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Dear Friends, 
Christmas Day has passed - and as I write this we are at the 'in-
between' stage of waiting for the New Year's Eve celebrations.  As we 
reflect on the past year it is not hard to find ourselves hoping for a very 
different 2020!  This has been as the Queen phrased it a 'quite bumpy 
year', and as I look back and some of the past issues of 'Reaching Out' I 
have written at some length about society and the way in which the 
political landscape has been changing. 
 
I'm sure you would agree with me that it would be good if there was 
now some political stability, and that we as a Church should continue 
to look beyond ourselves, following the way which Jesus showed us 
when he came to earth.  That is, to bring about the Kingdom here on 
earth, little by little, day by day.   
 
We have had a good year here in the benefice, although it has been 
tinged with sadness at times.  We have mourned the passing of several 
of our good friends after long bouts of illness.  It is hard sometimes in 
the midst of the sorrow to look up and see the twinkling of the stars 
that brighten up the darkening skies, particularly in the midst of winter.   
 
But the stars have twinkled.  We have had a successful year with our 
Messy Church, and in November we had a record number of children 
attend.  It was a wonderful afternoon, full of joy and expectation, and I 
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would like to thank the Messy team for all the hard work that has gone 
into Messy Church. 
 
Open the Book in Cockfield Primary School has also been a resounding 
hit.  It is always a favourite with the children there, and I always enjoy 
the stories when they are acted out as if I was a child again!  Open the 
Book teaches the children the faith stories that we know and love, 
which they may otherwise never encounter.  I am grateful to the OTB 
team which is drawn from across the benefice under the leadership of 
Sarah Fletcher for all they do. 
 
Fund raising across the year has been good, and we have also had a 
number of people join the Parish Giving Scheme, which is wonderful.  
There are so many people involved in all the various fund raising 
efforts that I couldn't pick out anyone in particular to pay tribute to - 
but I would like everyone to know that their efforts are very much 
appreciated.   
 
I would like to mention Bradfield St George whilst on the subject of 
fundraising.  The PCC have reached the target of £85,000 which was 
needed to begin work on the Tower Kitchen and Toilet project.  This 
has been a magnificent effort, and the team at St George should be 
congratulated on the creativity and determination with which they 
tackled the task of raising such a sum.  I look forward to seeing the 
results hopefully by the end of 2020! 
 
We have had a very good Advent/Christmas season.  Our Churches 
have looked magnificent.  I would like to thank you all for your 
participation and contribution to the services.   
 
It is also good on the national scene to hear that our new Archbishop 
of York is going to be the Right Reverend Stephen Cottrell, who is 
currently Bishop of Chelmsford.  He takes over after John Sentamu 
retires in June 2020. 
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I pray that you all have a peaceful start to 2020, may it be even more 
fruitful than 2019, and may God bless you and your families. 
 

 
Rev Sharon Potter 
revsharon@btinternet.com 
01284 828599 or 07825 086063 
 
 

 
 

 
The Great Big Christmas Quiz! 
Pat Hipwell and Margaret Fayers are very pleased to 
announce that sales of the quiz raised £115 for Crisis at 
Christmas and £60 for the Ipswich Winter Night Shelter.  
They would like to thank everyone who participated in 
the quiz, a winner will be announced shortly! 

mailto:revsharon@btinternet.com
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Family@Felsham 2020 
Rev Sharon is forming a small group to steer 
the direction of the Family Service at Felsham 
from April 2020.  If you would like to be a 
part of this group, then please let her know 
as soon as possible as she would like to set 
the dates for the meetings. 
 

Our next Family@Felsham service is on Sunday 19th January starting 
at 9.30am with croissants and coffee.  Do join us for an Epiphany-tide 
service with a difference - for all ages! 
 
 
 
Village Friends meets on Thursday 16th 
January at Felsham Village Hall for 
'Jigsaws and tea'.  Even if you don't 
fancy doing a jigsaw, come along and 
share a cup of tea and some cake with 
the group.  A chance to catch up with 
friends on what's been happening over 
Christmas and the New Year!  Ring Lynn 
Cardale for more information on 01284 
386327. 
 
 
 

If you are interested or feel called to join any of the teams that run 
benefice worship/events then please do contact Rev Sharon - we are 
always looking for volunteers.  We need help in particular with Messy 

Church and Six2seven with providing refreshments. 
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Winter 2019 appeal for blankets – update  
 
A big thank you to all 
who have kindly 
responded to this 
appeal!  Through 

your generosity and that of 
others, we’ve raised enough 
money so far to pay for over 150 
large thick blankets and are 
currently distributing those to 
refugee families in Jordan.  Here’s 
a photo of one of these blankets with 2 of our volunteer staff there.      
 

We’re keeping the appeal open at least till the end of January, so if you 
would like to donate and haven’t yet done so there’s still time.  Please 
contact either Mike or Malcolm, details below.  
 

We will be having a special evening on the plight of Syrian, Iraqi and 
Yemeni refugees in Jordan on Sunday 2nd February from 6-7pm at St 
Peter’s church Felsham (or the village hall).  Some of the UK team that 
visited Jordan recently will be sharing their experiences and how 
Global Hope are reaching out to many refugee families and building 
friendships as well as bringing practical help.  Many good things are 
happening amidst all the loss and deprivation, so do come and hear 
more!  
 
Thank you again for your interest and support for this important work.   
 
Malcolm Gifford (01284.827516, malcolmgifford@btinternet.com) 
Mike Swiney (01284.828652, michael.swiney@btinternet.com)   
 

 

mailto:malcolmgifford@btinternet.com
mailto:michael.swiney@btinternet.com
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Bishop Mike's Message 
You will have read Sharon’s message that we have 
reached our target for the St George Tower Project and 
that work will begin in the new year. At our gift day 
Bishop Mike preached an inspiring sermon on joyful 
giving and hope for the future. It is on the Benefice 

Website (www.cockfieldbenefice.com) and if you have not already 
read it I would encourage you to do so. For those unable to get to a 
service, for whatever reason, the facility to read sermons can be a 
useful way of keeping up with the topics we are preaching on. Type 
into your search engine “Cockfield Benefice” and see what you might 
have been missing! 
 
Reverting to our fund-raising, for me the most encouraging aspect was 
that the gifts given ranged right across the spectrum from large to 
small and from people who rarely attend services but who value the 
church and the fact that it is open for everyone.  

William Cardale 
 

Six2Seven at Felsham 
We begin a new programme of Six2seven services  at Felsham in 2020, 
starting on 5th January when Richard Stainer will be talking about his 
and Christine's recent trip to Ethiopia with Christian Aid and the effects 
of Climate Change. All are welcome to come along, the evening starts 
with refreshments and the talk will begin and end with a hymn and 
prayers.  An informative evening with fellowship.   

 
Some left-over Christmas humour! 

Two boys were walking home from church after 
hearing a strong preaching on the devil.  One said to 
the other, 'What do you think about all this Satan 
stuff?'.  The other boy replied, 'Well, you know how 
Santa Claus turned out.  It's probably just your dad'! 
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A New Year - new opportunities to deepen faith.... 
 
Explore the Rule of Benedict for today 
St Edmundsbury Cathedral, Bury St Edmunds, IP33 1LS 
16, 23 and 30 January, 6, 13 and 20 February 2020 
12 noon-2pm. 
Explore the rule of Benedict in this 6 session course and see how it can 
help you to live the faith, in community and with others and blessing 
those around - practical, prayerful, participatory.  The course is free, 
please bring money for lunch.  To book, please go to 
benedictinecourse.eventbrite.co.uk. 
for more information or contact Nina Seaman at 
nina.seaman@cofesuffolk.org or phone 07394 559889. 
 

Re-freshing Christianity - a brief guide for the perplexed. 
University of Suffolk, Waterfront Building. 25 February - 31 March 
2020.  6-7.30pm. 
For Christians seeking greater depth of understanding but also those in 
the university community who may be interested in exploring Christian 
belief - Bishop Mike leads a Lent course at the University of Suffolk.  
This 6 week course taking place over 6 Tuesdays through Lent 2020 is 
hosted by the multifaith chaplaincy at the University of Suffolk and 
offers a chance to explore the main themes of the Christian faith.  As 
we look through the Apostles' Creed we hope all participants will find 
themselves not only intellectually stimulated but also spiritually 
refreshed.  With multi-media presentation, opportunity for questions 
and discussion and soft drinks/snacks available.  To book please go to 
refreshing-christianity-lent-course.eventbrite.co.uk.  For more info, 
please contact Diane Matthews on 01473 252829 or 
diane.matthews@cofesuffolk.org. 
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Cockfield Benefice Services –  January 2020 
 
Sunday 5th January 
Epiphany 

 

9.30am Communion 
 

Bradfield St George 

 

11am Communion 
 

Bradfield St Clare 

 

6pm Six2seven with Richard & 
Christine Stainer on their trip to 
Ethiopia 
 

Felsham 

Sunday 12th January 
Epiphany 1/Plough 
Sunday 

 

9.30am Communion BCP 
 

Gedding 

 

11am Plough Sunday Service 
 

Cockfield 

 

4pm Evening Prayer 
 

Bradfield St Clare 

Sunday 19th January 
Epiphany 2 

 

8am Communion BCP 
 

Cockfield 

 

9.30am Family Service 
 

Felsham 

Saturday 25th January 

 

 
3-5pm 

Felsham Village Hall 

Sunday 26th January 
Epiphany 3 

 

9.30am Morning Prayer BCP 
 

Gedding 

 

9.30am Worshipping Together 
 

Bradfield St George 

 

11am Communion 
 

Cockfield 

 

A service of Celtic Morning Prayer is held every Tuesday at Cockfield at 9am.  A 

service of Celtic Evening Prayer is held every Thursday at Bradfield St Clare at 

5pm.  All are welcome – these services are around 15-20 minutes long.  Please 

note these services may be subject to change – for up-to-date service times see 

the benefice website at www.cockfieldbenefice.com 

http://www.cockfieldbenefice.com/
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