
Loving God 

Readings: Mark 12 28 – 34 

  1 Corinthians 13 1 – 8 

 

In my teenage years, when school ended at 4.00 p.m. I had to run a mile to 

reach the bus stop to catch the 4.15 bus home. At the next stop we were 

joined by the students from the Girls’ Grammar School. Boys sat upstairs and 

the girls sat downstairs. It was while looking down from the top deck that I saw 

her. She was beautiful. Blonde hair, smooth, soft skin, big blue eyes and an 

elegance in the way she moved. She glided onto the bus and disappeared from 

view. Day after day I watched her from afar. In my 14 year old mind, this was 

definitely love as I had no time for my mates and I had lost my appetite. 

Eventually I plucked up my courage and one day, when we all tumbled onto 

the bus, I took a seat downstairs. Maybe, I thought, she would choose to sit 

beside me. I could see her as we approached the next stop. My heart beat 

faster, the doors opened and she swept on board with her friends, shouting, 

“’Er get out my bleeding seat, yer little so……..” I needn’t go on, although I 

think, she did for quite some time, but I left her to it. My allusions were 

shattered and I returned to my mates a miserable but wiser 14 year old. Of 

course, I wasn’t in love, I was infatuated by her looks,  but not in love. At that 

age, possibly at all ages, it is sometimes difficult to tell the two apart.  

So what is love? Ask for definitions, proverbs etc.  

 

Love is a many splendoured thing 

Love is never having to say you are sorry 

Love is the sweetest thing, 

Love is in the air 

 

That passage from 1 Corinthians probably says it all which is why it is so 

popular at weddings. “Love is kind and patient, never jealous, boastful, proud, 

or rude. Love isn’t selfish or quick tempered. It doesn’t keep a record of 

wrongs that others do. Love rejoices in the truth, but not in evil. Love is always 



supportive, loyal, hopeful, and trusting. Love never fails.” Would we agree? 

Yes? But isn’t it also something else which is less tangible, less easy to describe. 

Isn’t love that sudden lift of the heart, the catching of the breath when you see 

the object of your love? Even that isn’t all there is. Indeed, trying to define love 

is like trying to hold a river in your hand. It moves, flows, trickles through our 

fingers, glinting, sparkling, delighting us, but defying our attempts to hold onto 

it. It is too big, too wonderful, too spectacular, too amazing for us to 

comprehend fully. We just feel it. 

Rather like God. 

Which is not surprising, since God is love.  

The title I was given by William for this talk was ‘Loving God’ ….and he is a 

loving God. But I think what William wanted us to grapple with today was how 

do we love God. In other words, how do we love love itself.  

As in any relationship we have to start by knowing him. We have to try to 

understand who God is and that is not as easy as it may seem. Obviously, our 

starting point is this -  ‘The Bible’. This gives us a picture of God mediated 

through the people who write about him. This often gives us an image of God 

that is somewhat confusing and difficult to grasp. At times, particularly in the 

Old Testament God does not seem to be an entirely loving God. His 

punishments are severe. Amos 6 v11 ‘At the Lord’s command, houses, great 

and small will be smashed to pieces.’  In Ezekiel 7 v 1 -3 The Lord God said, 

‘Your whole country is about to be destroyed as punishment for your 

disgusting sins. I, the Lord, am so angry that I will show no pity.” And I could go 

on. How can we love a God who is so vengeful, who punishes so severely, who 

seems so cruel? I have often found this difficult and can only come to terms 

with this in a number of ways. 

Firstly, the people of the Old Testament were mainly living at a time of 

enormous unrest when wars were common as rulers jostled for land and 

influence. Cruelty was rampant and so their God was a God of their times, 

reflecting their world view. The terrible things they attributed to God’s 

retribution were often things that we can now attribute to human failings. War 

is not of God; it is entirely the result of our failings as humans. Does this make 

the early prophets wrong or foolish? I don’t think so. They could see how 

people were turning away from God and were bringing many of these 

punishments on themselves. Their laziness, hedonism, or belligerence would 



bring about their own downfall. It is the moving away from a loving God that 

results in many of these tragedies. The prophets warn the people in graphic 

language, rather like the tabloid newspapers of today, but so often they don’t 

listen and what they perceive as God’s wrath falls upon them. 

Secondly, throughout the Old Testament, the prophets exhort the people to be 

loving, to act as God would. That famous passage in Micah 6 v 8 sums it all up: 

“He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the LORD require of 

you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.” That 

is a loving God, telling us what he expects from us. Time and again throughout 

the Old Testament God tells his people how to behave so that there is justice 

and a redistribution of wealth amongst his people. And clearly He gets 

frustrated and angry when his love or goodness is not mirrored by the actions 

of his people. 

Thirdly, we learn right at the beginning of the Bible, that God created this 

wonderful Earth for us to live on and look after. “And he saw that it was good”. 

If you want to see God’s love, go up a mountain, or even a Suffolk hill and look 

out over his creation. Feel your spirit lift, feel your breathe catch – that is love. 

If you can’t manage the heights, then just walk into Bradfield Woods and stand 

amongst the trees and look up. While we were in China we lived in the middle 

of a big city, not particularly beautiful, but all life took place on the pavements 

where people met to dance, to sing, to play instruments or just to sit and chat. 

It was a vibrant and exciting place to be, as we witnessed a real sense of 

community. God’s love was every bit as present there as it is in our Suffolk 

villages. Our world is witness of God’s love, which is why we should be so 

appalled when we consider what has been done to it in the name of greed. We 

have punished ourselves with the thoughtless use of the resources God has 

given us, but we have disappointed God as well, for we are part of his creation, 

not separate from it. We need to change our attitudes and habits to reflect 

God’s love for the world that he has given us.  

Fourthly, we have the ultimate proof of God’s love as written in John 3,16  “For 

God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.” That is a self-sacrificing 

love that is greater than we can easily comprehend. God sends his Son to bring 

about a new beginning, a new covenant with his people. If we believe in Him 

we shall not die but have eternal life. I think it is more than life after death that 

John is writing about here, but also life before death. If we believe and love 



God then we live, in the Holy Spirit, a full and satisfying life. If we deny God, 

then we are cut off from that source of love that makes our lives worth living. 

Spiritually we die and so our lives lose meaning and a sense of purpose. It is 

only though loving God and Jesus Christ, his Son and accepting his Holy Spirit 

that we can be fully happy and free. Being overly concerned with what the 

world offers us can really restrict us. If all we are worried about is the latest 

gadget, T.V. show, or smart car then we are not experiencing God’s creation at 

its most beautiful and meaningful.  

Finally, I would argue that if God is Love then how can we not love Him. Do we 

not, almost unthinkingly, love those who love us? Yes, we all hear or know of 

unrequited love, but that is comparatively rare. When we receive love we 

instinctively want to give it back, and even to pass it on. If we show love to our 

children, then they show it not only to us, but to others as well. A loved child 

becomes a loving adult. When we receive love then we tend to radiate it back 

out to others. So when we acknowledge and recognise the love of God, then 

we return that love to God. 

So how can we show God that we love him? Well we can worship him and 

praise him, and indeed, why wouldn’t we do that when we have such a loving 

God. However, if we recall our passage from Micah, that is not all that God 

wants from us. He wants us to love others – to be just and merciful and to do 

God’s bidding, and we know what that bidding is for it is there in our passage 

from Mark this morning “The second most important commandment says: 

‘Love others as much as you love yourself’”. That is how we love God, by 

passing on that love to others. All our praise and worship sounds hollow if we 

don’t show God’s love to other people. We were at an International Church in 

Shanghai a couple of weeks back where worship is extremely lively and loud. A 

lot of praising and thanking God for what He had done for those present. 

Nothing wrong with that, but as one of our group said on the way out, “That 

was all about ‘me’ not about ‘us’. There was no concern for the world or those 

outside the Church. I have no reason to suppose that the people in that Church 

were not entirely sincere in their praise, but it rang hollow because they were 

inward looking, apparently unconcerned with others who needed God’s love. 

Love is not to be hoarded, not to be kept to ourselves, but it is to be passed on 

to everyone….and at times that can be difficult. How do I love some world 

leaders when everything they say or do is anathema to me? How do I love 

those who have power in our own country who seem to show very little love to 



the poorest and most disadvantaged in our society? How can I show love to 

those who commit dreadful crimes? Yet God’s love is for all his creation no 

matter how damaged or disgusting in our eyes. As followers of Christ we have 

to reflect his love to all, even those with whom we profoundly disagree, or who 

are unloved by society. I will return to this question of ‘Loving your neighbour’ 

next time. 

So let me sum up, and I would be delighted if you want to discuss this with me 

over coffee afterwards. We have a loving God who is undeniably worthy of our 

love. He has given us life as part of his creation. He has shown us how to live 

life to the full by loving others. He sacrificed his Son for our misdeeds and sent 

his Holy Spirit to help and guide us. If we open ourselves to his love then we 

must surely love him back. However, we return that love by sharing it with 

others, not by keeping it to ourselves. As we heard in our first reading this 

morning, “And what if I had faith that moved mountains? I would be nothing 

unless I loved others.” Loving God means loving others, for we are all his 

creation. Let us in the coming silence, think about how we can today and 

through the week love our God through showing love to each other, for love 

never fails. 

 

 

 


