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My Auntie Elsie was a wonderfully generous woman. She made enormous trifles and 

delighted just to watch us her nephews and nieces eating them. (Sometimes she admitted 

she made one for herself and ate it at one sitting – which I found highly impressive as an 8 yr 

old). She was generous with her food, with her money, with her time. And she was full of joy, 

which is unsurprising because scientific research suggests that the key factors affecting our 

joy and happiness are three things; the ability to reframe our situation more positively 

(perspective), our capacity to experience gratitude and our choice to be kind and generous. 

So raising money for the tower here is a win win – a win for the church in ensuring its 

witness continues, and for those contributing because the science tells us such generosity is 

good for us. In fact the science also suggests we are wired for this – and if we receive but 

don’t give we end up like the dead sea, that only receives beautiful water from rivers but 

goes dank and bad because it does not give.  Older people with hypertension have 

decreased blood pressure when they are assigned to spend money on others rather than 

themselves; a large-scale study showed volunteering reduced the risk of death by 24%, and 

plenty of other statistics make the point.  And there is material generosity but there is also 

spiritual generosity – not speaking badly of one who is absent, thinking the best of someone 

not the worst, engaging with those who are unpopular – and more widely in our prayer for 

others, our readiness to support, encourage and watch out for others and so on.  

From a Christian perspective we shouldn’t be surprised we’re wired in this way – after all at 

heart of our universe is not the Higgs-Boson particle but the Trinity – that set of generous 

relationships lost in the glory of the goodness of their live together. To be generous is to 

share in this dynamic at the heart of the cosmos which in the end will be realised as the 

kingdom of God in its fullness. To be generous is to be no more than to become what we 

are; it’s not just that we have received God’s generosity but that as Meister Eckhart, the 

great medieval mystic put it, we ARE God’s generosity, down to the physical fibres of our 

being.  

On this account generosity and giving are not so much duties as opportunities - by giving we 

acknowledge the worthiness of what God is doing and get a chance to participate in it, 

becoming more truly who we are. Giving is meant to be a dynamic in which we live and 

move and have our being, the environment in which we exist. It is a part of love, it honours 

the God we worship by accepting his invitation to be a part of what he is doing and how God 

is. What we have say over, our money, our possessions, our minds and hearts, all this is a 

part of our kingdom and in giving in this way we subject our kingdom to God’s kingdom, we 

say “thy Kingdom come”. 

We can wrong-headedly think of money, prayer, worship etc as what we’re doing for God 

BUT all of these things are opportunities for us to share in God’s life– money, prayer, 

worship – they’re for our benefit, not God’s. And Jesus suggests that living by this dynamic 

of giving allows those things that others give to come to us too so there is if you like a great 

circle of giving. So in Luke 6 for example Jesus says “Give and it shall be given unto you”. 

Now why is that? Is it a contract where you give so much money and you get so much back? 

No, it’s when you enter into the life of giving you are put in a cycle of God’s abundance and 

when you give you affirm God’s abundance; you are saying when you give that money, “God 

will take care of me” and that trust puts you in the circle of the kingdom. In fact Jesus 



actually says give and it’ll be given to you, poured out in your lap, pressed down, shaken 

together, running over …in contrast to when you open a new cereal box and find a third of it 

is air; they didn’t press it down, shake it together or allow it to run over – they just put it in 

there and didn’t shake it and closed the lid and you got to buy a load of air – that isn’t the 

way God is – and when we enter the cycle of giving in the Kingdom of God we should be 

watching out for abundance – it isn’t tit for tat, it’s bigger than that, it’s living a kingdom 

based life and the testimony of many worshipping God like this, is that it is the road not to 

austerity but joy, joyful givers. 

The strange irony is that as we genuinely allow our lives to be lives working in concert with 

Jesus way, shaping characters who over time naturally give, forgive and all the rest Jesus 

tells us we find not lack but fullness – and the opportunity to realise such fullness is the 

greatest opportunity we have as human beings.  

Underneath our resistance to this way of thinking are theological issues – including our 

image of God. What’s the most important idea in your head?  A.W.Tozer, Ruth Burrows, 

Dallas Willard and others say the single most imp idea in your mind is your idea of God, it 

shapes our engagement with reality, whether you’re atheist, agnostic or Augustinian. So 

often we don’t think God is generous, but mean, difficult or at best an insoluble puzzle etc (if 

don’t believe this then consider how quickly, when someone says God is good, you think 

“yes BUT didn’t help out my mum with breast cancer”) – it doesn’t take long for us to be 

diverted by our ambivalence - even in worship we can be more absorbed in our internal 

dialogue ABOUT God rather than giving worth to God, failing as William Law put it, to think 

magnificently of God. In contrast, John the Apostle says “this is the message we have heard 

and proclaim to you”, so what’s the summary message?, “that God is light and in Him there 

is no darkness AT ALL”. If when we seek to perceive God we actually fill our minds with 

doubts, ambivalence and intellectual arguments and counter-arguments then that is what 

we’ll see, not God. I’m not saying suppress, deny or dismiss doubts, I’m not saying don’t 

wrestle intellectually, I’m not saying don’t be honest about your anger or bewilderment or 

lament, but I am saying that if we would perceive the God of Jesus Christ, the God of John 

the Apostle, the God of St Paul and the rest, then the idea in our mind must be of the One 

who is light, who is love, who is exuberant GENEROUS Life. And we must take time to be 

with THIS God, perceiving Him.  

Do you know what grace is? Grace is God acting in our life to do what we cannot do on our 

own. Grace is what we as Christians are invited to live by. The saint uses grace like a 747 

jet burns gas on takeoff! So “how do I get grace in my life, how do I get God operating in my 

life”? Well it’s easy, get caught up in God’s way of being, doing justly, exercising kindness 

and indeed GIVING generously. This is about being caught up in the flow of grace.  

Generosity is not solemn duty, but what we were born for, what we are destined for in God’s 

kingdom and the way in which we align ourselves with the dynamic of the cosmos and its 

Creator, just the greatest opportunity and fulfilment. Thanks be to God for such an 

arrangement. 

 


