
Sermon 11 Aug 2019 
Get Your Priorities Right 
Luke 12. 32-40 
 
Today’s Gospel starts with the Command “Sell your possessions and give alms”. This 
instruction from Jesus is not just to sell a few surplus possessions and give the proceeds 
away or to take a few clothes and ornaments to the local charity shop. It comes after Jesus 
has told them to “consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither 
storehouse nor barn and yet God feeds them”. Jesus is telling his followers not to worry 
about worldly wealth and to sell just about everything and give it away. This is a pretty 
tough message to put in practice and not one that is going to persuade newcomers to flock 
to church. There are many reasons why we don’t sell everything and give it away, but, 
equally, rich Christians in an age of austerity can appear hypocritical. To be understood, the 
message must be put into the context of Jesus’s teaching at the time. As it happens over the 
last six weeks we have been reading Luke’s account of the weeks leading up to today’s 
passage. 
Imagine you are one of the people listening to Jesus when he gives this command. For the 
first two years of his ministry Jesus had been based in Capernaum and his ministry had been 
confined to the area around Galilee. However, a few weeks ago he had suddenly announced 
that he was going to Jerusalem with his followers. Some urged him not to go; it was too 
dangerous and the Temple authorities had vowed to kill him. Others were excited, expecting 
that great miracles would be performed and Jesus would be accepted as the Messiah. Yet 
others, like Judas, were hoping that at last he would lead an army to drive out the Romans 
and free the country. Several wealthy women, led by Mary Magdalene, had promised to 
organise the journey and pay for the provisions required. Probably most just wanted to be 
with Jesus to see his miracles and be taught by him. Which category would you be in? 
Fearful; excited; hoping for a military victory; an organising woman; or just happy to be with 
Jesus? Have you taken your place in the crowd? Let’s recall the last few weeks. 
Not long into the journey, Jesus had called for 70 volunteers to go on ahead of him in pairs, 
to every town and place he was intending to visit. They were told that the harvest was 
plentiful but the labourers were few. They were to travel lightly, not delay, by greeting 
people on the way, cure the sick and tell the townspeople that the kingdom of God had 
come near to them.  Some order! Maybe you were one of the seventy, wondering what you 
had let yourself in for. To your surprise even the demons submitted to you and the sick 
were cured. You returned in joy. Originally, you would have been surprised at the order not 
to carry any spare clothes or greet anybody on the way, but now you see that Jesus was 
teaching you to concentrate on the job on hand and not get distracted.  
Returning to the current time, Malcolm preached on this passage, contrasting the urgency 
of the message of peace and the Kingdom of God, with the instruction not to greet anybody 
on the way and to travel light. The lesson was clear: Get your priorities right! 
Back to our journey with Jesus. Just after the seventy had returned, with great excitement, a 
lawyer popped up and asked what he must do to inherit eternal life. Jesus responded with 
the story of the Good Samaritan. A foolish man had been robbed on a dangerous road. A 
priest and a Levite passed by and decided they had more pressing duties than to stop and 
help. It was left to a despised Samaritan to stop and show love and compassion. In my 
sermon I caused quite a stir, when I suggested that if, like the priest, I was on my way to 
take a service, I might have passed by, leaving the body for someone else to deal with, so 



that I did not let down the waiting congregation. Many of you suggested that the 
congregation could wait, but the dying man could not.  
Standing, listening to the Lawyer’s question, you would have got Jesus’s message that in the 
kingdom of God, it was more important to show love and compassion to others, than to 
fulfil a diary appointment. We are not to look in the gutter, but if someone is lying in it, we 
must pull him out. Get your priorities right! 
Back to Jesus’s journey, you would all have followed him to a village where a woman named 
Martha welcomed Jesus into her home. She rushed around frantically getting a meal ready, 
but her little sister, Mary, sloped off and sat at Jesus’s feet listening to what he was saying. 
Martha was furious with her sister’s refusal to help and appealed to Jesus, to tell Mary to 
come and help her. Standing in the crowd listening to this, we would all probably have sided 
with Martha. However, Jesus shocked us all by saying that Mary had chosen the better part. 
Sharon preached on this passage, expressing sympathy for Martha, but explaining that the 
opportunity to listen to Jesus was even more important than cooking a meal for an 
honoured guest. Get your priorities right! 
Later on the journey, Jesus is praying and one of his disciples asks if he will teach them how 
to pray, as well. He replied with a shortened version of the Lord’s prayer, with 5 points: 
honour God’s name; ask for his kingdom to come; give us enough food to last for a day; 
forgive our sins as we forgive others and keep us away from temptation. In his sermon on 
this prayer, Brian talked about using this concise prayer to communicate with God and build 
up our relationship with Him. This is in sharp contrast to the wordy prayers of the priests 
and Pharisees. Get your priorities right! 
As we all approach Jerusalem, Jesus makes contact with some Pharisees and there are some 
heated debates about behaviour. We are delighted to hear Jesus getting the better of the 
pompous prats.  By now, we have been joined by thousands and excitement is rising. Above 
the throng an angry voice is heard. Someone believes the family inheritance has not been 
divided fairly and wants Jesus to intervene for him. Instead, Jesus tells the story of the rich 
farmer who had a bumper harvest. Rather than share the surplus, he built bigger barns and 
kept it all for himself, hoping to have a lazy retirement. 
However, the ultimate irony is that taking it easy and thinking only of himself, killed him. 
When preaching on this, Malcolm read out a poem about a wealthy man who had a very 
stingy plan. There was a verse in the middle “Those who get but never give, choose a foolish 
way to live”. Malcolm said the parable was a wake-up call to rethink our priorities. If you 
were in the crowd listening to Jesus, would you have got your priorities right? The man, who 
was quarrelling with his brother, clearly had not. 
Realising that many others, in the crowd, had not understood, Jesus continues to make the 
point. He tells them not to worry about material things in our life on Earth. He points out 
that God looks after even the grass meadows, “so how much more will he clothe you, - you 
of little faith”. Your Heavenly Father knows you need clothes, food and drink. 
Realising that this will worry his listeners, perhaps those of you on the provisions and 
catering team, trying to make sure Jesus and his disciples are fed, he says “Do not be afraid, 
little flock”. He goes on “for it is the father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” 
He is contrasting the fact that earthly possessions do not last long, compared to treasure in 
Heaven. Either they wear out, or are ravaged by moth and rust, or the owner dies and can’t 
take them with him. He is exaggerating to make a point that our priority is to live a life that 
creates treasure in heaven. He is not saying that is wrong to have a bumper harvest, but it is 
wrong to think it is the be-all and end-all of life and not to share.  Most of us actually enjoy 



sharing. Just to emphasise this point from my own experience, when farmers in Somerset 
were suffering from floods and had no fodder, farmers from around the country shared 
what they had. When there was a fear that the dam at Whaley Bridge might collapse and 
flood farmland, many farmers were quick to pledge help. When Richard wanted to raise 
funds to help farmers in Kagera, the response from farmers in our benefice was 
overwhelming. 
To summarise Jesus’s teaching, it is not wrong to work hard to produce a good meal for a 
guest; but it is wrong to put all your energy into the task and not listen to the words of 
Jesus. It is not wrong to take your priestly duties seriously, but it is wrong to do so at the 
expense of someone’s life. It is not wrong to become rich, but you must be happy to share. 
Do you get the point? 
Having made his case for building treasure in heaven, Jesus now urges us, his followers, to 
be ready for the arrival of The Son of Man, when we will be able to access this treasure in 
heaven.  For some time after Jesus’s death and resurrection there was great expectation 
that he would return. 
Turning forward our time clock to the present time, I fear that we have lost this expectation 
of Jesus’s return. This is a recent phenomenon. One hundred years ago, Christians were 
actively looking forward to the return. A few days ago, Lynn discovered a letter that had 
been used as a bookmark in a book in our library. It was from my Grandfather to my father, 
congratulating on passing into Haileybury School. My grandfather reminisced about his 
school days, gave my father some advice and then finished his letter with the sentence “.... 
day by day we are looking for our Lord’s appearance and we must not suffer anything in our 
lives to offend him.” It seems to have been perfectly natural one hundred years ago to refer 
to the Lord’s second coming. Not so today! 
To conclude; Let’s get our priorities right and store up treasure in heaven, so that when 
Jesus returns we will be prepared for him. 
 
 
 
 


