
NOTICES 
 

The Great Big Christmas Quiz in aid of CRISIS and 
the Ipswich Night Shelter.  Please pick up your 
quiz (minimum donation of £2) at the back of the 
church, from Cockfield Post Office, from Felsham 
Post Office, or by calling Pat on 01284 386636, or 
Margaret on 01284 386457.  Let's get quizzing and 
give the little old grey cells a Christmas work out. 
 
Food Bank: Please give generously in the run-up 
to Christmas and, if possible include a few treat 
items such as tins of biscuits or sweets. Many 
families in our area will inevitably be relying on 
the Gatehouse Food Bank to put food on the table 
over the Christmas period, so please be extra 
generous. If you'd rather not leave food in the 
church, then please contact Richard and Christine 
(BSG) on 01284 388175 or Howard Wright 
(Cockfield) on 01449 737818 or Beryl Meed 
(Felsham) on 01449 737818. 
 
Help needed.  We are looking for a volunteer to 
help in the kitchen at Messy Church to plate up 
food, make drinks and clear up afterwards. We 
meet 6 Saturdays a year, but you would not be 
expected to do all 6.  If you are interested please 
contact Christine Stainer on 01284 388175, or 
email her at christinestainer57@gmail.com. 
  
Messy Teenagers.  Some of the Messy Church 
children are getting older and staying with us. We 
are, therefore, looking for someone who feels 
they could engage with this age group in an 
informal way.  If you think that this could be you, 
please contact Rev Sharon or Christine Stainer 
01284 388175 or christinestainer57@gmail.com  
to discuss it further. 
 

Next week’s services in the Cockfield Benefice 
15th December 

Third Sunday of Advent 
10.00 am Communion - Bradfield St George 

3.30 pm Carol Service - Bradfield St Clare 
 
See www.cockfieldbenefice.com for times of services and 
other events.  For any other matters contact 
revsharon@btinternet.com, or telephone 01284-

828955/07825086063. 
Also find us on Facebook! 

 
 
 

Cockfield Benefice  
8th December 2019 

Second Sunday of Advent 
Weekly Pew Sheet 

 

Welcome to our Church! 
Please take this pew sheet home to use in 

your prayers and for notices 
Please stay after the service for a coffee 

 
We welcome Archdeacon David to our service 
today to commission Andy Price as a Lay Elder 
 
Collect: 
Almighty God, 
purify our hearts and minds, 
that when your Son Jesus Christ comes again as 
judge and saviour 
we may be ready to receive him, 
who is our Lord and our God. 
Amen  
 
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 11. 1-10 
1 A shoot will grow up from the stump of Jesse; 
    a branch will sprout from his roots. 
2 The Lord’s spirit will rest upon him, 
    a spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
    a spirit of planning and strength, 
    a spirit of knowledge and fear of the Lord. 
3 He will delight in fearing the Lord. 
He won’t judge by appearances, 
    nor decide by hearsay. 
4 He will judge the needy with righteousness, 
    and decide with equity for those who suffer in 
the land. 
He will strike the violent with the rod of his 
mouth; 
    by the breath of his lips he will kill the wicked. 
5 Righteousness will be the belt around his hips, 
    and faithfulness the belt around his waist. 
6 The wolf will live with the lamb, 
    and the leopard will lie down with the young 
goat; 
    the calf and the young lion will feed together, 
    and a little child will lead them. 
7 The cow and the bear will graze. 
    Their young will lie down together, 
    and a lion will eat straw like an ox. 
8 A nursing child will play over the snake’s hole; 
    toddlers will reach right over the serpent’s den. 
9 They won’t harm or destroy anywhere on my 
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holy mountain. 
    The earth will surely be filled with the 
knowledge of the Lord, 
    just as the water covers the sea. 
10 On that day, the root of Jesse will stand as a 
signal to the peoples. The nations will seek him 
out, and his dwelling will be glorious. 
 
Gospel Reading: Matthew 3. 1-12 

1 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the 
desert of Judea announcing “Change your hearts 
and lives! Here comes the kingdom of 
heaven!” 3 He was the one of whom Isaiah the 
prophet spoke when he said: 
The voice of one shouting in the wilderness, 
        “Prepare the way for the Lord; 
        make his paths straight.”  
4 John wore clothes made of camel’s hair, with a 
leather belt around his waist. He ate locusts and 
wild honey. 
5 People from Jerusalem, throughout Judea, and all 
around the Jordan River came to him. 6 As they 
confessed their sins, he baptized them in the 
Jordan River.7 Many Pharisees and Sadducees 
came to be baptized by John. He said to them, 
“You children of snakes! Who warned you to 
escape from the angry judgment that is coming 
soon? 8 Produce fruit that shows you have 
changed your hearts and lives. 9 And don’t even 
think about saying to yourselves, Abraham is our 
father. I tell you that God is able to raise up 
Abraham’s children from these stones. 10 The axe 
is already at the root of the trees. Therefore, every 
tree that doesn’t produce good fruit will be 
chopped down and tossed into the fire. 11 I baptize 
with water those of you who have changed your 
hearts and lives. The one who is coming after me 
is stronger than I am. I’m not worthy to carry his 
sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and with fire. 12 The shovel he uses to sift the 
wheat from the husks is in his hands. He will clean 
out his threshing area and bring the wheat into his 
barn. But he will burn the husks with a fire that 
can’t be put out.” 
 
Post Communion Prayer: 
Father in heaven, 
who sent your Son to redeem the world 
and will send him again to be our judge: 
give us grace so to imitate him 
in the humility and purity of his first coming 
that, when he comes again, 
we may be ready to greet him 

with joyful love and firm faith; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
Praying through the Week: 
 
A Personal Prayer: 
Lord, as the Spirit rested on Jesus, 
filling him with wisdom and understanding, 
may the Spirit also rest on me, 
teaching and guiding me, 
reminding me of Jesus and all that he has done. 
May your Spirit give me what I need 
for every day and every task, 
big or small, extravagant or mundane. 
Holy Spirit, fill my life today 
and grow good fruit in me.  
Amen. 
 
Praying for the world: 

• France as they face crippling national strikes. 

• For the people of Syria after recent air strikes. 

• For all the refugees in the world.  

• For the general election that takes place on 12 
December, that those who are elected will 
pursue an agenda that brings justice to all 

 
In our Diocesan cycle of prayer: 

• David Jenkins (Archdeacon of Sudbury); Sally 
Gaze (Archdeacon for Rural Mission); 
Rhiannon King (Archdeacon of Ipswich); 
Jeanette Gosney (Acting Archdeacon of 
Suffolk). Diocesan Officers and Advisors.  

• Pioneering ministries of Lightwave and of 
Parishes. 
Pray for the work of the Mothers’ Union 
around the world, Sheran Harper  

• (Worldwide President) Bev Jullien (Chief 
Executive). 

• Biharamulo: Rev. Canon Stanley Kinyoruvu, 
Diocesan Secretary.  

 
Praying for our Benefice.  We pray for: 

• All those known to us who are ill or recovering 
from operations/illness: Dot Smith, Gillian 
Hodge, Duncan Maclaren 

• All those in need of our prayer:  Cedric Barratt 

• The Christmas Services, that they will bring 
many into contact with the Church, and begin 
a conversation about faith 

• our benefice ministry team 

• Village Friends Christmas Meal taking place 
this Thursday 12th December 


