
Harvest Communion Sept 2019 
Jn. 7. 25-35 bread from heaven. 
Rev 4.14-18 Harvest of the earth 
 
“Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life”. Jn 
7.27 
Some of us can remember the time when all sermons started with a text. This was usually 
the signal for me to take a nap because what followed was inevitably soporific. That 
probably was as much to do with my spiritual state, because I had given up the desire to 
learn more and grow in my faith, as it did about the quality of the sermon. I have therefore 
shied away from the practice of preaching to a text, but on this occasion the sentence leapt 
out of the page at me because, it chimed with much that has been said and done in church 
this year.  
For instance, we have begun to encourage “Sunday to Saturday faith” with initiatives such 
as “This time tomorrow” in which we share with our neighbour one of our plans for the 
following day. The Church of England is investing heavily in the encouragement of lay 
ministry during the working week and the ministry team has been encouraging us all to 
work on sharing the good news of our faith. 
“Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures for eternal life”.  
By now you are probably asking “What has this got to do with harvest celebration?” Quite a 
lot as I hope you will see. 
The harvest festival or celebration is the culmination of a year of hard work, when all is 
safely gathered in. Whilst in modern diversified farming this is no longer strictly true, at 
least the grain has all been combined and stored. From what I hear, the harvest has been 
good and we have something to celebrate. We are fortunate to live in an area where we are 
surrounded by good farms cultivated by excellent stewards. I take immense pride in the 
work of my neighbours and on occasions have taken photos of the crops as an example to 
others of what good farming looks like. 
 It takes hard work and long hours in all weathers to produce such successful crops, but as 
our readings tell us, a wise man knows that there is more to life than producing worldly 
goods and good crops. Not that there is anything intrinsically wrong in successfully doing so. 
 Two months ago Malcolm preached on the parable of the rich fool. The story concerned a 
wealthy farmer who had a bumper crop. His immediate reaction was to build bigger barns 
to store the crop, so he could stop work and take it easy. In the parable, Jesus teaches us 
that the wealthy man was foolish because he refused to share any of his successful harvest 
and died with it rotting in his barns. In his sermon, Malcolm read out a poetic version of the 
story, with the verse 
 “Once there was a wealthy man, 
Who had a very stingy plan. 
He put his money on a shelf 
And vowed to keep it for himself.....” 
By contrast, farmers in this region have shown generosity to others through support for 
farmers’ charities such as the Addington Fund and The Farming Community Network. Those 
who are not farmers support the food bank and a host of other initiatives to help others. 
Last week, in his Worshipping Together talk on loving your neighbour, Richard listed a 
number of initiatives that members of our congregations are involved in and then asked 
“what am I doing urging you to love your neighbour when you already do so much?” He 



made a play of stopping there, but of course he was able to find something challenging to 
say. 
The point is that, whilst we can feel we aren’t doing too badly on being good neighbours 
and sharing our time and resources, we forget that the more urgent part of God’s plan for 
us is to work for the food that endures for eternal life. As I said earlier, the wise man knows 
that there is more to life than producing worldly goods. 
That’s all very well, you may say, but how do we work for the food that endures; the Bread 
of Heaven? The disciples asked Jesus the same question, to which Jesus replied, “This is the 
work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent”. In other words, not only must we 
believe, but we must help others to do so, by sharing the good news of Jesus’s life and 
death. 
 Elsewhere in the Bible, Jesus said that the harvest was plentiful, but the workers were few 
(Luke 10.2). He then sent out seventy of his disciples into towns and villages with the 
message “The kingdom of God has come near to you”. When was the last time any of us has 
said to a neighbour “Good news! The kingdom of God has come near to you”. I fear we 
would get some strange looks if we did. 
However, we can no longer afford the luxury of assuming that our neighbours know about 
the love of God or that someone else will tell them about it. We can’t just keep the good 
news to ourselves. The Church of England has recently produced the statistic that 93% of 
our population have little or no formal contact with Christianity and the Church.  That 
sounds like a plentiful harvest to me!  To reinforce this point, I chose the Revelation reading, 
about the harvest of the earth. The harvest was fully ripe, ready for reaping and it was time 
to use the sickle and reap. How do we reap this spiritual harvest? 
First we must know what to do.  If a farmer had 93% of his crop unharvested at the 
beginning of September, he would be summoning all the help he could muster to get his 
crops in safely. He would need to be careful that the volunteers knew what to do. If one of 
our local farmers rushed up to me, thrust a set of combine harvester keys into my hand and 
cried “that field over there needs urgently harvesting,” I would not have a clue what to do. If 
I turned the key in the machine and trundled off, I have no doubt that I would cause serious 
damage and would ruin the crop, not rescue it. If we are to share the good news, we must 
be equipped to do so, otherwise we will do more harm than good. 
 In the ministry team, we have been debating how we can equip our congregations for 
mission to the 93%; people with whom they rub shoulders in their everyday lives but 
haven’t a clue about our faith and what goes on in church. 
Confidence in our own faith and the desire for that faith to grow is key. Imagine you had a 
friend, who was heavily involved in their local community and had a reputation as someone 
to whom you can turn to for help. One day they turn to you and say, “you and I both do a lot 
for others and serve on several committees, but you claim to be a Christian and I am a 
doubting agnostic. We both like to think we are good citizens. What is the difference 
between us?” Would we have the confidence to answer? Where would we start? 
It is not possible to give a full answer in the few minutes I have, but I personally would start 
by saying that we are on a journey through life and our time on earth is only part of that 
journey.  I believe in a living God whose ultimate plan is that we should spend the rest of 
our lives with him, but sadly we are in no fit state for that to happen because of our sinful 
nature. To overcome this problem, our God of love sent his only son, Jesus, to die for us and 
pay the penalty for our sinfulness. It is this belief in Jesus, his example of selfless love and 
that there is the real hope of life after death, that distinguishes Christians. I hope we are 



humble enough not to think of ourselves as any better than our neighbours, but you can be 
sure that there are people who see that there is something special in the service that 
Christians give.  
You may have heard of Matthew Parris, a journalist and broadcaster. A few years ago he 
wrote in the Times newspaper:- 
 “As an atheist, I truly believe Africa needs God.” Comparing the effectiveness of Christian 
and purely secular aid agencies he continued, referring to Christians, “It would suit me to 
believe that their honesty, diligence and optimism in their work was unconnected with 
personal faith. Their work was secular, but surely affected by what they were. What they 
were, was, in turn, influenced by a conception of man’s place in the Universe that 
Christianity had taught” He went on to explain that he had observed many different aid 
organisations and those run by Christians were far more effective and had something extra 
to give that other agencies simply did not have. 
We do indeed have a good news story to tell, but we will only have the confidence to tell it 
if our own belief is secure and our faith is growing. Jesus wants us to be like a vine that is 
rooted in him and is growing. If we work on our faith so that it is growing, we will be 
working for the food that endures for eternal life. If anyone would like help to grow their 
faith we have a lot of resources, so have a word with Sharon or a member of the ministry 
team. Growing our faith will be the first step in working for the food that endures. 
The book of Revelation was written by John the Divine to deliver a message of hope at a 
time of great anxiety. The image of the harvest of the Earth was a message of hope for life 
after death. We live in anxious times today. Let us embrace this message of hope. Another 
prophet living in anxious times and delivering a message of hope was Isaiah as he looked 
forward to the time when “The earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters 
cover the sea”. Let’s play our part in making that happen.   
 
 


