
NOTICES 
 

Help needed.  We are looking for a volunteer 
to help in the kitchen at Messy Church to 
plate up food, make drinks and clear up 
afterwards. We meet 6 Saturdays a year, but 
you would not be expected to do all 6.  If you 
are interested please contact Christine Stainer 
on 01284 388175, or email her at 
christinestainer57@gmail.com. 
  
Messy Teenagers.  Some of the Messy Church 
children are getting older and staying with us. 
We are, therefore, looking for someone who 
feels they could engage with this age group in 
an informal way.  If you think that this could 
be you, please contact Rev Sharon or Christine 
Stainer 01284 388175 or 
christinestainer57@gmail.com  to discuss it 
further. 
 
 

Next week’s services in the Cockfield 
Benefice 

Sunday 5th January 2020 
Epiphany Sunday 

9.30 am Communion - Bradfield St George 
11.00 am Communion - Bradfield St Clare 
6.00 pm Six2Seven with Richard Stainer 

speaking about his recent trip to Ethiopia with 
Christian Aid, all welcome. 

 
 

 
See www.cockfieldbenefice.com for times of 
services and other events.  For any other matters 

contact revsharon@btinternet.com, or 
telephone 01284-828955/07825086063. 
Also find us on Facebook! 

 
If you normally have a hard copy 
then please do remember to take 
your 'Reaching Out' this morning - 

January edition out now. 
 
 
 
 

Cockfield Benefice  
29th December 2019 

First Sunday of Christmas 
Weekly Pew Sheet 

 

Welcome to our Church! 
Please take this pew sheet home to use in 

your prayers and for notices 
Please stay after the service for a coffee 

and a chat 
 
 

Collect: 
God in Trinity, 
eternal unity of perfect love: 
gather the nations to be one family, 
and draw us into your holy life 
through the birth of Emmanuel, 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Amen  
 
Old Testament Reading:  Isaiah 63. 7-9 
7 I will recount the gracious deeds of the Lord, 
    the praiseworthy acts of the Lord, 
because of all that the Lord has done for us, 
    and the great favour to the house of Israel 
that he has shown them according to his mercy, 
    according to the abundance of his steadfast 
love. 
8 For he said, “Surely they are my people, 
    children who will not deal falsely”; 
and he became their saviour 
9     in all their distress. 
It was no messenger or angel 
    but his presence that saved them;  
in his love and in his pity he redeemed them; 
    he lifted them up and carried them all the 
days of old. 
 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 2. 13-23 
13 Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Get 
up, take the child and his mother, and flee to 
Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; for 
Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy 
him.” 14 Then Joseph got up, took the child and 
his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 15 and 
remained there until the death of Herod. This 
was to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord 
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through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called 
my son.” 
16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by 
the wise men, he was infuriated, and he sent 
and killed all the children in and around 
Bethlehem who were two years old or under, 
according to the time that he had learned from 
the wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled what had 
been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: 
18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, 
    wailing and loud lamentation, 
Rachel weeping for her children; 
    she refused to be consoled, because they are 
no more.” 
19 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord 
suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt and said, 20 “Get up, take the child and his 
mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those 
who were seeking the child’s life are 
dead.” 21 Then Joseph got up, took the child and 
his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 22 But 
when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over 
Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid 
to go there. And after being warned in a dream, 
he went away to the district of Galilee. 23 There 
he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so 
that what had been spoken through the 
prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a 
Nazorean.” 
 
Post Communion Prayer: 
Heavenly Father, 
whose blessed Son shared at Nazareth the life 
of an earthly home: 
help your Church to live as one family, 
united in love and obedience, 
and bring us all at last to our home in heaven; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen  
 
Praying through the Week 
 
A Personal Prayer: 
Living Word, 
thank you for coming into our world. 
Shine your light into my life this Christmas, 
and may I live as a true child of God, 
in praise of your glory.  
Amen. 
 
Praying for the world: 

• All people who are homeless and living on 
the streets. 

• All refugees in the world. 

• for Australia, as it continues to suffer from a 
heatwave and devastating wildfires. 

 
In our Diocesan cycle of prayer: 

• Churchwardens and members of Deanery 
Synods and Parochial Church Councils.  

• People who are recently retired. 
Gahini (Rwanda) The Rt Revd Alexis 
Bilindabagabo. Gahini (Rwanda) The  

• Rt Revd Manasseh Gahima. Gambia (West 
Africa) The Rt Revd James Allen  

• Yaw Odico. 
Biharamulo: Re. John Paul, Rusuno Parish & 
Re. Joas Jeremiah, Igarula Parish.  

 
Praying for our Benefice.  We pray for: 

• All those known to us who are ill or 
recovering from operations/illness: Gillian 
Hodge, Duncan Maclaren 

• Those who have died: Dot Smith, Jason 
Mayhew.  Dot's service of thanksgiving takes 
place on Saturday 4 January at 2pm at 
Cockfield Church, followed by refreshments 
at Cockfield Village Hall.  All are welcome. 

• All those in need of our prayer:  Cedric 
Barratt 

• All our young people enjoying time off from 
school over the Christmas holidays. 

 
A space for your own reflections/thoughts on the 
readings/sermon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


