
Midnight Communion – 24.12.19 

Isaiah 52.7-10, John 1.1-14 

 

I was reminded by a parishioner last week that I had begun one of my Christmas sermons some 

years ago with the opening words of the very first Star Wars film, 'A long time ago, in a galaxy far, 

far away....'  I recently went to see the latest offering in the Star Wars series, which is titled: 'the 

Rise of Skywalker'.  It was a great film, and it took me back to the very first time that I went to see 

the original film, which was 42 years ago!  I was 13 years old, nearly 14, and I took my youngest 

brother to see it - he was then 6!  In those days you could just stay in the cinema for the next 

showing, and we enjoyed it so much that we stayed to see it all over again.  We had never seen 

anything like it before.  The overarching theme of the film of course, is that in the end, good 

triumphs over evil, and that in the end it is love that triumphs over all. 

 

This is the message that is brought into sharp focus every year as we gather once again to celebrate 

the incarnation - a word which comes from the Latin - incarnare - to make flesh.  The incarnation is 

the living embodiment of God the Son in human flesh as Jesus.  And here we are, over 2000 years 

after the birth of Jesus, singing the familiar carols, gathering with our families and friends to eat and 

drink and be merry, and to share love and joy with each other - and I hope, giving a thought to 

those who are not  quite as fortunate as ourselves.   

 

This is why we celebrate the birth of Jesus every year – and why we give each other presents.  Jesus 

was God’s gift to the world, because God loved us – he created us, and he loved us, as a Father 

loves his children.    

 

After many years of loving his creation, especially human beings, God made a decision that was to 

change the way in which human beings thought about God, indeed in which they experienced God.  

He decided to take on human form, to be part of a human family, to be part of a community and a 

nation. 

 

Jesus got involved with us.  He turned lives upside down, and he didn’t act as God was expected to.   

This baby was God coming to live in human history.  This baby would be human as Mary was his 

mother, but he would also be God.  He was God’s Son, who had existed with God the Father and 

God the Holy Spirit since before the creation of the world, since eternity began. 
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That sounds quite strange.  And it is!  But it’s also exciting.  Because if this God is all about love and 

relationships, then the universe he’s made will be all about love and relationships too.  It’s not 

about power, or possessions, or just pointlessness.  The God of love and relationship has made us to 

enjoy a life of love which lasts and relationships that work.   

 

We know all this because we have our scriptures, the Bible, which tells us first of all the story of his 

people Israel, in the Old Testament, and then, the Good News of Jesus Christ in the New Testament.  

The story of Jesus fulfills the promises that God made to his people.     

 

There is a recurring theme in our scriptures of journey.  This afternoon at the crib service at 

Cockfield we talked about all the travelling that went on in the build up to the birth of Jesus.   

Joseph and Mary had to travel to Bethlehem to register under the House of David.  The shepherds 

and the wise men travelled to the stable to see the baby as directed by the star and the angels.  The 

holy family travelled once again after Jesus was born – into Egypt to escape King Herod.  And Jesus 

travelled around his homeland – preaching and teaching, talking to his people about God and God’s 

ways.   

 

Jesus was a remarkable teacher – because he talked to the people around him in ways that they 

could understand.  He talked to them using parables – explaining what God was like using familiar 

things such as farming, mustard seeds, coins and lamps.  And the thing that he showed most of all 

for people was love.  He loved them – and there were those who really loved him too, Mary, for 

example, and Peter.   But he loved them so much that ultimately he died for them.  God on a cross – 

this is where the Christmas story ends – on Good Friday when Jesus hung on a cross, but it begins 

again at Jesus’ resurrection.   

 

Jesus came that we would have life, and not be afraid of death.  But he came for more than that – 

he came to show us how much we are loved and valued by God.  He came to show us how we 

should live in love too – showing one another what it means to be children of God.   

 

So, I hope that tonight, as we celebrate the incarnation, God who has become Jesus, you will feel 

the love of God which surrounds us and sustains us, and that you will have a joyful and restful 

Christmas.   Amen. 


