
Being rich towards God: the parable of the rich fool.   Luke 12.13-21 
Bradfield St George, 4 August 2019  
 
Aim: that my hearers will realize afresh that there’s more to life than possessions and 
become ‘rich towards God’  
A wake-up call!   We sometimes talk of a wake-up call as an event that makes us sit up and 
rethink priorities. Maybe a serious illness or some life shock that metaphorically wakes us 
up to the need for action.   Or think of national disasters, eg Grenfell Tower, it has been 
necessary for the authorities to rethink safety of our tower blocks. News of the last few days 
about Whaley Bridge & threat of dam collapse…. a wake-up call about the integrity of our 
old reservoirs, especially in the light of climate change.    
Parable today a different kind of wake-up call!  Instead of the safety of physical buildings 
and structures, this parable is call to be on our guard against a different kind of threat, 
namely one to do with life itself. See Luke 12…  
Context: Jesus had been teaching the crowds on issues of eternal importance…then a man 
interrupts to ask Jesus to intervene in a family dispute (has he been listening to 
Jesus?!).  Presumably there’s been a death in the family, and this man feels he’s not getting 
his share of the inheritance! Implication was he wanted Jesus to side with him against his 
brother.   
Jesus refuses to judge between them; he has other priorities and that’s not his role in life. 
But he sees through this family feud and takes the opportunity to teach about something 
that affects us all.  
Principle – parable – punchline.  

1. Principle: v.15 – ‘Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does 
not consist in an abundance of possessions.’  

‘All kinds of greed’ – greed over money, wealth and possessions a special temptation. As 
someone once said, ‘Last part of a man to be converted is his wallet’.   
The temptation to hang on to what we’ve got is very real.  What’s mine is mine. We learn it 
from a very early age: ‘these are my sweets and no I’m not going to share them with you’! 
But it becomes more serious in adult life, when we can easily adopt the same attitude 
towards our possessions, our home, our money. As we all know, we cant take it with us…. 
You may recall the story of the elderly lady who died with not many to mourn her. She’d 
been quite wealthy but shared little with anyone else and certainly had no time for the 
church.  After her funeral, someone asked a close relative “How much did she leave?”. “Oh, 
she left everything” came the reply. 
We can become absorbed by material Things as if that’s all that was important in life.  The 
advertising industry does its best to make us to make us want more in life – that extra 
gadget, or it may be a wonderful holiday or an exotic cruise…  
Such things of course may not be wrong in themselves, but Jesus calls us to “be on our 
guard” because he knows the temptation of greed.   
Greed can take other forms too – we talk of those who are hungry for power or prestige, eg 
in politics. Or the professions. Even the church is not immune from temptation to power 
hunger.   “Be on your guard”. 
Reason: “life does not consist in an abundance of our possessions”.  Life is about also about 
character and how we behave: about relationships and about our relationship with God 
especially and our eternal home.  Good to ask ourselves: how much bearing does my eternal 
home have on my day-to-day thinking?  



Story is told an ambitious young man talking with an older friend. The young man was 
speaking of how he planned to work hard and get a good degree.  His older friend asked 
Good and what will you do then?  The young man replied he’d get a well-paid job, make lots 
of money and have a great life.  ‘And what then? asked the older man.  I expect I’ll settle 
down, buy a big house, and get married…. And what then? persisted his friend. I hope I’ll 
have a family and continue to live life to the full….  And what then?  Eventually I’ll hope to 
retire and live on all the money I’ve made…. And what then? persisted the older man. I 
suppose eventually I’ll die…And what then?    Life does not consist in an abundance of 
possessions. 
2. The Parable about a farmer and harvest (16-21)  
V. appropriate for this time of year!  This farmer has had a great harvest – good for 
him!  We all love to be successful, but that’s not the point here. Rather it’s that this farmer 
is so self-absorbed in his success that he’s focusing on his future as if it all depends on him. 
Look at passage:  I/me/my = 9 times in 2 verses.   
His attitude: “I’ve got it made”.  He’d forgotten all about God, that it was He who blessed 
him with the good harvest in the first place, and that his future is ultimately in God’s hands, 
not his.  He was banking in the wrong place, relying on the wrong investments.  
A vicar visited one of his wealthy parishioners, a landowner who had no time for God or the 
church.  He showed the vicar all his vast estate: ‘Look in that direction, Vicar, all the fields 
are mine; and over here all the fields and the forests behind them, likewise in that direction 
and my own garden and many of the houses over there. I’ve got investments in every 
direction.  To which the vicar replied, And how much have you invested in that [upwards] 
direction?  
Sadly the farmer of our parable acted likewise and God called him a ‘fool’.   We’re reminded 
of the Psalms, where unbelief is equated with folly. “The fool says in his heart ‘There is no 
God’. 
3. The punchline: v.21 - “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for 
themselves but is not rich towards God.”   
We know what earthly riches are like but how can we be ‘rich towards God’?   We don’t 
have time to look at this today, but the short answer: it’s about having faith in a good and 
gracious God who longs for a right relationship with his children. The Bible has many 
examples of men and women of faith, and for Christians it’s specifically about what God has 
done for us through Jesus Christ, his cross and resurrection.  
Being rich towards God is about having faith.  A very different kind of wealth from the 
wealth the world knows, but it’s one that lasts for eternity.  It’s available to all, both the 
materially wealthy and the materially poor, and it’s free.   
But let’s get real: such faith sometimes seems beyond our reach!  We can easily find 
ourselves trapped in the thinking of the material world in which we live. We aspire to having 
faith and giving our all to God, but it’s much harder in practice.    
Judy reminded me of the hymn ‘Take my life’.  Great words but it’s hard to sing them as if 
we really meant them!  
Take my life, and let it be Consecrated, Lord, to Thee; 
Take my moments and my days, Let them flow in ceaseless praise,   
Take my silver and my gold; Not a mite would I withhold…. 
It’s hard as we’re all subject to the temptation to greed. In such cases, surely the best thing 
is often to follow Pauls’ advice in his letter to the Colossians that we read earlier: “set your 
hearts on things above – set your minds on things above”.   



Spend time with God, and let’s remind ourselves of His grace and goodness and what He 
has done for us in Christ, as well as the kind of people He wants us to be. When you get 
home read those wonderful words form Colossians 3 again…. 
It’s easy for spending time with God be swamped by all the other things in life – we can fill 
our lives with busyness - but if we take time to read His word we’ll grow rich in faith. It’s a 
good investment to make.   
That’s the wake-up call to us and our generation: to invest our time – not in money and 
possessions that corrode and that we cant take with us when we die – but invest in our 
relationship with God and His Son Jesus Christ, with whom we hope to spend 
eternity.   May God help us, for His name’s sake. Amen.  
 


