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Dear Friends, 
As we look towards Spring and the world awakening with the new colour it 
seems as if our benefice is awakening from hibernation after the dark days of 
January and February.  There are lots of events and happenings going on 
during March and April, so please note them in your diary and support them.  
May I draw your attention in particular to our Six2Seven Slot on March 3rd at 
6pm at Felsham Village Hall.  Michael Green, who is a CMS Mission Partner, 
and grew up in Felsham, returns to speak about his work in Ipswich where he 
serves people from the Middle East.  Michael has suffered with some health 
problems of late, so it will be good to see him again. 
 
Lent begins with our annual Ash Wednesday service at Felsham Church on 6th 
March at 11am.  Please do come and join us if you can for this moving service 
with the imposition of ashes. 
 
The Church of England has produced a beautiful booklet with 40 daily 
reflections on the Beatitudes written by Steven Croft for use during Lent.  If 
you’d like a copy then please let me know.  You can find out more about the 
Church of England’s Lent campaign at www.churchofengland.org/Lent. 
Alternatively, why not join a home group for Lent?  If you’d like more 
information on the homegroups in the benefice then please do get in touch. 
Lent is not just about giving up chocolate and/or alcohol – it is about 
deepening our faith through study and prayer. 

..…on behalf of the 
Benefice Churches of 
Bradfield St Clare, 

Bradfield St George with 
Little Whelnetham, 

Cockfield, Felsham and 
Gedding 
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But of course, we can have fun with pancakes on Shrove Tuesday before it all 
starts! 
 
Yours in Christ, 

 
Rev Sharon Potter 
revsharon@btinternet.com 
tel: 01284 828599 or 07825 086063 
 

 

Women’s World Day of Prayer Service  
for the Lavenham Deanery 

‘Come- everything is ready’ 
A service for the women of Slovenia 

Friday 1st March at 2pm 
Note new venue: Bradfield St Clare Church 

Followed by refreshments 
All welcome (including men!) 

 
 

She deserves £1.86 
£1.86 is the amount a cocoa farmer in West Africa needs to earn each day in 
order to achieve a living income. Currently, a typical cocoa farmer in Cote 
d’Ivoire lives on around 74p a day. Almost all cocoa farmers in West Africa 
live in poverty. 

For the women the situation is even worse. They may plant and harvest on 
the farm, look after children, carry water, collect wood, cook and clean for 
the family, and transport the cocoa beans to market but often with fewer 
rights than men. 

That is why Fairtrade Fortnight (25th Feb. – 10th March - as you read this we 
are probably in the middle of it!) is focusing on a living income to become a 
reality for cocoa farmers in West Africa. If we can work together with 
governments, chocolate companies and retailers to make the commitments 
and policies necessary, then we can make it happen. Justice is at the very 
heart of the Christian message which is why so many of us try to do our bit to 
make the world a fairer place. The parable of the prodigal son tells us to 
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‘show mercy’ to our neighbour. That ‘neighbour’ includes those who supply 
us with the products which we buy. Fairtrade Fortnight is a good opportunity 
to review our spending habits and see if we can make more Fairtrade 
products a regular part of our weekly shop. 

After all many of them are now available on our supermarket shelves. This 
might also be a great time to visit Just Traid in St John’s Street and look at 
their wide range of Fairtrade food and gift items. The café serves excellent 
Fairtrade tea and coffee as well as some wonderful cakes. If you haven’t been 
in, or been in for a while, you might be surprised by its new range of stock. 
Several people in our benefice volunteer there so you may also meet a 
familiar face.  

Of course, you will also be 
able to stock up on some 
wonderful Divine 
chocolate on our church 
stalls at many services 
over the fortnight. Divine 
has some delicious new 
flavours made from 
organic chocolate from 
São Tomé in West Africa. 

If you go to http://www.fairtrade.org.uk/en/get-involved/current-
campaigns/fairtrade-fortnight You can find out how else you could help 
ensure that cocoa farmers get a living wage. 

 

Growing Together Group 
The Growing Together groups were set up around the diocese in 2016 to give 
people the opportunity to meet with others in similar roles, to provide and 
receive support, and to enable growth in faith together with others.  They 
were originally intended for Readers, LLMs and Elders, but are open to all.  
The next meeting takes place on Tuesday 19 March, at Bradfield St George 
Village Hall 7.30pm-9pm.  Dates for future meetings are 21 May, 23 July, 24 
September, 19 November.  All at Bradfield St George Village Hall. 
 
If you’d like to know more about the group that meets at Bradfield St George 
then please speak to William or Lynn Cardale. 
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The global refugee crisis: where next? 
You are warmly invited to a  

Coffee Morning 
Saturday 9th March 2019, 10.30-12.30pm, 

at Sparrows Farm House, Chapel Road, Cockfield  
The global refugee crisis continues to affect the lives of 

millions, especially in the Middle-East.  The future for many looks bleak.   
What kind of help and hope can we realistically offer? 
Hal and Lana Jones, Founders of Global Hope Network International, will be 
speaking about some of the challenges and how they are being addressed in 
countries such as Jordan, Lebanon, Armenia and Myanmar (Burma).  
Do come along and be inspired by some of the encouraging things that are 
happening! 
 

The Bishops’ Lent Appeal 2019 
As you may know, this year’s Bishops’ Lent Appeal is 
focused again on our link diocese of Kagera and we 
very much hope you will want to take part. This year 
the theme of the appeal is ‘educating for self-
sufficiency’ All the money raised will go towards 
three specific areas: 

1. Helping young people build a better future. 
2. Helping farmers survive climate change.  
3. Helping priests lead their people out of 

poverty.  

You can be a part of the Bishops’ Lent Appeal for Kagera in a number of ways: 
• Please pray for the Diocese of Kagera, its people and its many challenges. 

Prayer ideas are on the website 
http://www.cofesuffolk.org/bishops/kagera-lentappeal 

• Leaflets at the back of our churches tell you how to send a donation to 
our Diocese for the Lent Appeal. 

• More information is to be found on the Diocesan website including some 
fund-raising ideas http://www.cofesuffolk.org/bishops/kagera-lentappeal 

• The Lent Challenge is a fun way of raising money and finding out more 
about the lives of our brothers and sisters in Kagera. Copies of these are 
at the back of most of our churches.  
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• Please contact me at richard.stainer14@gmail.com or phone 01284 
388175 and I will happy to help with any queries.  

Bishop Mike says, “Together we can make a huge and lasting impact on the 
quality of lives of some of our poorest brothers and sisters in Christ – let’s 
take the opportunity and regard it as a privilege to do so.”Thank you for your 
support. 

Richard Stainer 
 

Village Friends 

The next meeting is on Thursday 21st March at 
Felsham Village Hall, 2-4pm.The meeting is open 
to anyone over the age of 60, and is a place to 
relax with friends over a cup of tea.  For more 
information contact Sue Jell on 01284 828892 or 
Lynn Cardale on 01284 386327. 

 
 

 

 

 
Tea and Tulips 

2019  

 
St Clare PCC invites you to The Lodge in Bradfield St Clare to once more 
enjoy seeing the tulips whilst sipping a cup of tea. We plan to hold this 
event during late April - an actual date with further details will be 
announced soon. At the time of writing (17th Feb) it is not easy to predict 
when the tulips might be at their best! 

 

There will also be a plant stall and a raffle. 
 

All proceeds are in aid of St Clare Church funds 
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Bury Bach Choir 
J S Bach: St Matthew Passion 
Saturday 6 April 2019, 6.30pm  
St Edmundsbury Cathedral, Bury St Edmunds 
 

Robert Murray Evangelist/tenor                    Suffolk Baroque Players 
Graeme Danby Jesus                                        Boy Choristers of St  
Fae Evelyn soprano           Edmundsbury Cathedral 
Valerie Reid mezzo-soprano                      Bury Bach Choir 
Tom Asher baritone                                          Philip Reed Conductor 
 
Tickets from £16 (under-25s half-price)  
The Apex Box Office   01284 758000   
or online from www.burybachchoir.co.uk 
Bach’s choral masterpiece tells the story of Jesus’s suffering and death. 
Last performed by the Bury Bach Choir twelve years ago, this is a rare 
opportunity to hear the work during Lent.  
For reserved seats you are advised to book early. 
NB Please note earlier than usual start time of 6.30pm 

 
Come to a Spring Coffee Morning on Saturday 27 
April, 10.00 to 12.30, at Northside, Howe Lane, 
Cockfield (Morag and Norman’s house). Stalls will 
include plants, cakes and bread, books, preserves, bric-
a-brac and tombola. Entry £2 to include coffee/tea and a 
cake. ALL WELCOME! 
 
The Seven Deadly Sins by David Williams  - #7 Pride 
They were great friends but bitter rivals, the annual Flower Show was their 
battle ground and everyone knew it.  The giant marrow competition was all 
that mattered and the winner would crow  for months.  This year was no 
exception both had grown giant specimens but suddenly there was a 
newcomer, a challenger.  On show day a squeaky barrow wheel heralded the 
arrival of a perfect example of unblemished fruit, the biggest ever.   Downcast 
they watched the monster placed and the display table almost groaned under 
the weight.  Judging was swift, the coveted first gone and the usurper basked 
in glory. 
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Friday 15 March 2019 

7 for 7.30pm  

Bradfield St George Village Hall 

Talk and 3 Course Dinner £20  

Bar available 

The international cricketer and 
well-known TV commentator 
for Sky Sports, Nick Knight, will 
give a talk entitled “Cricket on 
and off the pitch”. Nick will 
describe his experiences and 
recall anecdotes from his 
career both as a player and 
broadcaster. He will then take 
questions.  

Future events planned for this year include: An evening with Roger 
Harvey, Chelsea Flower Show winner; West Lodge Open Garden; 
Cheese and Chocolate Evening; church gift day. 

Fund raising event for Bradfield St George Church  

Tower Project 

For more details or tickets contact : 

Lynn Cardale lcardale@hotmail.com 01284 386327 or  

Christine Stainer  christinestainer57@gmail.com 01284 388175 

Special dietary requirements? Just let us know in advance please. 
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Cockfield Benefice Services –  March 2019 
 
Sunday 3rd March 
Sunday next before 
Lent 

9.30am Communion  Bradfield St George 

11am Communion Bradfield St Clare 

6pm Six2seven – with Michael 
Green of CMS Felsham Village Hall 

Wednesday 6th March 11am Communion & Ashing  Felsham 

Sunday 10th March 
1st Sunday of Lent 

9.30am Communion BCP Gedding 

11am Communion  Cockfield 

4pm Evening Prayer Bradfield St Clare 

Saturday 16th March 
 
3-5pm 
 

Felsham Village Hall 

Sunday 17th March 
2nd Sunday of Lent 

8am Communion BCP Cockfield 

9.30am Benefice Family Service Felsham 

 
Sunday 24th March 
3rd Sunday of Lent 
 

9.30am Morning Prayer Bradfield St George 

9.30am Morning Prayer BCP Gedding 

11am Communion Cockfield 

 
Sunday 31st March 
Mothering Sunday 

8am Communion BCP Bradfield St Clare 

10am Mothering Sunday Service Cockfield 
 

Daily Prayers – all are welcome! 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Saturday 

5pm 
Gedding 

9am 
Cockfield 

5pm  
Felsham 

5pm 
Bradfield St 

Clare 

5pm 
Bradfield St 

George 
Please note these services may be subject to change – for up-to-date service times see 
the benefice website at www.cockfieldbenefice.com 


