
Easter 6 – Acts 16.9-15, John 14.23-29 
 
We are moving towards the end of the Easter season – which ends on Ascension Day this 

Thursday.  We will be holding a communion service at St Clare on Thursday at 7.30pm – and 

then begins the ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ period – the days between Ascension and Pentecost 

which we now use to pray.  Now I know that we already pray – but you can never have 

enough prayer, and Thy Kingdom Come – which I’ve written about in this month’s Reaching 

Out, is a call from our Archbishops to pray for those who have not encountered Jesus – that 

they will somehow, somewhere, come into contact with someone who will tell them about 

the faith, and that the Holy Spirit will be at work in them, enabling them to respond to what 

they have heard. 

 

There are no statistics telling us how many have come to know Jesus through the Thy 

Kingdom Come movement – but that really doesn’t matter.  What matters is that we 

respond to the call from God to pray for those who don’t yet know that God is within them.  

We are not bringing God to them, because God is already there – open and willing to lead 

them into a relationship with Him, and his Son Jesus.  And through prayer, we show our 

intention to nurture and encourage one another into a deeper life with Christ – so that the 

fruits of the Spirit will flow from us, and those outside the church community will see us and 

want to have a part in what we share as Christians. 

 

Today’s readings are about being open and responsive to the Spirit.  In our Acts reading Paul 

has a vision during the night which summons him to cross the Aegean Sea from Troas, in 

today’s northern Turkey, to the Roman province of Macedonia, in northern Greece.   He 

goes to Europe for the first time, travelling to Philippi, a Greek city at the heart of a Roman 

colony.  On the sabbath he finds a ‘place of prayer’ by the river – perhaps a synagogue, or 

perhaps just an open-air meeting place.  It is believed that Jews liked to meet by running 

water. 

 

One of the women there is named Lydia.  She is from Thyatria, in Asia Minor, a centre of 

cloth making and dyeing.  As a ‘dealer in purple cloth’ she sells the produce of her home 

city.  Like Cornelius, who we find in Acts chapters 10 – 11, she is a Gentile ‘worshipper of 



God’, attracted to the Synagogue by its values and beliefs.  She might have been a 

benefactor to the small Jewish community.  Acts tells us how people like her, on the fringes 

of the Synagogue, became converts to the Jesus movement.  Verse 15 suggests that Lydia is 

the head of her household, an independent and influential woman.  Her baptism would 

have made quite an impression on the community.  And by accepting her hospitality, Paul 

(like Peter) crosses more than geographical boundaries in the name of Jesus. 

 

This story reveals to us Paul’s missionary strategy to the Gentiles.  He is open and 

responsive to God’s initiative.  By going to the Synagogue first, he sees Gentile converts – 

such as Lydia.  They are not defined by their Jewishness – but by their faith in the crucified 

and risen Jesus.  Paul’s ministry is making the astounding claim that God’s covenant with 

Israel is not abandoned, but fulfilled, and forever being renewed in the Messiah – in Jesus.  I 

think we forget sometimes how shocking Paul’s message was.   

 

It is a wondrous thing that Paul was able to have such a faith in Jesus, particularly as he had 

not been part of the group that had lived through the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus.   

 

But we rewind in our Gospel reading from John, when Jesus is still alive, and is teaching the 

disciples how to live when he is no longer with them.  It was important for Jesus to do this, 

because once he has gone, the disciples could be left facing a dangerous time, and when 

groups come under threat, they can react in a number of ways.  First they might fight back if 

attacked.  Or they might turn against each other.  Or they might turn outwards and offer 

back to the world what they have experienced as a source of healing.  John has Jesus 

offering this last option – he urges the disciples, as a community of friends to hold together 

as they learn to keep his word by living out the sacrificial service he has modelled.  Not just  

to imitate Jesus – but to show the fruit of grace.   

 

‘My peace’ says Jesus is ‘not as the world gives’.  It is not enforced by a ruler or government.  

It is gentle, and it is vulnerable.  And it is in this vulnerability that it’s power lies.  A power to 

hold together a community that lives with fear and confusion.  That peace is quite simply a 

gift. 

 



As we look to Jesus as the one who informs us how to live – we can take something of his 

peace into our own hearts. 

 

But what does that really mean?  What does it look like?  How do we live in this world, 

which appears to be changing into a world that is no longer stable, where the threat of 

violence lurks in every corner, where democracy appears to be under threat in so many 

parts of the world, where freedom – which we believe is a universal right for every human 

being – is being slowly eroded.  Where the rich and powerful appear not to care about the 

poor and the powerless. 

 

How can Jesus’ peace be with us and our community?  We share the peace every week in 

our communion service, how can that peace manifest itself in our hearts and give us the 

courage and strength that we need to tackle the injustices that we see all around us. 

 

Well, we only need to re-read this passage from the gospel to know the answer to those 

questions.  Jesus has left us his peace – and if we invest in that peace, if we do not let the 

worries of the world make us anxious – not through not caring or discharging our 

responsibilities – but coming to an understanding that being anxious is really not necessary.  

That there is something outside ourselves – there is the Spirit, and if we call on the Spirit to 

help us and to centre us, through our prayer, be that individually or collectively, we will 

come to know an easier way of living and being – free of the anxiety that holds so many of 

us back in society today.  As I look at the children who will be leaving Cockfield Primary 

School in the summer  – the one thing I want to say to them, is ‘do not be worried or upset, 

believe in God and believe also in Jesus’.  Yes, they will still face challenges in life, they will 

still feel the need to ‘fit in’ with their peers, they will have to deal with the anxieties that 

face all teenagers, but if they choose to accept the invitation to follow Jesus, to learn that in 

Jesus they are accepted for who they are, not what they can be or achieve, then they can 

relax. 

 

And that is a lesson for us all.  In that quite worn out phrase, to ‘let go and let God’.  Perhaps 

we should all try it some time. 

Amen. 


