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Following the star Christmas 2019 
 

Who has heard of the Angel Gabriel? (Picture) 
What did he do? - Told Mary that she was going to give birth to Jesus Christ. 
Who told the Wise Men about the star? (Picture of Wise Men) Was it the Angel 
Gabriel? No! Then who did? What was so special about the star? We don’t know, but 
it was special enough for the wise men to set off on a long, dangerous journey. 

Could our wise men come up and get ready for their unknown journey, 
following the star?  

We will need some donkeys, camels, food and supplies. 
Can you see the star? Now, you need to follow it whilst it is shining and stop when it 
goes out. (Wise men follow T. with the star, returning to the chancel 
steps).  Sometimes you will hear a voice telling you what to do and sometimes there 
will be silence.  (Ask to stop for night and close their eyes at top of side aisle. Open 
eyes; T. still in front with star. Move down side aisle. Close eyes. T. and star 
disappear. Children told to move towards font where someone is standing with a 
door. The door person asks if they are looking for a child, born King of the Jews. 
Wise men told they need to go to Bethlehem and are directed to chancel steps) 
Wise men return to pews or activity table. (Blank screen) 
 

Christmas Day Talk After Children have returned. 
Well I hope you all enjoyed our wise men’s journey. I would be surprised if 

anyone thought it was scary or dangerous or difficult, but the real Wise Men’s 
journey would have been all three. (picture of desert terrain).It would have been 
scary, because they had no idea where they would end up. They would probably 
have to fend off marauding thieves and rulers of hostile lands. It was dangerous 
because the terrain would have been a combination of mountain, desert and stony 
ground. Wolves, lions, jackals and other wild animals would have prowled round their 
camp at night hoping to kill one of the camels or donkeys. And it would have been 
difficult, following a star that could only been seen on a clear night. 

We like to plan our journeys with packing lists, maps, and details of where to 
stay the night. The wise men could not do this because they did not know where they 
were going. They had to be open to the leading of the star; open to where God was 
leading them. (blank screen) 

So why did they set out on such a hazardous journey? What were they 
seeking and why did they think it important? (Children; who did the wise men tell 
Herod they were looking for?) King of the Jews! But that still doesn’t answer why 
they thought it was important to seek him out. After all there were several kings, 
ruling in the area, and the wise men hadn’t thought it important to visit them. 

 There may be a clue in the gifts they brought and (children, what were 
these?) Gold, frankincense and myrrh. (picture)   These three gifts tell us what they 
must have been thinking. Gold was a symbol of kingship on earth, frankincense (an 
incense) was a symbol of godliness, and myrrh (an embalming oil for a dead person) 
was a symbol of death. In other words, they were looking for an earthly king who was 
going to reign like a god and who would meet an early death. Quite something for 
these Magi to get their minds around. No wonder they were puzzled and wanted to 
see for themselves! (picture of Mary and child) 

There are many other stories in the bible about famous people, told by God to 
set off on journeys, to seek and find something important. During Advent, the period 
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leading up to Christmas, we have been celebrating John the Baptist. (picture) He 
was on a journey, seeking the Messiah, who was to be the saviour of Israel. John’s 
role was to prepare the way of the Lord by inviting the crowds to repent and be 
baptised. His journey ended in prison for delivering a few home truths to King Herod 
and his wife, (picture) but he was still seeking the Messiah for whom he had 
prepared the way. 

When he heard about Jesus’s ministry, John sent messengers to ask “Are you 
the one whom is to come, or must we wait for another”. Jesus does not give a 
theoretical answer, but tells the messengers to tell John what they have seen “The 
Blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed the deaf hear, the 
dead are raised and the poor have good news brought to them”. (on screen). Jesus 
is healing the sick and looking after the poor and needy and showing that the 
kingdom of God is near.   
          John reminded his followers that they needed to restore their relationship with 
God, with a renewed commitment to God’s ways of justice and righteousness. Jesus 
was delivering this same message through his miracles and teaching, looking after 
the needs of others. Jesus challenged the hypocrites who looked pious but ignored 
the needs of others. The coming of God’s kingdom of justice, care for others and 
peace is what John was seeking and Jesus was demonstrating. 

Like The Wise Men and John, we are also on a journey, the journey of life. 
What are we seeking?  In 2020 what star do we think is important enough to follow? 
What will motivate us? Plans to buy a better car or a new house? Plans to get a new 
job or promotion or retire? Hope that Brexit will actually be sorted? Nothing wrong 
with these but is there something more important; more lasting? Something that may 
change the course of our lives?  Something that is worth hardship; something that 
will take us to an unknown place? 

We can look at the example of the wise men. They almost got it right. They 
were looking for an earthly king who would rule like a god. Instead they found a babe 
in a manger, whose kingdom was not of this world, but who had come to restore our 
relationship with God, so that we could be with him in the world to come. 

We can look at what John saw; Jesus healing, teaching, and preaching about 
the need for justice and peace in our world on earth. (Blank) 
  What will we do to help bring God’s kingdom to earth and to prepare for the 
kingdom to come, not just on Christmas day, but for the rest of the year? A week ago 
I heard part of a poem by Howard Firmin, an American Christian, contrasting the 
celebrations with the real work of Christmas. “When the song of the angels is stilled, 
when the star in the sky is gone, when the kings and princes are home, when the 
shepherds are back with their flock, the work of Christmas begins; to find the lost, to 
heal the broken, to feed the hungry, to release the prisoner, to rebuild the nations, to 
make peace among brothers, to make music in the hearts”. God won’t force you to 
do anything, but he loves a cheerful giver, whether it is in cash or giving time to help 
others. So what will you be seeking in 2020?  
Sharon’s Epilogue 

William has suggested two items to seek. One was to restore our relationship with 
God. The other was to help build God’s Kingdom on earth by looking after the poor 
and needy and promoting a society where peace and justice are paramount. They 
are not mutually exclusive and one usually leads to the other. You may well have 
thought of something different that you yourself would like to do in 2020. However, 
the radical lesson that Jesus taught was that, while working for the good of others is 
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part of the Christian journey, we cannot find our way to God by our own effort. 
Instead God comes to us and seeks us out. That is the true gift of Christmas. 
 


