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Dear Friends, 
I write this just after the Brexit bill has been put on hold by the Prime 
Minister – another nail biting night in the history of the United Kingdom.  For 
many Christians the whole Brexit debate has been challenging, not least 
because it is the view of many that the Church should not be involved in 
politics.  But politics (with a small ‘p’) is about the way in which a group of 
people makes decisions, and these decisions affect the way in which our lives 
are governed.  As Christians we are involved in our community and the way in 
which decisions are made and carried out.  It is not about making p 
 
Jesus was very much involved in the way that people’s lives were governed.  
He represented a radically different way of living in the community into which 
he was born, one that had long been the desire of God his father, and our 
father.   Jesus called those who followed him to care for each other as they 
would care for themselves.  And he continues to call us to do likewise.  He 
calls us to care not just for those that we love, or even like.  He calls us to care 
for the poor, the stranger and the refugee.  He calls us to care for this fragile 
earth, and to bring about reconciliation between the groups that exist in our 
society who hold radically different views on this and other issues. 
 
In short, the Christian life can be difficult. Our Gospel is a challenging one but 
is also one that is so rewarding, it is our Salvation.    Our Sunday worship is 
directed towards praising the God of our Salvation, and it is to our God that 
we turn as we face crises both individually and collectively. 
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Communities that love and care for each other do not just happen, they take 
care and attention, they involve hospitality, and they demand sacrifice.  The 
sign of a Christian community is one in which each member is prepared to 
sacrifice their own self-interests for the sake of the other.   The other sign of a 
Christian community is one that is constantly at prayer.  As we move towards 
November and our celebration of all those Christians who have gone before 
us and those Saints who have inspired us, may we all kneel before our God in 
prayer, and be encouraged on our Christian journey. 
 
Yours in Christ, 

 
Rev Sharon Potter 
revsharon@btinternet.com    
tel: 01284 828599 or 07825086063 

 

 

mailto:revsharon@btinternet.com
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The Climate Crisis in Ethiopia 
It was the wet time in South Omo, In Ethiopia, yet the roads were dry and 
dusty. The river beds we bumped over had pools of water, but little else. The 
land looked green, but on close inspection there was little grass, just a very 
invasive weed that stores water in its stems and is poisonous to cattle. After 3 
hours we stopped at Golo village, which thanks to Christian Aid now has a 
barn in which to store grass. This should mean that unlike in 2017 when 
thousands of cattle died, more should survive the next drought. In a 
neighbouring village there is now a stone catchment area, a 250,000 litre 
water tank and a hand pump. All these have been built by the villagers, but 
paid for thanks to Christian Aid donors.  
 
Droughts used to come every ten years, but now they come more frequently 
and last longer. As one villager put it, “We are dying due to your impact on 
our weather.” Further on, around a bend in the road we suddenly came upon 
a river flowing through the semi-desert. Here Christian Aid has helped local 
people to put in an irrigation system. Already the land is green with young 
maize plants and soon there will be carrots, beetroot and beans which can be 
sold at local markets. “And what of those who will not get irrigation on their 
land,” we asked. “Obviously”, came the reply, “We will share our land with 
them.” Humbled we left. These people deserve our prayers and our activism. 
The average Ethiopian’s carbon footprint is 0.07 tonnes of CO2, ours in the 
U.K. is 9.1. If we do not do something to halt the climate crisis more and more 
innocent people will suffer.  

Richard Stainer 

 
Thinking about giving 
I have just been reading for the second time a biography written by the 
politician William Hague on William Wilberforce, one of the architects of the 
abolition of the slave trade in this country. Whilst he was, and still is the 
political name associated with this movement, he was only one of many like-
minded people who came together to persuade and lobby the many vested 
interests that slavery and its associated trade were an abhorrence to any 
society.  
 
It took decades to get the legislation through parliament, with initially a very 
sceptical public and parliament; the French revolution, Napoleonic war and 
upheaval in our own country slowing things up. There was certainly an 
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amazing alignment of supporters of historical stature with the likes of Charles 
Wesley, John Newton, Charles James Fox, William Pitt the Younger and other 
political notables of that time.   
 
However, despite many of them having wealth and influential positions, they 
saw it as their Christian and moral duty to give of their time and money for 
the causes they believed in. 
 
Normally at this time of year we have a thanksgiving service to express our 
gratitude to all of you who give so generously to help the churches’ mission in 
this benefice and the wider world. This year we are concentrating on a gift 
day at Bradfield St George on the 24th of November to finally enable the PCC 
to achieve its target to provide a toilet and other facilities within the church. 
 
Two centuries on the world does not appear to have changed very much and 
the original catchphrase and sentiment of the slave abolitionists ‘am I not a 
man and your brother’, still applies. It succinctly sums up the obligation that 
we all have a responsibility to care for each other and that giving and giving 
generously comes from the heart. 
 

Steve Smith 

 
Bradfield St George Gift Day 

24th November 2019 – 10am at Bradfield St George Church 
As mentioned in Steve’s article a reminder that we are holding a Gift Day 
Service  which takes place on November 24th at 10am at Bradfield St George 
church where our guest celebrant and preacher is Bishop Mike. 
 
Bradfield St George PCC has been fundraising to install 
a toilet and kitchenette in the tower of the church, 
which will enhance the ability of the church to provide 
a setting for community activities, as well as make 
services more comfortable!   
 
Since I wrote in last month’s Reaching Out, the revised 
shortfall which is our target for the Gift Day is £12,000. 
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I do hope that you will be able to join us at the service, whether you are able 
to give or not, and to join with the Bradfield St George PCC in giving thanks 
for the generosity of God and our community. 
 

Revd Sharon 

 

 
GLOBAL HOPE TRIP TO JORDAN –  
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

Warm thanks to everyone who generously donated clothing, sewing 
materials, toys etc for refugees in Jordan.   We took out 4 suitcases of stuff 
last month and left 3 of them behind!  But it was deeply moving and 
humbling to meet so many refugee families from Syria, Iraq and Yemen and 
hear their stories. As well as the trauma of the past, there’s also a sense of 
sense of powerlessness in the face of big politics and bureaucracy and some 
had lost hope.  Yet we were able to pray with some of them and encourage 
them in believing they have a hope.  As someone once wrote: “God’s 
friendship is with people who know their poverty”.  So our permanent Global 
Hope team in Jordan offers them God’s love, friendship and lasting 
relationships, and we felt it a great privilege to be a small part of that.  
  
It gets very cold in Jordan in winter and our office there has launched an 
appeal for blankets.   So if anyone would like to help with the cost of buying 
blankets (£14 each), please let us know.  In the meantime thank you so much 
again for your support for us last month; it’s great to know that our church is 
right behind us in this venture! 
  
With our love,  
Malcolm and Judy, Martin and Sylvia 
 

And still on thank you’s…… 
Village Friends and others in the Benefice filled an 
amazing 53 shoe boxes for"Link to Hope" heading 
for Romania, Moldova, Ukraine and Bulgaria for 
Christmas - many thanks to everyone who 
donated items to go  in the boxes and money to 
help with transport which will be delivered to the collection point this week 
(so won't be seen in churches). 
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The next Village Friends meeting is to be held on Thursday 21st November at 
Felsham Village Hall, making angels to decorate the Village Friends Christmas 
Tree that will be donated to the Felsham Church Christmas Tree Festival.  For 
more details contact Lynn Cardale on 01284 386327. 

 

More Dates for your Diary… 
The music group will be playing at our next Six2seven at Felsham at 6pm on 
Sunday 3rd November.  Do come along and enjoy fellowship, refreshment, 
and good music!  There will be a selection of favourite worship songs and 
hymns for all to join in with! 

 

 
 

 
Sailing Around GB in 80 Days! 

A fun talk by Gerry Bullard 

Friday 15th November at 7pm 
Bradfield St Clare Village Hall 
Entry £8  
To nclude a glass of wine & nibbles! 

In aid of Bradfield St Clare Church funds 
Contact: 

Margaret Newlands – 01284 388637 or 
Pat Hipwell – 01284 386636 

 

 
Cockfield St Peter’s Autumn Lunch will be held on Sunday 24 
November in Cockfield Village Hall.   Come and 
enjoy prime roast beef and all the trimmings 
(there is also a vegetarian option).  There are 
desserts to follow of course!   
 
Tickets initially from Mike Swiney (01284 
828652), Dave Smith (01284 828239), Howard Wright (01284 828125) 
and Norman Kelly (01284 828904).  Proceeds to St Peter’s Church. 
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Bury Bach Choir concert 
 

A German Requiem by Brahms 
The Armed Man: a mass for peace, by Karl Jenkins 

Sat 16th November 2019, 7.30pm 
The Apex, Bury St Edmunds 

 
Bury Bach Choir, with conductor Philip Reed, perform two contrasting choral 
works, one an acknowledged masterpiece, the other a contemporary classic. 
 
Brahms began work on his German Requiem following the death of his close 
friend and fellow composer, Robert Schumann, completing it a decade later 
after the death of his mother. For the texts, Brahms chose traditional words 
of comfort for the bereaved from the Lutheran Bible, rather than using the 
Catholic Latin mass. 
 
Dedicated to the victims of the Kosovo crisis, Karl Jenkins’ 'The Armed Man' is 
a powerful and compelling account of the descent into the horrors of war 
before offering hope of peace.   The work has become one of the most 
performed and poignant choral works of the moment.  
 
Tickets from the Apex: £26*, £21*, £16*. Under 21's half price.  
*Includes £1 booking fee 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Don’t forget to let Revd Sharon have the names of those to be remembered 
at the All Souls Service on 3rd November at 2pm at Bradfield St Clare.  Please 
do come along to the service and join us in praying for all the faithful who 
have gone before us, and those whom we have loved and lost. 
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Cockfield Benefice Services –  November 2019 
 

 
 
Sunday 3rd November 
All Saints/All Souls 
 

 

9.30am Communion  
 

Bradfield St George 

2pm All Souls Service – 
remembering those we have 
love and lost 

Bradfield St Clare 

6pm Six2seven  Felsham 

 
Sunday 10th November 
Remembrance 
 
 

 

8am Communion 
 

Gedding 

 

10.45am Remembrance Service 
 

Cockfield 

 

10.45am Remembrance Service 
 

Felsham 

 

10.45am Remembrance Service 
 

Bradfield St George 

Sunday 17th November 
2nd before Advent 
 

 

8am Said Communion BCP 
 

Cockfield 

  

9.30am Family Service 
 

Felsham 

 
Sunday 24th November 
Christ the King 
 
 

 

10am  Thanksgiving and Gift 
Day Service for the 
Tower Project with 
Bishop Mike 

 

Bradfield St George 

 
 
Saturday 30th 
November 
 

 
3-5pm 
   

Felsham Village 
Hall 

 

A service of Celtic Morning Prayer is held every Tuesday at Cockfield at 9am 

A service of Celtic Evening Prayer is held every Thursday at Bradfield St Clare at 5pm.  

All are welcome – these services are around 15-20 minutes long. 

Please note these services may be subject to change – for up-to-date service times 
see the benefice website at www.cockfieldbenefice.com 

http://www.cockfieldbenefice.com/
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