
Hope and Light in 2020 
Isa 42 1-9, Matt 3.13-end 
 
Christmas is well and truly over; the New Year had been seen in. We have read reviews of 
the major events, marking the last decade and we look forward to the new decade, but with 
what feelings; hope, apprehension, or despair?  
Christians are now in the season of Epiphany, when we celebrate the journey of the wise 
men from the East who set off in hope, in search of the baby, born to be king, Jesus Christ. 
As a church, this Christmas, we have adopted the Programme, “Follow the Star”. How many 
of you have been using the booklet which we gave out? For each of the twelve days of 
Christmas, ending with Epiphany, there was a bible passage and a challenge, such as “Where 
are you on your journey with God? What questions do you have about Jesus? Where do you 
want to go this year? What hope or desire is leading you?  
It is the last question that is crucial. Unless we have hope or a desire to reach our 
destination or goal, we will get nowhere. On seeing the star, the Wise Men were excited 
and started to look forward to something special. Everybody in their region could see the 
stars, but it was the wise men who chose to set out on a dangerous journey. They had hope 
that the journey would be successful and the desire to see the baby born to be king. 
The Bible is full of messages of hope for Christians, in both the Old and New Testaments. 
Our Isaiah reading is a good example of a message proclaiming hope. Isaiah introduces us to 
his servant, “who will not grow faint” until he has established justice in the earth. Bible 
commentators debate whether the reference to “his servant” is to the community of 
believers or a prophetic reference to Jesus. Regardless of whether it is one or the other or 
both, justice is promised and is a spur to hope for better things. Later in the passage, we 
read that Isaiah’s listeners, including those listening today, are tasked with becoming a light 
to the nations of the world, to open the eyes that are blind and to set the prisoners free. 
This is also one of the tasks that Jesus undertook and is a challenge to us. 
In today’s passage from Matthew, after his baptism by John, Jesus’s mission to the poor, 
needy and ignorant is affirmed by his father. Jesus and John then parted company, and later 
from prison, John sent messengers to ask “Are you the one who is to come?” To encourage 
his cousin, Jesus asks the messengers to report back to John, that the blind can see, the 
lame walk and the prisoners are freed. In Jesus, we therefore have the hope of a better 
world in future and a guarantee that with Jesus, that better world is possible 
At our Christmas Family Service, I asked what we would be seeking in 2020. I repeat the 
question, but I realise it is a bit overwhelming to come up with an answer to a question that 
has come, unexpectedly, out of the blue. So, here are some tips to help us decide where we 
want to step out in hope and faith this year. 
We could start by reading Sharon’s message in Reaching Out once more. In it, she wrote 
that we, as a Church, should continue to look beyond ourselves, following the way which 
Jesus showed us when he came to earth. That is, to bring about the Kingdom here on earth, 
little by little, day by day. 
 The key is “little by little, day by day”. There are 365 days in the year and if we set off on a 
sprint to shed some light and bring about the kingdom in our benefice within the first 
month, we would fall flat on our faces. 
The idea of small steps was also championed by the Queen in her Christmas message. The 
press and media widely reported the fact that she had referred to the past year as having 
been a “bumpy ride”. This was taken to refer to either her own personal tribulations or the 



state of the world and politics. However, these reports completely overlooked the context 
in which she spoke the phrase. It is worth recalling the speech to understand the context. 
In her message, the Queen recalled two important anniversaries, the moon landing and 
D.Day, drawing out the lesson that giant leaps for mankind start with small steps, taken with 
patience.   
She then went on to say that “Of course, at the heart of the Christmas story lies the birth of 
a child: a seemingly small and insignificant step overlooked by many in Bethlehem. But in 
time, through his teaching and by his example, Jesus Christ would show the world how small 
steps taken in faith and in hope can overcome long-held differences and deep-seated 
divisions to bring harmony and understanding. Many of us already try to follow in his 
footsteps. The path, of course, is not always smooth, and may at times this year have felt 
quite bumpy, but small steps can make a world of difference.” 
 As I said “bumpy ride” was taken out of context, by the reporters and applied to world of 
politics and international challenges, but the Queen was referring to the ride of those who 
try to follow in Jesus’s footsteps. It is a word of encouragement to us to keep on taking 
small steps in faith, whatever the road is like. The Queen preached as good a Christmas 
sermon as we are likely to hear! Little did she know that her personal ride was to get more 
bumpy within the first week of January, but she relies on her faith even when the going gets 
tough.  
The Queen was not the only person who might be feeling that the decade has got off to a 
tough start. Less than half January has passed and we have witnessed devastating bush fires 
in Australia, the assassination of Qassam Soleimani, the accidental missile strike on the 
Ukrainian airliner and deaths of dear friends. Where is the hope in that? By proclaiming a 
message of hope, I realise that I am in danger of sounding like Dr Pangloss. He was the 
philosopher in Voltaire’s famous novel, Candide, who taught that all is for the best in this 
“best of all possible worlds.” This optimistic sentiment is the main target of Voltaire's satire. 
In my defence, I am saying that we have hope, not because we live in the best of possible 
worlds, (which is plainly untrue), but because we have hope in Jesus. Jesus does not promise 
an easy life and warns his followers that they will face difficulties. Isaiah, who looked 
forward with hope for better times and other prophets, such as Habbakuk, were warning of 
difficulties and dangers and we know that they actually took place. Paul faced a number of 
hardships, prison, beatings, insults and loneliness but still he looked forward with hope. In 
the Book of Revelation, the churches are warned of dangers ahead, but the final vision is of 
a new heaven and a new earth “for the first had passed away”. A few verses later, we read 
of God wiping away “every tear from their eyes”. 
In last week’s sermon Sharon explained that Matthew linked Jesus to the Old Testament, to 
prove that he had come to earth, in fulfilment of prophecy. She asked “How does light shine 
in dark places?  She went on to say that hope and light need to come from within us, if we 
are to be lights in our community. To encourage us to be people of light and to demonstrate 
hope, she suggested that at end of day, we write down three positive things that have 
happened during the day. The exercise will become a great encouragement. 
Apart from our own efforts, Jesus himself promised to shine light in dark places and 
promised comfort in difficulty. This comfort is available to everyone. Last week I heard an 
amazing radio programme in which the father of Natasha, the teenage girl who died from a 
massive allergic reaction on a holiday flight, having eaten a sandwich with sesame seed in 
the bread, was interviewed. He explained the care with which they examined packaged 
food, bought for Natasha, and described the agony of his daughter dying in his arms. He 



then had an amazing Christian experience, even though church and God were completely 
alien to him. Natasha had been going to a church on her own initiative for a year and had 
just asked to be baptised. On returning to the UK after the terrible death, Nadim, the father, 
and his wife started to go to the same church and learned the power of prayer, both during 
the inquest and in his campaign to get the labelling laws changed. At one time when feeling 
particularly vulnerable he experienced a bright yellow light. He is in no doubt that Jesus had 
shone a light on his darkness. You can listen to the full, moving story entitled “A bright 
Yellow Light” on Iplayer using the link https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m000cmsf 
Not everyone is going to have such an experience, but if we do a little each day, such as 
reading a bible passage and praying for our villages, we will be able to sustain the pace. 
Slowly we will start to transform ourselves to become beacons of light and make a 
difference in our community. A good journey of hope and light to make in 2020! 
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