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Dear Friends, 
How the year flies by!  It does not seem any time at all since I sat at my 
desk writing my letter for the first Reaching Out of 2019.  Yet here we 
are over half-way through the year already.  As the crops ripen in the 
fields many of us will be looking forward to some time off over the 
summer.  I know that our children can't wait to finish the school term 
even though their parents may not have the same enthusiasm!  We are 
offering a holiday club once again in Cockfield in August and details can 
be found in this issue of Reaching Out.   
 

The theme of our holiday club this year is 'We love the World'.  It's 
about being stewards of God's creation.   As Christians we are called to 
protect and care for life on our planet because we are in relationship 
with God, as Father, Son and Holy Spirit - the Holy Trinity.  We recently 
celebrated Trinity Sunday and at our Family Service we thought about 
what that really means, and in the context of what Jesus said in 
Matthew Chapter 25 ' I was hungry and you gave me food to eat. I was 
thirsty and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger and you welcomed 
me.  I was naked and you gave me clothes to wear. I was sick and you 
took care of me. I was in prison and you visited me.’We are called to 
love our neighbours as ourselves, as well as to love the world in which 
we live.   
 

It may seem at times that we can do very little, both about our world 
and about the hardship that faces so many people here at home and 
across the world.  However, it does not matter how small our 
contribution may seem because when it is all added together it 
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becomes a great movement.  I am very encouraged by the way in 
which our churches in the benefice have pledged to find ways of being 
kind to the environment, from leaving parts of our churchyard to grow 
wild to support insect and plant -life, to using fairtrade coffee at our 
morning services.  It was also wonderful to learn that £2,424.55 was 
collected during Christian Aid week in May - well done to all those who 
took part! 
 

So, as we head towards the summer, let us rejoice in God's world, and 
look forward to spending time with one another at our summer events 
(hence the raffle prize cartoon below!) 
 
Yours in Christ, 

 
Rev Sharon Potter 
revsharon@btinternet.com    
tel: 01284 828599 or 07825086063 
 

 

 
 

mailto:revsharon@btinternet.com
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Catching the Fire.... 
 
My daughter has a notice on the windowsill in her bathroom that says, 
‘Wake up and be awesome today’. In the Oxford English Dictionary the 
word awesome means inspiring, dreaded, with today’s interpretation 
meaning excellent. 
 
I’m not a big fan of changing the meaning of some words but at 
Pentecost the disciples had moments of inspiration, dread and yes, 
being awesome. Even before receiving the Holy Spirit, there was an 
assurance to their faith; an expectation, a confidence and belief that 
they could minister to the world. The message was worth sharing.  
 
It’s like a newspaper sitting on a sensational scoop, waiting for the 
most opportune time to release the story, or first night nerves at the 
beginning of a play or concert. These performances often have an 
electrifying atmosphere as players reach out beyond themselves to 
give what can often be a special production. Times haven’t changed in 
2000 years; your audience is still your best advert. 
 
The disciples had the advantage of being filled with the Holy Spirit, but 
enthusiasm and self-belief go a long way; and is infectious, yet that 
doesn’t mean the Holy Spirit is not at work. You may not be spiritually 
drunk or speak in tongues, but we have a USP (unique selling point) – 
our faith - it's exclusive (although utterly inclusive!) and if you are a 
salesperson that is priceless. 
 
So, prove your audience wrong, be confident in your faith: be 
awesome, inspiring, rousing or whatever you feel comfortable with. It’s 
not always the loudest or the pushiest who make the long-term news 
but the ones who with their quiet, meaningful belief and conviction 
that are inspiring to the rest of us. 

Steve Smith 
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Worshipping Together 
We had our first 'Worshipping Together' service on 26th May at 
Bradfield St George and by the time you read this we will have had our 
second service in June.  The service is informal and aims to encourage 
regular worshippers as well as to attract newcomers in a stimulating 
environment.   
 

The first service attracted 34 attenders and feedback was encouraging.  
Those arriving for the service were greeted by a welcome team, and 
even before the service began there was a buzz of friendly greetings.  
The sermon was replaced with an interactive talk, illustrated with 
pictures projected on to a screen, which proved to be successful.  'This 
time tomorrow', in which the congregation can share with a neighbour 
what they will be doing the next day, generated some lively chat. 
 

All this could not have taken place without the help of about 12 
supporters under the chairmanship of Reverend Sharon.  Each parish 
has an ambassador for the service, so if you would like to know more, 
telephone William Cardale on 01284 386327, or email 
william@cardale.co and he will try to answer your questions or put in 
you in touch with a parish ambassador.  We look forward to see you on 
28th July at 9.30am! 
 

William Cardale 
 
 

Thanks from Bradfield St George PCC 
A big thank you to everyone who helped at the West Lodge Open 
Garden on 9th June.  Almost £2,000 was raised towards the Tower 
Project. 
 

 
Bradfield St Clare PCC invites everyone to their Patronal Communion 
being held on Sunday 4th August at 11am.  Drinks and nibbles 
following the service! 
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You are warmly invited to enjoy good food 
and wine in three different locations within 
Lt Whelnetham on Sunday, July 7th.  You 
start at one place at 12.20 pm , then after 40 
minutes, you walk to another location to 

meet others and to partake of more bite sized portions of food 
before moving on after another 40 minutes to your last destination 
for dessert, cheese and biscuits and more wine or beverages. It is a 
chance to meet different people, have a bite to eat and be home 
anytime by 4pm.  A relaxed extended midday snack with good 
company .  Tickets cost £15 per person and bookings must be made 
by ringing Steve and Sue Smith on 01284 388311 or email 
calafell@btinternet.com 
 

This is a Fund Raising Event for Lt. Whelnetham Church. 
 

 

Saturday 28 September 

7 for 7.30pm  
Bradfield St George Village Hall 

Talks & Supper £15 
Pay Bar 

Catherine Temple of Mrs Temple’s Cheeses will 
give a talk on her cheese making experiences 
and Richard Stainer will share his thoughts on 
Fair Trade Chocolate from around the world. 

Supper involving cheese and chocolate will be 
provided and both cheese and chocolate will be 

available to buy! 
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We love the world! 

HOLIDAY CLUB 2019 
 

 
 

Each morning from 9.30am - 12.15pm 
Monday 19th August - Friday 23rd August 

at Cockfield Village Hall 
 

For all children aged 5-11 years old 
 

£10 per week (third child in family goes free) 
 

Games - Crafts - Stories - Drama - Puppets 
 

For an application form please contact: 
 

Revd Sharon Potter - revsharon@btinternet.com telephone 01284 

828599 or or Morag Kelly – morag.kelly494@outlook.com 

telephone 01284 828904  
 

 
 

Run by the Cockfield Benefice and Cockfield Congregational Church 
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Village Friends 
July's meeting is our annual Seaside 
Summer Lunch on Thursday 18th at 
12.30pm, followed by a game of bingo!  
Booking essential.Please contact Lynn 
Cardale on 01284 386327 or Sue Jell on 
01284 828892 for more details. 
 

                  
Open Garden 

at Gedding House 
Gedding 
IP30 0QE 

In aid of the Gedding Organ Fund 
 

Saturday 27 July 
2-5pm 

£5 entry – includes a cup of 
tea and home-made cake! 

 

For more details contact Gilly Morgan on 
01449-737445 or email: 

geddinghouse@btinternet.com 
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Cockfield Benefice Services –  July 2019 
 

 
 
Sunday 7th July 
3rd after Trinity 

 

9.30am Communion  
 

Bradfield St 
George 

11am Communion Bradfield St Clare 
 

6pm Six2seven – Dr Clive 
Duke talking about 
‘Operation Smile’ 
 

Felsham  

Sunday 14th July 
4th after Trinity 

 

9.30am Communion BCP 
 

Gedding 
 

11am Communion  
 

Cockfield 
 

6pm Evening Prayer 
 

Bradfield St Clare 

Sunday 21st July 
5th after 
Trinity/Mary 
Magdalen 

 

8am Said Communion BCP 
 

Cockfield 
  

9.30am Family Service 
 

Felsham 
 

3pm  Patronal Service 
 

Lt Whelnetham 

 
Sunday 28th July 
6th after Trinity 
 
 

 

9.30am Worshipping 
Together 
 

Bradfield St 
George 

 

9.30am Morning Prayer BCP 
 

Gedding 

11am Communion Cockfield 

 

A service of Celtic Morning Prayer is held every Tuesday at Cockfield at 9am 

A service of Celtic Evening Prayer is held every Thursday at Bradfield St Clare 

at 5pm.  All are welcome – these services are around 15-20 minutes long. 

 
Please note these services may be subject to change – for up-to-date service times see 

the benefice website at www.cockfieldbenefice.com 

http://www.cockfieldbenefice.com/

	REACHING OUT…
	Issue 78
	July 2019
	The theme of our holiday club this year is 'We love the World'.  It's about being stewards of God's creation.   As Christians we are called to protect and care for life on our planet because we are in relationship with God, as Father, Son and Holy Spi...
	It may seem at times that we can do very little, both about our world and about the hardship that faces so many people here at home and across the world.  However, it does not matter how small our contribution may seem because when it is all added tog...
	So, as we head towards the summer, let us rejoice in God's world, and look forward to spending time with one another at our summer events (hence the raffle prize cartoon below!)

