
Talk – August 2019 

Well, the good news is that we lost weight during our first two weeks in China! 

The main reason was our inability to use chopsticks, so we spent most of each 

meal chasing the food around the plate. The bad news is we put all the weight 

back on as we got better and better with the sticks and can now pick up single 

sweetcorn kernels and peas without a hitch.  

Using chopsticks was one of many challenges for us as westerners visiting 

China. It is a very different culture, but what struck us as we settled in and got 

to know people were not the differences between our two societies but the 

similarities, the things we shared. When we talked to our students they spoke 

of joys and problems that we all share – family, friendship, low wages, growing 

inequality, climate change, the environment. We quickly came to realise as we 

so often do when we travel that the differences between us are often 

superficial – matters of custom, clothing, music and art  - and are to be 

celebrated, while the similarities are much greater. We share the same 

concerns and delights. We have a common humanity. 

We all need to remember this in a world where politicians of all types are keen 

to divide us. We live at a time when, to bolster their own political positions, 

presidents and prime ministers try to point up the differences between us and 

in some cases express their views in racist language which should be 

completely unacceptable. When a senior politician talks about black children as 

piccaninnies or describes Muslim women as looking like letter boxes and bank 

robbers, we should be outraged. When an American president tells black 

Americans to ‘go back and help fix the totally broken and crime infested places 

from which they came’. We should be appalled. Yet somehow we are 

beginning to accept this language and even to laugh it off or excuse it.   

As Christians we cannot do that. Jesus sets us the example. In our reading from 

John today we find Jesus, a Jew, holding a conversation with a woman from 

Samaria, a Samaritan. The two groups disliked each other and would avoid 

contact if at all possible, but here is Jesus asking the Samaritan woman for a 

drink of water, something that we all need no matter what our race, religious 

belief or sexuality. A drink of water is something that brings us all together, for 

we cannot live without it. But Jesus goes on to say that he has more than 

ordinary water to offer us to drink, he has the water that brings life. In verse 14 

he says, “But no one who drinks the water I give will ever be thirsty again. The 

water I give is like a flowing fountain that gives eternal life.” Jesus offers that 



water not just to his own people, the Jews, but to everyone. The next passage 

in John tells the story of Jesus healing a Roman official’s son. Jesus doesn’t care 

about their country of origin, the colour of their skin or indeed any other 

differences they may possess, they are all God’s children and are all equal in 

his sight. Jesus pays them the respect of treating them all the same and 

offering his most important gift to all of them. How come we find it so difficult 

to do the same? 

As Christians, following Christ, we have a duty to try to heal his fractured 

world. We have a duty to speak out against those who are racist. We have a 

duty to speak out against those who want to divide us when Christ wants us to 

come together. How can we do this? Well we need to work together as a belief 

community. The strength we need to speak out will come from Christ, but we 

need to support each other as we do this. When you came in today, some of 

you were each given a piece of a jigsaw of a map of the world. Can you now try 

to find all the other people with bits of the same jigsaw and fit it together on 

the table at the back to make a complete world map. I’ll give you a few 

minutes to do that. 

So do you have a complete world map? Is there something missing? You want 

one more piece? O.K. what do you think might be on that piece that could 

bring the world map together as a complete whole? Here it is ‘the love of God’. 

That is what we need to acknowledge and to remember as we try to heal this 

fractured world. God loves us, each and every one of us. When we recognise 

that and act on it we show respect and understanding to everyone and we no 

longer fear ‘the other’, the person who appears different. We also no longer 

listen to the politicians or the media who tell us that these ‘others’ are to be 

feared or to be blamed, for we recognise that they are the same as us, God’s 

children. We recognise the common humanity we all share whether we use 

chopsticks, or wear burqas, or speak a different language or are black or 

yellow, or brown. When we recognise that God loves us all equally then there 

is no place for division or hatred in our hearts. Let us put God’s love at the 

centre of our world and do all we can to heal his broken creation. 


