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Dear Friends, 
Over the years the Church of England has produced reports about all 
aspects of the Christian faith.  They have been mentioned in Reaching 
Out from time to time, including one which came out last year, named 
'Setting God's People Free'.  This was a very good report, but it also 
showed that nothing is new in the Kingdom!  It acknowledged this and 
has several quotes within it from the 1946 report entitled, 'Towards 
the Conversion of England' produced by the Church of England 
Commission on Evangelism.   I was struck by one of the quotes which 
is: 
 

“The member of Parliament, the town councillor, the employer of 
labour, the trades’ union official, the clerk the artisan, the farmer and 
the labourer, should be called on to address Church gatherings on “my 
job” as naturally as are missionaries on furlough.”  
 

In other words, anyone can tell someone else about what it means to 
be a follower of Jesus.  Of course I understand that for many in our 
churches our faith is something that is very personal to us, and we 
would find it difficult to share any deep thoughts that we may have 
about what it means to us to be a Christian.   I also know that many 
people demonstrate that faith in the way in which they live their lives. 
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However, the number of people in our nation who profess a faith in 
God is dwindling rapidly.  We live in a very secular society, where the 
Church is deemed irrelevant.  And yet, there are times when people 
who have never crossed the threshold of a Church turn to the Church 
when they are in need of solace or comfort.  Those who are sick, those 
who are bereaved, those who are in need, as well as those who are 
seeking to be married, or to have their children baptised.   
 

There is the famous quote from Archbishop William Temple, 'The 
Church is the only society that exists for the benefit of those who are 
not its members'.   It is our joy to continually proclaim the Gospel to 
those whom we encounter in our everyday lives, through the way in 
which we live our lives in service and dedication to the living God who 
brings fullness of life to all.   
 

I pray that as we once again approach the season of Lent we can all 
prepare to reflect once again on the overwhelming love that God has 
for us his people, and how that love led God to a cross, a cross that 
redeemed us.   During Lent, I shall be reading the Archbishop's 
recommended Lent book 'Saying Yes to Life' by Ruth Valero.  This is 
accompanying the Bishops' Lent Appeal, which is not just about money, 
but about the much talked about environmental challenges that face 
us.  I hope that many of you will join me in reading the book and taking 
up the Environmental Lent Challenges that have been set by the 
Diocesan Environment Group.  I hope too, that you will be able to 
come to one of the four 'Lent Lunches' that we will be holding through 
Lent - more on these later on in this issue of 'Reaching Out'. 
 
With every good wish, 
Yours in Christ, 

 
Rev Sharon Potter 
revsharon@btinternet.com 
01284 828599 or 07825 086063 

mailto:revsharon@btinternet.com
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The Great Big Christmas.... 
 

 
 

Thank you very much to all who entered our GBCQ, thereby raising a 
lovely £334.00. which was shared between “Crisis at Christmas “ and 
the “Ipswich Winter Night Shelter”. 
 

We hope you enjoyed playing! 
 

Congratulations to the joint winners: 
 

The Cardale family from Bradfield St George 
& 

Mr and Mrs R Salt from Buckinghamshire 
 

Both families achieving an amazing 179 points out of 194 available. 
Unfortunately the answers are too many to print out here, but 
hopefully we shall have a copy for you to check in Cockfield Post Office, 
and one in Felsham Post Office. 
 

Thank you again for your support 
 

Pat Hipwell    Margaret Fayers 
386636               386437 

 

 
 
 

Family@Felsham  
Our next Family@Felsham service is on 
Sunday 16th February starting at 9.30am 
with croissants and coffee.  Do join us for an 
informal and relaxed service! 
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Village Friends meets at Felsham 
Village Hall on Thursday 20th February 
2-4pm for Pancakes, group games and 
tea.  Even if you don't fancy joining in a 
game, come along and share a cup of 
tea and a pancake.  Ring Sue Jell 01284 
828892 or Lynn Cardale 01284 386327 
for more information or to request transport. 

 

Six2Seven at Felsham 
At this month's Six2seven we welcome the Global Hope International 
Network team that visited the Jordan in October 2019.  The team will 
talk about their experiences in meeting some of the refugees that live 
in Jordan, and how they cope with everyday life.  Do come and hear 
how GHNI works with refugees in the Jordan, and share fellowship and 
tea at the beginning of the evening.  For more information contact Rev 
Sharon. 
 

Lent Lunches 
This year through Lent we will be holding 4 
Lent Lunches.  These will consist of soup and 
a roll (nothing fancy, it is Lent after all!).  
These will take place at Bradfield St George 
Village Hall from 12-2pm on Wednesday 4 
March, Wednesday 11 March, Wednesday 
18th March and Wednesday 25 March.  We 

will be inviting donations to the four following charities at each of the 
lunches, starting with Global Hope Network International's work in 
Armenia, with guest speakers talking about their work in Armenia. 
 

The other three weeks we will be supporting the Bishop's Lent Appeal  
on the environment, Christian Aid and the work of the Church and 
Community Mobilization Process (CCMP) in the Kagera Diocese in 
Tanzania.   
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We are looking for volunteers to come and help with the lunches, both 
in providing soup and in helping to set up, serve and clear up on each 
of the lunch days.  If you can spare some time to do one of these 
things, then do please get in touch with Revd Sharon.  Thank you! 
 

Michael Green - our CMS partner 
We recently received a letter from Michael 
Green, who is employed by the Church 
Missionary Society to work with the Middle 
Eastern community in Ipswich.  Michael had 
been suffering with ill health through most of 
2019, but has been started on a new 
medication regime which has been more 
effective at managing his epilepsy. 
Michael has been working with citizens from Iraq and Iran, who have 
arrived in Ipswich after being granted the right to remain in the UK.  He 
has also set up some discipleship work for doing migrant ministry in 
Ipswich.  He continues to preach in local churches, and to visit groups 
to talk about his work.  
 

We continue to hold Michael in our prayers and we will be inviting him 
to come and speak to us later this year. 

 
Watch out for fraud! 

In recent weeks I have heard of two incidents where parishioners have 
been defrauded of large sums of money from their bank accounts.  The 
first was at an ATM cash machine in Bury St Edmunds, where the 
machine swallowed the bank card and then money was stolen.  The 
second was through a telephone call, where the account number and 
sort code of the bank account was given and again money stolen.   So 
be wary when making cash withdrawals, and do not give any details of 
your bank account over the telephone 
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fed by nature or symbols or silence or practical service. Some Christians prefer a 
more traditional approach to their faith, others are more willing to explore or 
experiment. 

Living Faith in Suffolk does not adopt a “One size fits all” approach to Christianity. 
It respects diversity by using a range of learning resources and styles and drawing 
heavily on the experience of its users.” 

We all want to grow spiritually and members of the ministry team grow and learn 
in diverse ways. Sharon and the team are committed to help us all grow in the 
way that suits us individually and, for instance, we realise that home groups and 
bible study groups  are not for everyone. We want to listen to what you, 
personally, want, to enable you to grow, so if you have some suggestions, or want 
to know what resources are available, let Sharon or one of the ministry team 
know. We can only listen to someone who speaks. 

Let us rejoice and thank God that we are all different and have different needs. 
 

William Cardale 

 

Michael Green (pictured) has just spent 
some time with us here in the benefice.  
Michael is a Church Mission Society Partner 
who has been seconded to work at a 
hospital in Mafraq in the Jordan.  He has 
been in Jordan since 2004.  We have a 
special link with Michael because he grew 
up in Felsham.  Michael spoke to our 
Six2seven gathering at Felsham on 
Mothering Sunday about his experiences at 
the hospital, and how he witnesses to Christ 
with his patients, many of whom are 
Bedouins.  He also joined two of our home 

groups, and enjoyed catching up with old friends at the Village Friends Meeting.  
We support Michael through our prayers, and financially when we can.  If you 
would like to support him, or to receive his newsletter then send an email to 
links@cms-uk.org, or you can view his newsletters at www.cms-uk.org.  
Alternatively contact Brian Poulson, who will be acting as the link to Michael in 
the benefice at bwpoulson@farming.co.uk. 
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Bringing healing to war-torn South Sudan 
   
 

South Sudan was only founded in 
2011 but has been suffering intense 
civil war for most of its short life. The 
need for forgiveness and 

reconciliation is literally a matter of 
life and death.  
 

A UK charity, Flame International, has been invited to help and from 

26th Jan to 6th Feb and a team will continue with the training of another 
50 army chaplains in healing, forgiveness and reconciliation.  

 

Gerry Blake, a member of Cockfield Congregational Church, is a 
member of the Flame International team and writes: 
 

“Our training will be in the ethnically diverse city of Wau in South 

Sudan’s north-west. One of the local tribal languages is Gbaya, and it so 
happens that on 1st February the newly translated Gbaya New 

Testament will be unveiled there.  Consider the impact of reading Jesus 
words in your tribe’s own language for the first time: ‘Love your 

neighbour as yourself’ and ‘Forgive as the Lord forgave you’.  Please 

pray that God’s healing may permeate the army, peace be supported, 

and South Sudan enjoy lasting change”. 
 

Gerry will be sharing the results of this wonderful initiative at 

Six2seven at Felsham on Sunday 3rd May.     
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Aconite and Snowdrop walk at 
West Lodge Bradfield St George 

IP30 0DL 
10 a.m. — 12 noon Saturday 8th 

February 2020 
£3 entry includes refreshments: 

Coffee/tea/hot chocolate Cake or 
biscuit 

Cake stall, book stall and White 
elephant stall  

Fund raising for Bradfield St George Church 
Donations for bookstall and white elephant stall can be dropped off 

at West Lodge anytime (leave on doorstep if we are out!) 
 

Volunteer Drivers Needed 

Looking to do something rewarding?  Volunteer drivers are needed to provide 

transport in your community 

We take passengers who can’t access public transport to visit hospitals, clinics, day 

centres, shops, relatives, and social events etc 

If you think you could you drive one of our fully accessible vehicles in Stowmarket, Eye 

and Stradbroke, or Ipswich and Kesgrave areas or drive your own car to join our team 

of community car drivers (45p per mile towards your costs) then for more details 

please ring and have a chat with one of our team on 01449 614271 

 

Charity No 1004198 Company No. 2636217 

 

 

 

The St Edmundsbury Male Voice Choir 

 

This internationally renowned choir will be performing a variety of 
music in 

St Peters Church Felsham on Saturday 28th March 2020. 
 

This will be followed by an afterglow in the Village Hall. 
 

More details next issue.

 
 

9 Felsham and Gedding Village News, Issue 191 January 2020

 
 

Tickets: £10 for the concert, £12.50 for combined ticket (concert plus 
afterglow).  Tickets can be obtained from Felsham Village Shop or David 
Williams on 01449 737778 from mid-February 
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Cockfield Benefice Services –  February 2020 
 
Sunday 2nd February 
Presentation of Christ 
in the 
Temple/Candlemas 

 

9.30am Communion 
 

Bradfield St George 

 

11am Communion 
 

Bradfield St Clare 

 

6pm Six2seven - with the Global 

Hope Jordan Team talking about 
the plight of refugees in the area 
 

Felsham Village Hall 

Sunday 9th February 
3rd before Lent 

 

9.30am Communion BCP 
 

Gedding 

 

11am Communion 
 

Cockfield 

 

4pm Evening Prayer 
 

Bradfield St Clare 

Sunday 16th February 
2nd before Lent 

 

8am Communion BCP 
 

Cockfield 

 

9.30am Family Service 
 

Felsham 

Sunday 23rd February 
Sunday next before 
Lent 

 

9.30am Morning Prayer CW 
 

Gedding 

 

9.30am Worshipping Together 
 

Bradfield St George 

 

11am Communion 
 

Cockfield 

 

A service of Celtic Morning Prayer is held every Tuesday at Cockfield at 9am.  A 

service of Celtic Evening Prayer is held every Thursday at Bradfield St Clare at 

5pm.  All are welcome – these services are around 15-20 minutes long.  Please 

note these services may be subject to change – for up-to-date service times see 

the benefice website at www.cockfieldbenefice.com 

http://www.cockfieldbenefice.com/
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