
The Cockfield Benefice - 5th April 2020 - Palm Sunday 
Weekly Pew Sheet & Order of Service for online service at 10am on Facebook 

(@cockfieldbenefice) 
Welcome to our virtual Church! 

 

This Sunday I am going to be livestreaming a service on the Cockfield Benefice Facebook page 
at 10am (@cockfieldbenefice), which you can also access from the Cockfield Benefice Website 

(www.cockfieldbenefice.com).  If you have time, do have a look a youtube video (there are 

several, I've posted one on facebook) on how to make a palm cross, and have one ready for the 
service. 
 

There have been lots of services broadcast via facebook, youtube, zoom and other platforms, 
and I know that some of you have already been logging in and enjoying them.  It is a steep 

learning curve for many of us, and I do hope that you will join with me this Sunday as we hear 

the passion story once again, thinking of our Lord as he began that fateful journey in Jerusalem 
on the back of a donkey.   
 

This week Malcolm writes a thought for the week: 
 

'Invincible love 
Napoleon is reputed to have said “Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne and I have founded 

empires, but on what did we rest the creations of our genius?  Upon force. Jesus Christ 

founded one on love and at this hour millions of men would die for him.”   Nowhere is Jesus’s 
love clearer than at the cross – the focus of our reading for today.  The people’s “Hosannas” 

on Palm Sunday had turned to shouts of “Crucify”, yet we see Jesus constant in his invincible 

self-sacrificial love for us as He endures injustice, ridicule, mocking, scourging, shame and finally 
the agony of a Roman cross. Most of all, he suffered separation from his heavenly Father, dying 

for us that we might be forgiven and have peace with God.   In the words of Stuart Townend’s 

hymn: ‘Oh to see the dawn’: 
 

Death is crushed to death, 
Life is mine to live, 

Won through Your selfless love. 

This, the power of the cross: 
Son of God, slain for us. 

What a love! What a cost! 

We stand forgiven at the cross. 
 

No wonder the cross is central to the Christian faith.   We may not be able to fathom its 

mystery, but it’s a message of good news for a troubled and broken world.' 

 
I do hope that you will be able to join me with thousands of other Christians across the world 

online, to share in worship in our own homes, united in our love for Christ, for each other, and 

for the world, as we begin Holy Week, that special week as we walk with Christ towards the 
Cross. 
 

However you are worshipping God, be assured that you are being prayed for every day by the 
Ministry Team in our benefice.  If any of you would like something particular to be prayed for, 

do not hesitate to contact me.  My landline is up and running again, on 01284 828599, or my 

mobile on 07825 086063 or by email: revsharon@btinternet.com.  Or give me a call if you just 
want to chat!  

 

Yours in Christ 
 

Revd Sharon 



Order of Service 

Although we may not be gathered together physically, we are gathered together online - and 

in our hearts and minds.  So let us say together the words in bold. 

 
Welcome in the name of Christ. 

God’s grace, mercy and peace be with you 

and also with you. 
 

We meet in the presence of God 

who knows our needs, 

hears our cries,  
feels our pain, 

and heals our wounds. 

 

The blessing of Palm Crosses 
If you have a palm cross, or have made one, then raise it up for a blessing: 
 

God our Saviour, whose Son Jesus Christ entered Jerusalem as Messiah to suffer and to die; let 

these crosses be for us signs of his victory, and grant that we who bear them in his name may 
ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life; who is alive and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  

We say sorry to God 
We watch at a distance, 

and are slow to follow Christ in the way of the cross. 

Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

 

We warm our hands by the fire, 
and are afraid to be counted among his disciples. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 
 

We run away, 

and fail to share the pain of Christ’s suffering. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

May the Father forgive us 
by the death of his Son 

and strengthen us 

to live in the power of the Spirit 
all our days. 

Amen. 

Today's special prayer for Palm Sunday 
True and humble king, 

hailed by the crowd as Messiah: 

grant us the faith to know you and love you, 
that we may be found beside you 

on the way of the cross, 

which is the path of glory.   
Amen. 

 

 



We hear God's word 
 

The Passion Reading: Matthew 27.11-54 
11 Now Jesus stood before the governor; and the governor asked him, ‘Are you the King of the 

Jews?’ Jesus said, ‘You say so.’ 12 But when he was accused by the chief priests and elders, he did 

not answer. 13 Then Pilate said to him, ‘Do you not hear how many accusations they make 
against you?’ 14 But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor 

was greatly amazed. 

15 Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner for the crowd, 
anyone whom they wanted. 16 At that time they had a notorious prisoner, called Jesus 

Barabbas. 17 So after they had gathered, Pilate said to them, ‘Whom do you want me to release 

for you, Jesus Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?’ 18 For he realized that it was out of 
jealousy that they had handed him over. 19 While he was sitting on the judgement seat, his wife 

sent word to him, ‘Have nothing to do with that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great 

deal because of a dream about him.’ 20 Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the 
crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. 21 The governor again said to them, ‘Which 

of the two do you want me to release for you?’ And they said, ‘Barabbas.’ 22 Pilate said to them, 

‘Then what should I do with Jesus who is called the Messiah?’  All of them said, ‘Let him be 
crucified!’ 23 Then he asked, ‘Why, what evil has he done?’ But they shouted all the more, ‘Let 

him be crucified!’ 

24 So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he took 
some water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, ‘I am innocent of this man’s 

blood;[e] see to it yourselves.’ 25 Then the people as a whole answered, ‘His blood be on us and 

on our children!’ 26 So he released Barabbas for them; and after flogging Jesus, he handed him 

over to be crucified. 

27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they 

gathered the whole cohort around him. 28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe on 
him, 29 and after twisting some thorns into a crown, they put it on his head. They put a reed in 

his right hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, ‘Hail, King of the Jews!’ 30 They spat 

on him, and took the reed and struck him on the head. 31 After mocking him, they stripped him 

of the robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him. 

32 As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon; they compelled this 

man to carry his cross. 33 And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of 
a Skull), 34 they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall; but when he tasted it, he would not 

drink it. 35 And when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among themselves by 

casting lots;  36 then they sat down there and kept watch over him. 37 Over his head they put the 

charge against him, which read, ‘This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.’ 

38 Then two bandits were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. 39 Those who 

passed by derided him, shaking their heads 40 and saying, ‘You who would destroy the temple 
and build it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the 

cross.’ 41 In the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were mocking 
him, saying, 42 ‘He saved others; he cannot save himself.  He is the King of Israel; let him come 

down from the cross now, and we will believe in him. 43 He trusts in God; let God deliver him 

now, if he wants to; for he said, “I am God’s Son.”’ 44 The bandits who were crucified with him 

also taunted him in the same way. 

45 From noon on, darkness came over the whole land  until three in the afternoon. 46 And about 

three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, ‘Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?’ that is, ‘My God, my God, 
why have you forsaken me?’ 47 When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, ‘This man is 

calling for Elijah.’ 48 At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it with sour wine, put it on 

a stick, and gave it to him to drink. 49 But the others said, ‘Wait, let us see whether Elijah will 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+27.11-54&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-24151e


come to save him.’  50 Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last.[l] 51 At that 

moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. The earth shook, and 

the rocks were split. 52 The tombs also were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had 
fallen asleep were raised. 53 After his resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the 

holy city and appeared to many. 54 Now when the centurion and those with him, who were 

keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were terrified and 

said, ‘Truly this man was God’s Son!’ 

This is the Passion of our Lord 

 

A thought for today 

 

Prayers 
As we hear the prayers, let us ask God to open our eyes to see Jesus afresh and, as we do so, to see 

the way he opens for us.  Pray for all who seek to walk with Jesus this week. 

 

The Lord's Prayer 
Standing at the foot of the cross, 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us: 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven... 

 

Concluding Prayer and Blessing 
Most merciful God, 

by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 

you delivered and saved the world: 
grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross 

we may triumph in the power of his victory; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
Amen. 

 

You are called and loved by God the Father 
and kept safe by Jesus Christ. 

Mercy, peace and love be yours in abundance, 

from God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 

 

Now have a cup of coffee!   

 
Events during Holy Week 
Our diocesan website is advertising many of the available on line services at: 

https://www.cofesuffolk.org/prayer-and-spirituality/lent-2020.  
 

I intend to livestream a service on Easter morning at 10am.  It will be a 'spiritual communion' 

for Easter Sunday, so please do join me and celebrate our Lord's resurrection!   
 

With prayers and blessings, 

 
Sharon 

 

 
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+27.11-54&version=NRSVA#fen-NRSVA-24177l
https://www.cofesuffolk.org/prayer-and-spirituality/lent-2020

