
A Day to Look Forward To: Matthew 24.36-44 
Cockfield, 1 December 2019 
Aim: to encourage my hearers to look forward to Jesus’ second coming with perseverance, 
patience and joy. For Christians, it’s a day to look forward to. 
________________________________________________________ 
Advent Sunday!  The season of Advent calendars, maybe candles and of course getting 
ready for Christmas.  I was astonished to discover just how many different sorts of Advent 
calendars you can buy now.  It’s big business. Thankfully you can still buy the simple ones 
with Bible verses (sort we used to have as children!) but there are so many more stuffed full 
of chocolate and other goodies.  Did you know you can get a Nespresso calendar with a 
coffee capsule for every day of Advent, or a Very Merry Gin calendar with a bottle of gin for 
every day (miniatures…) for just £74.50 on Amazon + free delivery!  
It’s easy to be blinded by the consumer hype and to forget the reason for the season.   As 
Sharon reminds is in this month’s Green Links: Advent for the Church should be about the 
expectant longing for the coming of Christ’s kingdom in power and the spirit of penitence.   
“Expectant longing” is a great phrase - we look forward to Christmas Day when again we’ll 
celebrate the coming of Jesus into this world.   We get ready for those celebrations during 
Advent – as we sing carols such as O come, O come Emmanuel, go shopping for presents or 
food (perennial activity!), put up the decorations etc – we get ready in many ways. 
But Advent is also expressing another longing, one that’s in the future, a day when Jesus 
will return – His second coming, when we will see the Kingdom of God fully established on 
earth.  Both our lectionary readings for today have this theme.   How ready are we for that 
2nd Christmas?   
It’s a theme we don’t often talk about – or preach on – for various reasons. There’s much 
we dont know, it has been a divisive issue and it’s also challenging.  We find the idea of 
judgment difficult, although Jesus and the NT writers all refer to it. Medieval images of 
terrifying judgment persist in our minds and we instinctively fear that Day – Dies Irae, the 
Day of Wrath – which seriously distort the Biblical image of a glorious future that God will 
usher in, one of global peace and justice. 
We may instinctively wonder whether we can ever be good enough for Him.  Thankfully, we 
can answer that objection quickly and say NONE of us are by nature good enough for God, 
but that’s the whole point of the Gospel: Christ came to restore/to save a broken 
humanity.   He came for people just like us to bring us back to God.  So if we have put our 
faith in Jesus and truly follow Him, we can have confidence before God and don’t need to 
fear His judgment. The Gospel is Good news!  
So what can we know about this 2nd coming?  Turn with me to Matt 24.36ff. 

1. It will come in God’s time, not ours.  Over the last 2000 years, there have been 100s, 
even 1000s, who have tried to predict the date of the 2nd coming.  For example, 
there was a Bishop Martin (no relative I assume!) who predicted that Jesus would 
return between 375-400AD.   Or a Spanish monk who later predicted the actual day:  
6th April 793. I guess he woke up the next morning in his own bed somewhat 
surprised!   

 
Or take the Baptist minister William Miller who prophesied Jesus’ return for 21 March 1844, 
based on a literal reading of the book of Daniel. The date was subsequently revised by his 
followers to 22 October the same year, and when both dates passed and nothing happened, 
they called it the ‘Great Disappointment’.    



Such predictions have continued right up to the present day. Many thought that the year 
2000 would be the Day when Jesus came again.  
 
The trouble with all such predictions is people forget what Jesus Himself said. ‘About that 
day and hour no one knows.  In other words, the end will come in God’s time, not 
ours.   Something we have to learn again and again – God’s timing is different from ours.    
 
The story goes of an accountant who was trying to understand this and came across the 
passage from 2 Peter where he reminds his readers that ‘One day with the Lord is like a 
1000 years and 1000 years like one day’ (2 Peter 3).  He asked God if that was really 
true?  ‘Yes it is’ replied the Lord. The accountant reasoned ‘Then is one penny the same to 
you as £1 million?  ‘Yes, it is’ came the unexpected reply. ‘Then Lord, please would you give 
me some of those pennies? ‘Yes, I will’ said the Lord. ‘Just wait for a day’. We want God’s 
resources without his timing!  We need to be patient. 
 
2. It will come suddenly when we don’t expect it.  Last month saw the 30th anniversary 
of the Fall of the Berlin Wall.  You’ll recall the concrete wall that divided East and West 
Berlin, for decades a symbol of a divided nation and a divided world. Many were shot trying 
to climb over it.   But life was going on very much as normal in Berlin in November 1989, 
when suddenly everything changed.  After a confused political announcement, 1000s of East 
Berliners forced their way through to the West without being shot.  Within hours the Wall 
itself was being demolished and within a year Germany was reunited as one country.  Many 
had been longing for reunification, but no-one expected it to happen when it did and when 
it did, it was sudden.   
 
Similarly, we’re told that Jesus’ second coming will be unexpected and sudden. Life will be 
going on as normal, people working, marrying, living, and suddenly everything will be 
changed.  
 
3. God’s justice means a separation.  How often we hear cries for justice to be done in 
the world today – social justice, trade justice, environmental justice….    
The final day has now come and we see God acting in justice, separating one from another. 
‘Two men will be in the field, one will be taken, one left. Two women will be grinding at the 
handmill; one will be taken, the other left’.   
 
The next chapter in Matthew’s gospel records the Parable of the Sheep and the Goats, 
where again there’s separation.  This is not the separation of death or bereavement, which I 
know is a very real issue for many; it’s the separation between those who have believed in 
Jesus from those who have deliberately turned their backs on Him.  Just as some rejected 
Jesus at His first coming as a baby in Bethlehem – think of King Herod – so it will be at his 
second coming.   
 
4. But for those who have loved Him and longed for His appearing, it will surely be a 
time of great rejoicing.   Our Isaiah reading points us to this, painting a glorious future of a 
transformed world!  A picture of all nations longing for the God who brings lasting peace 
and justice.  As well as spiritual transformation, there’s social transformation – Isaiah speaks 
of weapons of war being changed into peaceful tools for the good of all.  Substitute ‘guns’ 



and ‘rocket launchers’ for ‘swords’ and ‘spears’ and this passage becomes very relevant for 
today.  Having been recently to the Middle East Judy and I are very conscious of the need 
for lasting peace and justice.  How we all long for such a glorious future.   It’s a day to look 
forward to.   
So what’s the Advent take-home message for us?  Our eldest son has a fridge magnet which 
says “Look busy, Jesus is coming!”  It’s not about being busy, but what then? 
Jesus says: Keep awake; you must be ready”.  In context, ‘Keep awake’ means being 
spiritually awake, alive to what God is doing in us and in the world.   
 
 
 
Suggest 2 practical things: 

1. We need to Persevere in our faith.  We put our faith in Jesus Christ and try to lead 
lives that please him, but something comes along to threaten our faith, throwing us 
off course.   Suffering, disappointments and trials of various kinds – and we may be 
tempted to give up on God. We’re called to persevere in our faith and our hope in a 
good God, who walks alongside us in our trials and does indeed work all things for 
good for those who love Him.  We may not understand what He is doing in our lives 
but we can still trust Him. So let’s avail ourselves of the means of grace – reading 
and meditating on God’s word and encouraging our hearts, sharing in fellowship, so 
that our faith can be strengthened, in spite of all the world may throw at us.  

 
2. We need to be Patient and learn afresh that God’s timing is not ours.   Patience and 
faith enhance once another and bring true joy.  As author Joyce Meyer put it:   A trusting 
attitude and a patient attitude go hand in hand.  When you learn to let go and trust God, it 
releases joy in your life.  And when you trust in God you’re able to be more patient. Patience 
is not just about waiting for something, it’s about how you wait while waiting.  
 
So how awake are we, how ready are we for that final Day when Christ will come 
again?  Let’s learn how to persevere in our faith, to strengthen ourselves against all 
unbelief, and be patient for that final day.  A glorious Day when all our expectant longings 
will be satisfied. What a great day to look forward to! 
Amen     
 


