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Dear Friends, 
I begin this issue of Reaching Out with some very good news.  Richard 
Stainer from Bradfield St George has been accepted to train as a priest 
on the Diocesan Auxiliary Ordination Pathway.  This is a local course 
run by our bishops Martin and Mike and will hopefully lead to Richard 
being licensed to the benefice as a non-paid priest in June 2021.  I 
hope that you will join with me in praying for him, and for Christine as 

this new chapter in his ministry unfolds. 
 

September is the month in which we celebrate the harvest, and I do 
hope that you will be able to come to one of the services that are 
planned at the end of the month.  Why not invite a friend to come too? 
 

The origins of celebrating God’s goodness to all people go back to Old 
Testament times, when three times each year the Israelites would offer 
God thanks and praise for everything he provided.  However, the form 
in which we now recognise Harvest Festivals dates only from the 
middle of the nineteenth century.  This may have been a response to 
increasing industrialisation and a sense that society was starting to lose 
touch with the natural world, but, in an age when we have suddenly to 

confront the damage which has been done to creation in the name of 
profit and progress it has particular relevance.  Whatever differences 
exist between Christians of traditions all are agreed that this is a 
priority issue, which we can address together. 
 

We have just finished the annual summer Holiday Club at Cockfield for 
children with the theme of God’s creation.  The children created lots of 

different things (all recycled) – it is they who will suffer in the future if 
we don’t change the way in which we treat our earth.   
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At our harvest services we traditionally give the collection to charities 
that are helping farmers both at home and abroad, I hope that we can 
continue with that tradition. 
 

Christian giving is about offering our whole selves to God, who has 
given us everything.  He doesn’t just want the fruits of our freezers or 
larders but looks much more for the fruits of lives dedicated to his 
service.   
 

I am looking forward to our harvest services, when we sing the familiar 
hymns and songs.  One of them has the line, ‘All good gifts around us, 

are sent from heaven above, then thank the Lord, Oh thank the Lord, 
for all his love’.  Amen to that! 
 
Yours in Christ, 

 
Rev Sharon Potter 
revsharon@btinternet.com    
tel: 01284 828599 or 07825086063 
 

 
 

mailto:revsharon@btinternet.com
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Worshipping Together - The First Three Months 
With the help of an enthusiastic team drawn from the parishes that 
make up our Benefice, Worshipping Together, our new, informal, 
service, has got off to a good start. Numbers have exceeded 
expectations, but more importantly there has been a lively, worshipful 
atmosphere with everyone joining in. There is an energy to succeed 
and an encouragement to the leaders that is very uplifting.  
 

The title of our series for the first three months was “Building Church: 
Building Community”. My last talk was “Ambassadors for Christ” and 
we imagined what it must be like to be a diplomatic ambassador. Was 
it all elegant receptions; what were the pitfalls; and how did it compare 
with being an ambassador for Christ? 
 

We have been learning as we go along, thanks to the feed-back from 
those attending, and the use of PowerPoint to project words and 
pictures on screen has greatly improved. 
 

The title of our next three-part  series is “Loving God; Loving 
Neighbour and Loving Self.”  The team provide a welcoming 
atmosphere and we hope to attract newcomers so do come and bring a 
friend. 
 

The service is on the 4th Sunday of every month at 9.30 at St George. 
 
Our Six2Seven service which is normally held at Felsham on the first 
Sunday of the month will resume again on Sunday 1st September at the 
usual time of 6pm for tea and chat, followed by a talk from Clare 
Jessup, who is Guest Empowerment Worker for the Selig (Suffolk) 
Trust.  Clare will be speaking about the Ipswich Winter Night Shelter 
work which is run by the Trust.  All are welcome!  

 
                           
Messy Church takes place on 21st September, 3-
5pm at Felsham Village Hall.  All children 
accompanied by parent/carer welcome.  Crafts – 
games – story – food – fun – and fellowship.   
For more information contact Christine Stainer 
on 01284 388175 or 
christinestainer57@gmail.com 

mailto:christinestainer57@gmail.com
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At our next Family@Felsham on Sunday 15th September Beryl Meed 
and Duncan MacLaren will be recommissioned as benefice elders.  Do 
come and support them in their ministry! 
 
 

 

Family@Felsham 

Join us for our All Age 

S ervices … ..everyon e 

welcome! 

3rd Sunday every 

month at 9.30am 
 

 
at St Peter’s 

Church Felsham 

 
 

 

  
 

Breakfast and 

refreshments 

served from 

9.30am  

─ ─ ─ ─  

Lasts approx. 1 

hour 

─ ─ ─ ─  

Fun and 

informal! 

─ ─ ─ ─  

We are church: 

we are family! 

For more details contact 

Revd Sharon Potter at 

revsharon@btinternet.com 

Tel: 01284 828599 or 

07825 086063

 

Or visit 

www.cockfieldbenefice.com 
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More dates for your diary….. 
 
 

Bradfield St Clare: 
Saturday 21st September  
Hosted by Kit Café in 
Village Hall 

11am to 1.00pm 
Entry £3, children free 
 

 
Felsham:  Friday 27th September, Felsham Village Hall, 11am-1pm.  
Cakes, Tea and Coffee unlimited. Raffle and cake stall.  Everyone 
welcome so come and have an enjoyable morning and help to raise 
funds for this worthwhile cause.   Hope to see you there.   
Beryl Meed and the Team. 

 
SUFFOLK CHURCHES RIDE AND STRIDE 
The annual Suffolk Historic Churches Trust 
(SHCT) Bike Ride is scheduled for 
SATURDAY 14TH SEPTEMBER 
The Local organisers in the Benefice (who 
have sponsorship forms for anyone 
intending to participate) are Jill Box 01284 
828309, Pat Hipwell 01284 386636, Liz 

Squirrell 01284 386229, Irene Cockell 
01449736368 James Morgan 01449 737445 and Elaine Overnell 01284 
388189. 
The Cockfield Normans are cycling again and have a  fundraising site 
and sponsorship forms https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/the-
cockfield-normans 
Please contact Norman Kelly, 01284 828904 or 07817 242294 

 
 

Bradfield St Clare’s annual Autumn Quiz will 
take place on Friday 25th October at 7pm.  
More details to follow.   

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/the-cockfield-normans
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/the-cockfield-normans
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Saturday 28 September 

7 for 7.30pm  
Bradfield St George Village Hall 

Talks & Supper £15 
Pay Bar 

Catherine Temple of Mrs Temple’s Cheeses will 
give a talk on her cheese making experiences 
and Richard Stainer will share his thoughts on 
Fair Trade Chocolate from around the world. 

Supper involving cheese and chocolate will be 
provided and both cheese and chocolate will be 

available to buy! 
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Cockfield Benefice Services –  September 2019 
 

 
 

Sunday 1st September 
11th after Trinity 
 

 

9.30am Communion  
 

Bradfield St George 

11am Communion Bradfield St Clare 

6pm Six2seven Felsham 

 
Sunday 8th September 

12th after Trinity 
 
 

 

9.30am Communion BCP 
 

Gedding 

 

11am Communion  
 

Cockfield 

 

6pm Evening Prayer 
 

Bradfield St Clare 

Sunday 15th September 
 

 

8am Said Communion BCP 
 

Cockfield 

  

9.30am Family Service 
 

Felsham 

Saturday 21st September 
3-5pm  

Felsham Village Hall 

 
Sunday 22nd September 
 
 

 

9.30am Worshipping  Together 
 

Bradfield St George 

 

9.30am Morning Prayer BCP 
 

Gedding 

11am Communion Cockfield 

Friday 27th September 6pm Harvest Thanksgiving Bradfield St Clare 

Sunday 29th September 

9.30am Harvest Communion Felsham 

11am Harvest Thanksgiving Cockfield 

11am Harvest Thanksgiving Lt Whelnetham 

 

A service of Celtic Morning Prayer is held every Tuesday at Cockfield at 9am 

A service of Celtic Evening Prayer is held every Thursday at Bradfield St Clare 

at 5pm.  All are welcome – these services are around 15-20 minutes long. 

 
Please note these services may be subject to change – for up-to-date service 

times see the benefice website at www.cockfieldbenefice.com 

http://www.cockfieldbenefice.com/
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