP 
 

Cockfield 

9.30am Benefice Family 
Service Felsham 

 
Sunday 24th February 
2nd Sunday before 
Lent 
 

 

9.30am Morning Prayer 
 

Bradfield St George 
 

9.30am Morning Prayer BCP 
 

Gedding 

11am Communion Cockfield 

 
Daily Prayer – all are welcome to come and say prayers in each of 
our benefice churches through the week 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Saturday 
5pm 

Gedding 
9am 

Cockfield 
5pm  

Felsham 
5pm 

Bradfield St 
Clare 

5pm 
Bradfield St 

George 
 
 
Please note these services may be subject to change – for up-to-date 
service times see the benefice website at www.cockfieldbenefice.com 


