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PENTECOST SUNDAY – Acts 2.1-21, John 14.8-17, 25-27 

So what are we celebrating today?  Does it feel like a celebration?  Pentecost is often known as 

'the birthday of the church' - as we heard in our Acts reading this morning, when we remember 

the way in which the holy spirit manifested itself on the disciples.  I often think that it was 

probably a very frightening experience for them - or perhaps not.  They may have become used 

to strange things happening - what could be stranger than losing the friend and teacher that they 

loved to crucifixion - only to see him again after resurrection!   And then they see Jesus 

ascending into the clouds.  Tongues of flame and speaking in many different languages may not 

have frightened them, after all, they had been prepared - they had been told to wait for the Holy 

Spirit - even if they didn't know what that really meant - but they recognised it when it came as 

the work of God - and they joined in. 

 

Two or three of us joined in with the initiative known as 'Thy Kingdom Come' this past week - we 

have been praying each evening at 5pm at Bradfield St Clare - using a form of evening prayer, 

and praying at each of these services that the spirit would move in those we know who are either 

just on the fringes of our church, or those we know and love who haven't even thought about 

the church or God or Jesus for many years - if ever!  It was a real opportunity to do this daily - 

and to rest in the psalms, canticles and readings of the service.   

 

It was a shame that there were so few of us, but as Jesus says, when two or three are gathered 

together.....  It made me reflect however about prayer.  What is prayer all about? There is one 

thing that I know about prayer, everyone knows what it is, but everyone has a very different 

opinion about how you should do it! 

 

Well, prayer is not a private thing – because for a start when we pray we are talking to God, who 

is three in one, and more on that next week on Trinity Sunday.  So for a start we are sharing 

thoughts and feelings as we think, or speak out loud.    One of the phrases that I remember about 

prayer that the Church of England talked about a few years ago is that, ‘If we want to see things 

changed, it starts with prayer.’  And, ‘When it comes, it will be linked with what has gone before, 

but it will look different – because it is a new renewal for new times’. 
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These are potent statements – and I think they point us very much to Pentecost.  We have just 

heard a reading from the gospel of John, and in it the disciples have just finished their last meal 

together with Jesus.  Judas has already left them, and Peter is asking why he cannot follow now, 

and has sworn to die for Jesus.  Thomas has pointed out that Peter, not knowing where Jesus is 

going, cannot possibly know the way!  Then Philip makes this suggestion, ‘Lord, show us the 

Father and we will be satisfied’.  It is John’s way of showing Jesus teaching his disciples, through 

the conversations that he has with them, and it also shows us how close he was to his disciples.   

Jesus invites his friends to look backwards, asking, ‘Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and 

you still do not know me?’.  And he then urges them to look forwards, saying, ‘The one who 

believes in me…. Will do greater works than these.’  Jesus has made the Father known in his 

human life, shaped by love for others, shaped by divine love that gives itself to the world.  ‘I am 

in the Father, and the Father is in me’.  He says. 

 

Those who love Jesus, who keep his word by shaping their own lives in a similar way will continue 

to show God’s love for the world, not least through bringing others to believe, and, through 

believing, to have life in his name.  But what we need in order to do this is a helper, something to 

give us the courage to speak to others about our faith, as well as the discernment to know when 

it is appropriate and good to do so.  What we also have to remember is that it is not ultimately 

what we say or do that will make someone else believe or come to faith – it is the Spirit that does 

it.  The Spirit will make them receptive – at the right time and in the right context.   

 

Jesus told his disciples that this helper, this ‘Advocate’ as he termed it, would be on their side, a 

spirit of truth, and an encouragement to see that Jesus’ humiliating death at human hands was in 

reality a glorious triumph of an unshakeable divine love.  And as the Father dwells in the Son, 

who still prays on behalf of those he loves, so the Spirit lives in those who pray lovingly in his 

name. 

 

So you can see from this, that it really is all about prayer. 

 

And when we pray, what we are doing is getting to know Jesus – we learn about him in the bible, 

we hear about him in our services, but to really get to know him we need to talk to him.  Because 

through Jesus we learn what God is really like. 
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Jesus got exasperated with Philip because he missed the point of all that he had taught and done 

up to that time.  But if I was Philip, I probably would have got very easily excited about all the 

things that Jesus was doing and teaching, and not really looked any deeper into them. 

 

And isn’t that so true of us today?  When I trained to be a priest, I was encouraged from day one 

of my training to reflect theologically.  That’s just another way of saying, ‘Where and how do you 

see God in this?’  And it is something Jesus was asking Philip to do, and would surely ask us to do 

as well. 

 

‘If you love me’ Jesus reminds his disciples, ‘then you will keep my commandments’ 

What commandments does he mean? 

 

Well, the ones that he has just shown and taught them as they sat at supper.  He showed them 

an example of service to one another by washing their feet, and he told them to love one 

another as he has loved them.  In other words: to do as he had done, to be like him.   

 

That is what we are called to be – like him, in our prayer and in our actions.   

 

John uses the word Parakletos in Jesus words about the Spirit, translated in our NRSV version as 

‘advocate’.  Other translations include Comforter, Counsellor, Encourager or Helper.  Just the 

kind of help that our children and young people need at the moment, with pressure ever 

mounting on them to achieve and succeed.  And a comforting reminder that the Spirit is with us 

for ever, helping and encouraging us as we strive to keep Jesus’ commandments. 

 

I was at Diocesan Synod yesterday at the Cathedral, and four children led our worship at the 

beginning of Synod.  After the worship Bishop Martin had a conversation with them.  He asked 

them questions, first of all he asked them where did they hear about God?  They answered in 

assembly and in RE lessons.  But not in the playground, or at home.  Then he asked about Church 

- what did they think about Church.  One of them answered that they didn't know people at 

church, and they thought that being at church was about trusting each other, like we are 

supposed to trust God, and be friends with each other.  And finally, Bishop Martin asked about 

music, the answer was that they wanted church music to be 'jolly'. 
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Something there for us to think about, about where we speak about God, about how we behave 

in Church, and about the sort of music we use.  We are asked - by our young people - to think 

about changing some of our behaviour as Christians. 

 

And so, let us invite the Spirit into our lives, the Spirit of Change, the Spirit of Love, the Spirit of 

Encouragement, the Spirit of Healing and the Spirit of Comfort. 

For surely that is what we to do this day of Pentecost – as well as every other day. 

 

Amen. 

 


