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Dear Friends, 
I recently chaired part of the March Diocesan Synod - my first 
experience of doing so since I was elected Chair of the House of Clergy 
last October.  I have to admit I was very nervous - but in the end I just 
thought of it as a large Parochial Church Council meeting (there were 
over 100 people present) and once I got going my fears melted and I 
wondered why I had felt so anxious. 
 

But that's often the way isn't it?  It's the fear of the unknown, 
approaching something that we've never experienced before can cause 
fear and trepidation, or sometimes it can cause excitement as we look 
forward to something that we think might be very pleasurable.  These 
are human emotions, and we are all subject to them.  This was one of 
the reasons that God sent his Son Jesus to live among us, so that God 
could experience these emotions and know how it feels to live a 
human life. 
 

Holy Week and Easter provokes a huge range of emotion as we move 
from Palm Sunday and the adulation of the crowd as Jesus rode on a 
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donkey into Jerusalem, to utter despair when he is betrayed, tried, 
flogged and humiliated and then hung cruelly on a cross.  We then 
move to elation as on Easter Sunday as Jesus is resurrected from the 
dead.   
 

Even though we may have experienced Holy Week and Easter many 
times, it still manages to leave us both profoundly shocked and 
surprised.   And it should.  The fact that Jesus came and gave of 
himself, totally and utterly, to show God's love for us, is the most 
profoundly shocking and surprising act of all time.   
 

But his death did more than to show God's love for us, it enabled our 
relationship with God to be restored.  When we put our trust in Jesus 
we believe that the Holy Spirit is giving us once again the freedom to 
live life as God intended, in fellowship with each other, with the earth 
and with God. 
 
I believe that there are two evils in our world today, one is the way in 
which we treat our planet which has grave consequences both now 
and for future generations, and the second is the way in which we treat 
each other.  I pray that this Easter, as we celebrate our Lord's 
resurrection we will re-dedicate ourselves to protecting the earth, and 
to promoting peace amongst us all.  A prayer on climate change is 
published in Reaching Out this month - please do use it in your daily 
prayer. 
 

I do hope that you will travel with us through Holy Week and Easter at 
our services, and when Easter arrives that the chocolate will taste 
good! 
 
Yours in Christ, 

 
Rev Sharon Potter 
revsharon@btinternet.com    
tel: 01284 828599 or 07825 086063 
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As we continue to work towards raising awareness of the impact of 
Climate Change in our world, this lovely prayer from Christian Aid can 
help us as we pray for the earth and all creation. 
 
A prayer on climate change 
You spoke into the silence 
Light suffusing darkness. 
You spoke into the silence 
Blowing clean life giving air into the space 
You spoke into the silence 
Warmth and cold infusing the air 
You spoke into the silence 
Solid ground formed out of gushing water. 
You spoke voice carrying over the sound 
People, plants and animals came to life. 
You spoke each creation balanced against the next so life would be 
abundant and sustainable. 
You saw everything you had made and declared it to be very good. 
You spoke choosing to give us humans stewardship over all that You 
had made. 
We speak and act 
Darkness of pollution limits light levels and damages the air we 
breathe. 
We speak and act 
Ground poisoned, burnt, stripped bare. 
We speak and act 
Spoiling, limiting, destroying quality of life and life itself. 
We speak and act 
Without hearing Your call over the noise of the world to be good 
stewards. 
You speak. You create. You want us to be stewards of Your creation. 
We come to You to re-learn how to care for the earth and people you 
have made. 

Katrina Rowland, April 2017. 
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Farewell to Lucyann and James 
We say goodbye to Lucyann and James Ashdown who are moving to 
the lovely county of Dorset in April.  Their last service with us will be on 
Sunday 07 April at Bradfield St Clare Church at 11am.   We have really 
enjoyed having them as part of our benefice and will miss their 
ministry among us.   We pray for them both in this exciting new 
chapter of their life together. 
 

 
Village Friends 
The next meeting is on Thursday 18th April  
at Felsham Village Hall, 2-4pm. This month 
there will be an Easter activity and tea.  The 
meeting is open to anyone over the age of 
60, and is a place to relax with friends over a 
cup of tea.    Please ring Rev Sharon if you'd 
like a lift to this month's meeting. 

 
 
Bradfield St Clare Church is holding a 
'Decorate an Easter Egg Competition'.  
Open to all ages, 0-100.  Please pick up 
instructions from the back of church or 
from Pat Hipwell tel. 01284 386636.  
Eggceedingly easy!   
 
 

 
Growing Together Group 
The next meeting of the Growing Together group takes place on 
Tuesday 21 May at Bradfield St George Village Hall 7.30pm-9pm.  
Dates for future meetings are 3 July, 24 September, 19 November.  All 
at Bradfield St George Village Hall.  Anyone can attend, just turn up on 
the night.  For more information speak to William or Lynn Cardale  
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Come to a Spring Coffee Morning on Saturday 27 
April, 10.00 to 12.30, at Northside, Howe Lane, 
Cockfield (Morag and Norman’s house). Stalls will 
include plants, cakes and bread, books, preserves, 
bric-a-brac and tombola. Entry £2 to include 
coffee/tea and a cake. ALL WELCOME! 
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Preparing for the Chelsea Flower Show 

 
Friday 10 May 2019 

 

7 for 7.30pm 
 

Bradfield St George Village Hall 
 

Talk and Supper £17.50 
 

Bar 

 
 

A fascinating talk by Roger Harvey on preparations for Chelsea 
where he exhibits award winning Hellebores, followed by supper. 

 
Harvey's Garden Plants is a family run nursery in Suffolk, growing an 
extensive range of hardy herbaceous plants and has been awarded 

RHS Gold Medals for displays of rare and unusual shade and 
woodland plants at the Chelsea Flower Show in 2006, 2007, 2009, 

2012, 2017 & 2018. 
 

For more details and tickets contact:  
Lynn Cardale  lcardale@hotmail.com 01284 386327 

or Christine Stainer christinestainer57@gmail.com  01284 388175 
Special dietary requirements?  Just let us know in advance. 
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Event:  Annual Parochial Church Meeting  
Date:  30th April 2019 at 7pm 
Place:  Cockfield Village Hall 

 
We are once again holding a joint APCM for the benefice and invite 
everyone to attend.  This year is a special year as the electoral roll has 
to be renewed.  If you have not filled out a form to apply to be on the 
register, then please do let me or your churchwarden know.  The roll 
must be ready two weeks before the APCM, so the deadline is 15th 
April. 
 
Please do come to the APCM - as it is a good time to hear about the 
work that is going on in the parishes, and across the benefice as a 
whole, and to share fellowship with one another with some 
refreshments when the meeting is over.   

 
 

Celtic Morning/Evening Prayer 
Prayer is the bedrock of our faith, and it is good 
to pray with others and not just on our own.  A 
few years ago, we began to pray daily in each of 
our churches in the benefice.  However, due to 
the pressures on everyone's diaries from April 
our daily prayer will be moving to a twice a week 
slot, Tuesday mornings at 9am at Cockfield, and 
Thursday evenings at 5pm at Bradfield St Clare.  

This is a very short act of said worship (around 15 minutes long) taken 
from the book ''The Rhythm of Life' by David Adam.  Everyone is 
welcome to come and gather at these times, an oasis of calm in the 
midst of the business that often surrounds us.   

Revd Sharon 
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Cockfield Benefice Services –  April 2019 
 
Sunday 7th April 
5th Sunday of 
Lent/Passion Sunday 

9.30am Communion  Bradfield St George 

11am Communion Bradfield St Clare 

6pm Six2seven – with Richard Stainer 
talking about the Kagera Lent appeal Felsham Village Hall 

Sunday 14th April 
Palm Sunday 

Walk of witness, starting at Gedding at 10am walking to 
Felsham, 11am Communion service at Felsham 

Monday 15th April, Tuesday 16th April, Wednesday 17th April, a service of Compline 
(Night Prayer) will be held at 7pm each night at Bradfield St Clare, where we welcome 
the Archdeacon of Sudbury, the Ven Dr David Jenkins to lead and give a series of talks 
for holy week.   

Thursday 18th April 7pm Maundy Thursday Communion & 
Footwashing Bradfield St Clare 

Friday 19th April 2pm Good Friday Meditations Bradfield St George 

Sunday 21st April 
Easter Day 

9.30am Family Service Felsham 

9.30am Communion BCP Gedding 

10am Communion Cockfield 

11am Communion Bradfield St Clare 

 
Sunday 28th April 
Second Sunday of 
Easter 
 

 

9.30am Morning Prayer Bradfield St George 
 

9.30am Morning Prayer BCP Gedding 

11am Communion Cockfield 

 
A service of Celtic Morning Prayer is held every Tuesday at Cockfield at 9am 

A service of Celtic Evening Prayer is held every Thursday at Bradfield St Clare at 5pm 
All are welcome – these services are approximately 15 minutes in duration. 

 
Please note these services may be subject to change – for up-to-date service times see 
the benefice website at www.cockfieldbenefice.com 


