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Dear Friends, 
I am sitting at my desk on a very hot evening (unbelievable 
temperatures) at the end of a tumultuous week.  The United 
Kingdom now has a new Prime Minister.  There is a blistering 
heatwave across Europe.  The schools have finished for the 
summer.  And we are in the midst of Ordinary Time, that time of 
year in the Church’s calendar when everything turns green in our 
churches, and we count the weeks down to harvest, and then All 
Saints followed by Remembrance. 
 
We live in a world which loves the sensational.  It used to be said 
that ‘no news is good news’.  I fear that these days this is not so.  
Everyone wants to hear what is going on – but it is not good 
news they want to hear – it is the dramatic, the heroic, or the 
salacious news.  One wonders what Jesus would make of the 
headlines if he were to come back to walk among us tomorrow. 
 
I noticed a site on facebook entitled ‘Good News UK’.  This is not 
a religious site, but a public site that you can join which is about 
sharing news that focuses on the positive.  It makes a change 
from the bad news that we are constantly bombarded with in our 
media.  Yes, bad things happen in life, but I believe we need to 
strike a balance between reporting the good and the not-so-good. 
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Of course, for Christians, Good News means the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  By following Jesus we are not immune to bad news, but 
as part of a Christian community we have friends around us who 
can help us through the bad times, as well as knowing that our 
Heavenly Father is with us too.  
 
As we move through Ordinary Time, may you find God in the 
ordinariness of every-living, and as we bask in the sunshine – 
however brief it may be – thank God for all that he gives us 
through his grace and goodness.  
 
Yours in Christ, 

 
Rev Sharon Potter 
revsharon@btinternet.com    
tel: 01284 828599 or 07825086063 

 

 
 

mailto:revsharon@btinternet.com
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At this time of year there is a lull in benefice news, so here is a 
poem to amuse you, as we look forward to harvest festival in 
September! 

 
 

Diary of a Church Mouse 
John Betjeman 1906-84 

 
Here among long-discarded cassocks, 

Damp stools, and half-split open hassocks, 
Here where the Vicar never looks 
I nibble through old service books. 
Lean and alone I spend my days 

Behind this Church of England baize. 
I share my dark forgotten room 

With two oil-lamps and half a broom. 
The cleaner never bothers me, 

So here I eat my frugal tea. 
My bread is sawdust mixed with straw; 

My jam is polish for the floor. 
Christmas and Easter may be feasts 

For congregations and for priests, 
And so may Whitsun.  All the same, 
They do not fill my meagre frame. 

For me the only feast at all 
Is Autumn’s Harvest Festival, 
When I can satisfy my want 

With ears of corn around the font. 
I climb the eagle’s brazen head 

To burrow through a loaf of bread. 
I scramble up the pulpit stair 

And gnaw the marrows hanging there. 
It is enjoyable to taste 

These items ere they go to waste, 
But how annoying when one finds 
That other mice with pagan minds 
Come into church my food to share 
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Who have no proper business there. 
Two field mice who have no desire 
To be baptized, invade the choir. 
A large and most unfriendly rat 

Comes in to see what we are at. 
He says he thinks there is no God 

And yet he comes … it’s rather odd. 
This year he stole a sheaf of wheat 

(It screened our special preacher’s seat), 
And prosperous mice from fields away 

Come in to hear the organ play, 
And under cover of its notes 

Eat through the altar’s sheaf of oats. 
A Low Church mouse, who thinks that I 

Am too papistical, and High, 
Yet somehow doesn’t think it wrong 

To munch through Harvest Evensong, 
While I, who starve the whole year through, 

Must share my food with rodents who 
Except at this time of year 

Not once inside the church appear. 
Within the human world I know 

Such goings-on could not be so, 
For human beings only do 

What their religion tells them to. 
The read their Bible every day 

And always, night and morning, pray, 
And just like me, the good church mouse, 
Worship each week in God’s own house, 

But all the same it’s strange to me 
How very full the church can be 

With people I don’t see at all 
Except at Harvest Festival. 
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Bradfield St Clare PCC invites everyone 
to their Patronal Communion being held 
on Sunday 4th August at 11am.  Drinks 
and nibbles following the service! 
 
So, who is St Clare? 
Saint Clare of Assisi is an Italian saint 

and one of the first followers of Saint Francis of Assisi. She 
was born on 6th July 1194 and died on 11th August 1253.  She 
founded the Order of Poor Ladies, a monastic religious order 
for women in the Franciscan tradition, and wrote their Rule of 
Life, the first set of monastic guidelines known to have been 
written by a woman. 
 

 

 
 
We welcome back the international students' who perform at 
Cockfield Church during the summer.  This year there will be two 
concerts - one on Wednesday 31 July 11 am-12 noon, and then 
a late afternoon concert by 'Simply Saxaphones', classics to jazz 
and swing, on Saturday 3rd August 5.30 - 6.30pm.  These are 
free concerts, with donations going to Cockfield Church, all are 
welcome! 
 
 
Our Six2Seven service which is normally held at Felsham on the 
first Sunday of the month has been cancelled for August, and will 
resume again on Sunday 1st September at the usual time of 6pm 
for tea and chat, followed by a talk from Clare Jessup, who is 
Guest Empowerment Worker for the Selig (Suffolk) Trust.  Clare 
will be speaking about the Ipswich Winter Night Shelter work 
which is run by the Trust.  All are welcome!  
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Saturday 28 September 

7 for 7.30pm  
Bradfield St George Village Hall 

Talks & Supper £15 
Pay Bar 

Catherine Temple of Mrs Temple’s Cheeses will 
give a talk on her cheese making experiences 
and Richard Stainer will share his thoughts on 
Fair Trade Chocolate from around the world. 

Supper involving cheese and chocolate will be 
provided and both cheese and chocolate will be 

available to buy! 
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We love the world! 

HOLIDAY CLUB 2019 
 

 
 

Each morning from 9.30am - 12.15pm 
Monday 19th August - Friday 23rd August 

at Cockfield Village Hall 
 

For all children aged 5-11 years old 
 

£10 per week (third child in family goes free) 
 

Games - Crafts - Stories - Drama - Puppets 
 

For an application form please contact: 
 

Revd Sharon Potter - revsharon@btinternet.com telephone 01284 

828599 or or Morag Kelly – morag.kelly494@outlook.com 

telephone 01284 828904  
 

 
 

Run by the Cockfield Benefice and Cockfield Congregational Church 
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Cockfield Benefice Services –  August 2019 
 

 
Sunday 4th 
August 
7th after Trinity/ 
St Clare 
 

 

9.30am Communion  
 

Bradfield St 
George 

11am Patronal 
Communion 

Bradfield St Clare 

 
Sunday 11th 
August 
8th after Trinity/ 
St Mary the 
Virgin 
 
 

 

9.30am Patronal 
Communion BCP 
 

Gedding 

 

11am Communion  
 

Cockfield 

 

6pm Evening Prayer 
 

Bradfield St Clare 

Sunday 18th 
August 
9th after Trinity 

 

8am Said Communion 
BCP 
 

Cockfield 

  

9.30am Family Service 
 

Felsham 

 
Sunday 25th 
August 
10th after Trinity 
 
 

 

9.30am Worshipping 
Together 
 

Bradfield St 
George 

 

9.30am Morning Prayer 
BCP 
 

Gedding 

11am Communion Cockfield 

 

A service of Celtic Morning Prayer is held every Tuesday at Cockfield 

at 9am 

A service of Celtic Evening Prayer is held every Thursday at Bradfield 

St Clare at 5pm.  All are welcome – these services are around 15-20 

minutes long. 

 
Please note these services may be subject to change – for up-to-date service 

times see the benefice website at www.cockfieldbenefice.com 

http://www.cockfieldbenefice.com/
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