
Ascension Day address 
 
There are times in a Rector's life when it would be wonderful to be in two (or even three) 

places at once - and it is particularly so across the Summer when we have many fundraising 

and social events across the villages and the benefice.  I'm sure you've all experienced the 

same feeling - there are several things going on and you'd really like to be at them all, but it 

isn't physically possible (sometimes it's not actually affordable!).  A Tardis would come in 

jolly handy. 

 

But we don't have access to a Tardis, so we have to do our best in choosing those events 

that are perhaps fundraising for the most worthy causes - or the most enjoyable, or  even a 

combination of both.   

 

Jesus wasn't facing the dilemma of having to choose which event to support when he 

walked this earth, but in his time on earth he couldn't be everywhere at once.  We have the 

evidence in scripture for those times when he was really needed and wasn't there.  There's 

the time when Mary and Martha got very upset because Jesus was not there when his 

beloved friend Lazarus was dying.  He didn't arrive in time for his death: although he made 

up for that by raising Lazarus from the dead.  There was also the time when the disciples 

were at sea in a storm and Jesus had to go to them.    Sometimes I like to imagine the 

conversation between Mary and Martha having just attended to Lazarus: 'Where's Jesus just 

when you need him?', Mary perhaps gave some excuse for Jesus' absence, Martha perhaps 

sighing and rolling her eyes - a little exasperated with him. 

 

The disciples may have sympathised with that exasperation.  In our Ascension reading from 

Acts, they are still in the mindset of Jesus' as the Messiah who would rid them of the 

Romans - they hadn't yet understood the significance of the crucifixion and the resurrection 

- they were still bound up with the earthly Jesus.  They had lost him once, and we can have 

sympathy with them for wanting to hold on to him.  He was their leader, their teacher, their 

pastor, their friend.  A future without him was unthinkable.   

 



And so......Jesus once again has to explain to them, he has to 'open their minds to 

understand the scriptures' as it says in the reading from Luke. 

 

And then Jesus ascends.  I have heard that ascension be described in various ways - was 

Jesus set on a fast trajectory into the clouds?  Or was it a gentle levitation until he 

disappeared?  I don't think that the mechanics of the Ascension truly matter.  What matters 

is that with the ascension of Jesus, the first act of the Christian story ends, and the next act 

begins.  The Ascension is of huge importance - even if it may not seem so with the numbers 

of people here tonight gathered to mark it.  At Christmas we celebrate God made incarnate 

- God made flesh, at the Ascension we celebrate humanity being raised to God.  Jesus 

became human so that we might share in the Divine! 

 

It is also important because Jesus is freed from the restrictions of time and space - he is now 

available to us wherever we are.  He is here and with us now.  We begin many of our 

services by saying 'The Lord is here.  His Spirit is with us'.  It is good to acknowledge the 

wonder and the full meaning of this great truth: that the Lord is here. 

 

Jesus returns to the Father.  Luke in his Gospel says 'He was carried up to heaven.'  In Acts, 

Luke says, 'He was lifted up and a cloud took him out of their sight'.  This is a special cloud; it 

is like the cloud that hid the presence of God from Moses and the people of Israel.  The 

cloud is about the hidden glory of God, ever present with us.   

 

Though he has gone from our sight, Jesus is ever-present and with us.  We should rejoice in 

the company of the risen and ascended Lord. 

 

We meet in his name: we share his peace: and we await the coming of the Spirit. 

 

Amen. 

 


