
NOTICES 
 

This afternoon at 3pm the Christmas Tree festival will 
be launched plus the Christmas Draw in aid of Felsham 
& Gedding churches will take place at Felsham Church, 
followed by an Advent Christingle service at 4pm.  All 
welcome. 
 
The Great Big Christmas Quiz in aid of CRISIS and the 
Ipswich Night Shelter.  Please pick up your quiz 
(minimum donation of £2) at the back of the church or 
from Cockfield Post Office, or by calling Pat on 01284 
386636, or Margaret on 01284 386457.  Let's get 
quizzing and give the little old grey cells a Christmas 
work out. 
 
Food Bank: Please give generously in the run-up to 
Christmas and, if possible include a few treat items 
such as tins of biscuits or sweets. Many families in our 
area will inevitably be relying on the Gatehouse Food 
Bank to put food on the table over the Christmas 
period, so please be extra generous. If you'd rather not 
leave food in the church, then please contact Richard 
and Christine (BSG) on 01284 388175 or Howard 
Wright (Cockfield) on 01449 737818 or Beryl Meed 
(Felsham) on 01449 737818. 
 
Help needed.  We are looking for a volunteer to help in 
the kitchen at Messy Church to plate up food, make 
drinks and clear up afterwards. We meet 6 Saturdays a 
year, but you would not be expected to do all 6.  If you 
are interested please contact Christine Stainer on 
01284 388175, or email her at 
christinestainer57@gmail.com. 
  
Messy Teenagers.  Some of the Messy Church children 
are getting older and staying with us. We are, 
therefore, looking for someone who feels they could 
engage with this age group in an informal way.  If you 
think that this could be you, please contact Rev Sharon 
or Christine Stainer 01284 388175 or 
christinestainer57@gmail.com  to discuss it further. 
 

Next week’s services in the Cockfield Benefice 
8th December 

Second Sunday in Advent 
10.00 am Communion & commissioning of Andy 

Price as an Elder - Felsham 
3.30 pm Carol Service - Gedding 

 
See www.cockfieldbenefice.com for times of services and 
other events.  For any other matters contact 
revsharon@btinternet.com, or telephone 01284-

828955/07825086063. 
Also find us on Facebook! 

 
 

Cockfield Benefice 

1st December 2019 
Advent Sunday 

Weekly Pew Sheet 
 

Welcome to our Church! 
Please take this pew sheet home to use in 

your prayers and for notices!  
 
Collect 
Almighty God, 
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 
and to put on the armour of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life, 
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great 
humility; 
that on the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 
      to judge the living and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 2.1-5 
2 The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw 
concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
2 In days to come 
    the mountain of the LORD’s house 
shall be established as the highest of the 
mountains, 
    and shall be raised above the hills; 
all the nations shall stream to it. 
3     Many peoples shall come and say, 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 
    to the house of the God of Jacob; 
that he may teach us his ways 
    and that we may walk in his paths.” 
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 
    and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
4 He shall judge between the nations, 
    and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
    and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
    neither shall they learn war any more. 
5 O house of Jacob, 
    come, let us walk 
    in the light of the LORD! 
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Gospel Reading: Matthew 24.36-44 
36 “But about that day and hour no one knows, 
neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only 
the Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were, so will 
be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in those 
days before the flood they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the 
day Noah entered the ark, 39 and they knew 
nothing until the flood came and swept them all 
away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 
40 Then two will be in the field; one will be taken 
and one will be left. 41 Two women will be grinding 
meal together; one will be taken and one will be 
left. 42 Keep awake therefore, for you do not know 
on what day your Lord is coming. 43 But 
understand this: if the owner of the house had 
known in what part of the night the thief was 
coming, he would have stayed awake and would 
not have let his house be broken into. 44 Therefore 
you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 
coming at an unexpected hour. 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
O Lord our God, 
make us watchful and keep us faithful 
as we await the coming of your Son our Lord; 
that, when he shall appear, 
he may not find us sleeping in sin 
but active in his service 
and joyful in his praise; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Praying through the Week 
 
A Personal Prayer 
Lead me, O Lord; 
Be my light in the darkness. 
Guide my feet to walk in your paths, 
That I may illuminate the way for others, 
And pave the ways of this world with peace. 
Amen. 
 
Praying for the world: 

• For those who have lost their lives in Iraq 
during anti-government protests 

• For the people of Zimbabwe, where food 
poverty is very scarce and many people are 
living on one meal day 

• For the refugees in Amman and the NGO’s that 
are supporting them 

• For the general election that takes place on 12 
December, that those who are elected will 
pursue an agenda that brings justice to all 

 
In our Diocesan cycle of prayer: 

• Members of the Diocesan Synod, Diocesan 
Secretary Anna Hughes and the diocesan staff. 

• Parishes seeking to recruit of new ministrs. 

• Pray for the Falkland Islands (Extra-Provincial 
to Canterbury). The Rt Revd Timothy Thornton 
- Bishop to the Forces and Bishop to the 
Falkland Islands. 

• Lweru Diocese: Rev Canon Brighton 
Mtafungwa, Rural Dean & Buhaya Parish. 

 
Praying for our Benefice.  We pray for: 

• All those known to us who are ill or recovering 
from operations/illness: Dot Smith, Gillian 
Hodge 

• All those in need of our prayer:  Cedric Barratt 

• Those who have died: we remember Jen 
Shuttlewood 

• The Christmas Services, that they will bring 
many into contact with the Church, and begin 
a conversation about faith 

 
 

A space to record your own reflections on the 
readings/sermon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


