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Lent 1 – Deuteronomy 26:1-11, Luke 4:1-13 

Today we start with a party.  And so you’re all thinking, ‘but it’s Lent!’  It may be Lent, but in our old 

testament reading we find Moses telling the people to throw a party at harvest time to remind them 

that the land they are farming is the gift of God.  We will be throwing a party later in the year when 

we celebrate Harvest, also to remind us that the land that we farm is a gift from God. 

But the Israelites do this also because of the story of their ancestors – enslaved in Egypt, liberated by 

God in the Exodus, and given this land – and because it is the story of who they are.    

Often the wilderness is portrayed in Scripture as more than just a dry or deserted land.  It can be 

regarded as a place of spiritual formation, both for individuals and for a whole nation.  Moses 

reminds the people of Israel of this as they prepare to enter the Promised Land.  In the desert, not 

only had they escaped their Egyptian captors, they had also learnt to depend on God for food and 

safety.  In that process they had become a great nation.   They have changed from being 

downtrodden, landless slaves to being a people ready to occupy the promised land.  Well – with a 

few ups and downs on the way! 

When they enter this new land, they will celebrate the fulfilment of God’s promise by offering the 

first fruits of their land.  They will share together in a feast to which the poor, the outsider and the 

stranger will be welcomed.   

Let us now turn to our Luke reading.  Following his baptism, the Holy Spirit drives Jesus out into the 

wilderness.  We can draw some parallels with the Exodus:  God’s people are led into the wilderness, 

where they spend 40 years: and when they enter the Promised Land – do they become the people 

that God wants them to be?  Not really.  Time and time again they turn away from God. 

Now God’s Son, Jesus, is here: will he also turn away from God?   

This is all about Jesus’ vocation and identity being tested.   

Jesus was hungry so the devil dares him to use his power to satisfy his hunger.  In each of the 

temptations, Jesus’ identity is challenged: ‘If you are the Son of God…..’ the implication being that the 

fact he is hungry means that Jesus can’t really be God’s son after all!  The test is to use his power to 

serve his own ends rather than God’s.  If Jesus does his own thing, there can be no salvation.  He will 

turn out to be a son like Israel was – wayward and rebellious.  But Jesus reminds us that we are 

nourished by more than bread; we are sustained by God’s word. 
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So, the focus of attack is shifted.  Luke has stressed that the world is ruled by Rome.  In a parody of 

Psalm 2.7, Jesus is offered all the world’s kingdoms.  But the Kingdoms of the world do not belong to 

satan.  Jesus tells him off with words from Deuteronomy, stressing that he is going to be faithful to 

the true God and Lord of this world: his Father. 

And finally the scene shifts to Jerusalem.  In a parody of the Passion, the devil invites Jesus to test out 

his being the Son of God by putting God to the test.   Again Jesus uses words from Deuteronomy to 

keep his mind focused on fulfilling his destiny as God’s son.  To be the ‘Son of God’ means to walk the 

path laid out for him, and to do the will of the Father whatever it might cost. 

Jesus had to decide what model of power and authority he would use to fulfil his mission – what we 

can see from this reading is that he was not going to use the model of violence and fear used by the 

Romans 

Jesus’ time in the desert follows on from his baptism, where God has declared Jesus is his son, and 

that he is ‘well pleased’ with him.  And it’s almost as if Jesus is intentionally making the break 

between his life as Jesus, the carpenter’s son, to Jesus, the Messiah, and he does this through being 

in a place that is stripped of all the normal human comforts and company, where he can spend time 

alone with his Father. 

So, what do these readings give to us this morning – especially at the beginning of the Lenten 

season? 

I think first of all they tell us about looking back, as well as looking forward.  Moses talks about the 

experiences of the past, and it is those experiences that shape us and form us.  As we think about the 

times in our lives when we have been tested, how have those times helped us to grow in faith? 

Sometimes our lives are disrupted, perhaps through our work, or family, or through sickness.  Or 

perhaps through marriage, or having children, or getting promotion.  Sometimes disruption to our 

normal, everyday lives is welcome, and sometimes it is not.  It is difficult sometimes to make space 

for God at these times, because our attention is diverted, we are tempted to concentrate on our own 

lives, rather than sharing in God’s life. 

We also live in a world where we do what suits us, because we are constantly being told that we can 

do that, we are individuals, we can buy what we want, wear what we want, live as we want.   



3 

 

Jesus rejects the desire to do what suits him rather than what is asked of him by God, the desire to 

possess worldly power and fame at the expense of being faithful to God, and the pressure to be 

diverted from a true relationship with God.  

So what about our own resolve, our ability, to reject such temptations in our own lives?  Sometimes 

that resolve to reject such temptations may not be as strong as that of Jesus himself.  However, we 

must still face up to them.   

Facing up to giving up chocolate or alcohol for Lent is the least of our worries.  Self-denial has always 

formed part of Lent – but what about broadening it out to the rest of the year?  Do we just always do 

what suits us best, or do we give priority to God’s agenda? 

I know that it is easy for me to say that I God’s agenda is high up on my priority list – because that’s 

what you would expect of your priest, and I would like to declare that it is always the first and 

foremost thing that I think about every day. 

And of course, you would know that this isn’t quite true.  I do wake up every morning and thank God, 

first of all for getting me through the night, and secondly for bringing me to such a beautiful place to 

live and work.  But God’s agenda sometimes does slip when other anxieties and feelings creep in.  It 

takes a lot of self-will sometimes to not let those things overwhelm and take over.   

But it also shows that I am only human – just as we all are here today.   

What helps me in my struggles, particularly through Lent as I look inside myself and bring out all 

those dark things that I hate bringing out into the light – is reading about those who have had similar 

issues, and they are often very holy people, who can inspire and give hope in the darkness of our 

lives.   We all have our favourites – so, this Lent, go back to your favourite holy person who has 

inspired you through the years.  Read of their struggle to only have God’s agenda before them, and 

the temptations that have led them away from God, time and time again.  But what draws them back 

to God, always, is Love.  God’s love for us, for his son, for his world.  A love that is stronger than 

death.  Now that’s worth having a party for! 

Amen 

 

 

 


