
 

Covid-19 (Coronavirus) update 
As you will be aware by now, all public worship 
has been suspended and all meetings/events 
cancelled. But that doesn't mean that our church 
is not still alive!   Our churches in the benefice are 
open (apart from Bradfield St George where the 
tower works are underway) every day for private 
prayer - making sure that social distance is 
maintained.  Please do leave messages for Revd 
Sharon and the ministry team for prayer - they will 
be praying daily on behalf of the benefice.  You 
can do this either by leaving messages in church, 
emailing or telephoning.   
 
This weekly pew sheet will be emailed every 
Saturday - do let me know if there are others who 
would like to receive it.  It contains the Sunday 
readings, prayers and a thought for the week.  It 
will also go onto the website.   
 
Let us encourage one another through our prayer, 
through telephone calls, through emails.  In a time 
when physical interaction is being limited - we 
need to keep in touch by other means.   
 
God is with us.  Much of our scripture encourages 
us, and Psalm 31 says: '....for you are my rock and 
my stronghold'.  Let us make God our rock and our 
stronghold in the months ahead. 
 
Blessings and prayers to you all, 
Revd Sharon 
 
p.s. don't forget that there are many acts of 
worship being 'livestreamed' - visit the Diocesan 
Website at https://www.cofesuffolk.org 
 

The following events in the benefice are 
CANCELLED: 

Lent Lunch at Bradfield St George - 25th March 
Male Voice Choir Concert at Felsham - 28th March 

APCM at Cockfield - 31st March 
Spring Coffee Morning at Cockfield - 25th April 

'Hand to Mouth' talk at Bradfield St George Village 
Hall - 25th April 

'Tiptoe through the tulips' at Gedding - 25th April 
 

 

See www.cockfieldbenefice.com for times of services and 
other events.  For any other matters contact 

revsharon@btinternet.com, or telephone 
01284-828955/07825086063. 
Also find us on Facebook! 

 

Cockfield Benefice  
22nd March 2020 

 Mothering Sunday 
Weekly Pew Sheet 

Welcome to our virtual Church! 

 
 

Collect: 
God of compassion, 
whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, 
shared the life of a home in Nazareth, 
and on the cross drew the whole human family 

to himself: 
strengthen us in our daily living 
that in joy and in sorrow 
we may know the power of your presence 

to bind together and to heal; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen 
 
Old Testament Reading: Exodus 2.1-10 

2 Now a man from the house of Levi went and 

married a Levite woman.2The woman conceived 
and bore a son; and when she saw that he was a 
fine baby, she hid him for three months. 3When 
she could hide him no longer she got a papyrus 
basket for him, and plastered it with bitumen and 
pitch; she put the child in it and placed it among 
the reeds on the bank of the river. 4His sister 
stood at a distance, to see what would happen to 
him. 

5 The daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at 
the river, while her attendants walked beside the 
river. She saw the basket among the reeds and 
sent her maid to bring it. 6When she opened it, 
she saw the child. He was crying, and she took pity 
on him. ‘This must be one of the Hebrews’ 
children,’ she said. 7Then his sister said to 
Pharaoh’s daughter, ‘Shall I go and get you a nurse 
from the Hebrew women to nurse the child for 
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you?’8Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, ‘Yes.’ So the 
girl went and called the child’s mother. 9Pharaoh’s 
daughter said to her, ‘Take this child and nurse it 
for me, and I will give you your wages.’ So the 
woman took the child and nursed it. 10When the 
child grew up, she brought him to Pharaoh’s 
daughter, and she took him as her son. She named 
him Moses, ‘because’, she said, ‘I drew him out of 
the water.’ 

Gospel Reading: Luke 2.33-35 
33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed 
at what was being said about him. 34Then 
Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, 
‘This child is destined for the falling and the rising 
of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be 
opposed 35so that the inner thoughts of many will 
be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own 
soul too.’ 
 
Thought for the day 
It costs to be a mother.  Most mothers protect and 
care for their children.  They spend hours each day 
devoted to their children, and in this day and age a 
good deal of time is spent ferrying them to school, 
clubs and leisure activities.  Of course dads play a 
part too - but it is often mum who is the pivotal 
person in the household. 
 
Today's readings are all about mothers.  The 
mother of Moses hid him from the wicked 
Pharaoh who would have killed him.  To do this 
meant that Moses' mother risked her life.  Even 
after three months, when she put him in a basket 
at the riverside, she made sure Moses was safe.  
She could have been killed just for loving her son. 
 
In the Gospel reading when Simeon met Mary he 
told her that Jesus would be opposed and how a 
sword would pierce her heart also.  Mothers suffer 
when they see their child suffering.  When one 
member of the family suffers all feel the pain.  
Think how Mary suffered when she saw Jesus on 
the cross.   
 
This year it is going to be difficult for some to visit 
their mothers because of the restrictions that are 
placed upon us due to the coronavirus.  We won't 
necessarily be able to visit our mothers, or have 
our children visit us.  But we can still give thanks 
for mothers, and all those who use their 
'mothering' skills in the care of others.   
 

Praying through the Week: 
 
A Personal Prayer: 
Read Psalm 23 aloud slowly.  Read it several times, 
perhaps from different translations.  Make this 
your prayer for the week, and let your soul be 
restored. 
 
Praying for the world: 

• for all those people throughout the world who 
have died and been affected by the 
Coronavirus 

• for those who have lost business and 
employment  

• for co-operation between nations to develop a 
vaccine for Covid-19 

 
In our Diocesan cycle of prayer: 

• Boxford, Edwardshone, Groton, Little 
Waldingfield and Newton: Christopher 
Kingsbury. 

• Boxford and Acton Primary School 

• World Water Day and Water Aid  

• Members of the Diocesan Synod, Diocesan 
Secretary Anna Hughes and the diocesan staff. 

• Kagera: Pray for the work of CCMP as it 
develops new drip-feed irrigation systems and 
mobilises new villages to help them improve 
their farming methods. 

 
Praying for our Benefice.  We pray for: 

• All those known to us who are ill or recovering 
from operations/illness, or who are lonely or 
housebound: Peter Hipwell; Cedric Barratt, 
Richard Goldstone, Catherine Meed and Ann 
Jackson 

• Richard Stainer - on the Auxiliary Ordination 
Pathway 

• for all those in our villages who are 
housebound, lonely or afraid. 

 
A prayer for all those affected by Coronavirus 

Keep us, good Lord, 
under the shadow of your mercy. 
Sustain and support the anxious, 

be with those who care for the sick, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may find comfort  
knowing that nothing can separate 

us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Amen. 


