
 

Praying through the Week: 
 
A Personal Prayer: 
God of hope, 
heal and restore me, 
that I might know your resurrection power in my life. 
Amen. 
 
Praying for the world: 

• for all those people throughout the world who 
have died and been affected by the Coronavirus 

• for Italy, where the death toll has reached over 900 

• for all those who are working to produce PPE 
equipment for healthcare staff 

 
In our Diocesan cycle of prayer: 

• Sudbury St George & St Peter: The Revd Tom 
Mumford The Revd Judith Offord, Maggie 
Cogan. 

• Tudor Primary school 

• Rural Deans and Assistant Rural Deans 

• Lweru: Deus Mugele -  St. Philips College 
Kongwa  

 

Praying for our Benefice.  We pray for: 

• All those known to us who are ill or recovering 
from operations/illness, or who are lonely or 
housebound: Peter Hipwell; Cedric Barratt, 
Richard Goldstone, Catherine Meed and Ann 
Jackson 

• Richard Stainer - on the Auxiliary Ordination 
Pathway 

• for all those in our villages who are 
housebound, lonely or afraid. 

• for those working as carers either to family or 
in residential/nursing homes 

 
A prayer for all those affected by Coronavirus 

Keep us, good Lord, 
under the shadow of your mercy. 
Sustain and support the anxious, 

be with those who care for the sick, 
and lift up all who are brought low; 

that we may find comfort  
knowing that nothing can separate 

us from your love 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

See www.cockfieldbenefice.com for times of services and 
other events.  For any other matters contact 

revsharon@btinternet.com, or telephone 
07825086063. (Landline currently out of action) 
Also find us on Facebook! 

Cockfield Benefice  
29th March 2020 

 Lent 5/Passion Sunday 
Weekly Pew Sheet 

Welcome to our virtual Church! 

 
Collect: 
Most merciful God, 
who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus 

Christ 
delivered and saved the world: 
grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross 
we may triumph in the power of his victory; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
New Testament Reading: Romans 8.6-11 
6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the 
mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7 For this reason 
the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it 
does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8 and 
those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since 
the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not 
have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 10 But 
if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of 
sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11 If the 
Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in 
you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to 
your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in 
you. 

Gospel Reading: John 11.1-45 
11 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the 
village of Mary and her sister Martha. 2 Mary was the 
one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped 
his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So 
the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom 
you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This 
illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s 
glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through 
it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her 
sister and Lazarus, 6 after having heard that Lazarus was 
ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he 
was. 
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7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to 
Judea again.” 8 The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the 
Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you 
going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not 
twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the 
day do not stumble, because they see the light of this 
world. 10 But those who walk at night stumble, because 
the light is not in them.” 11 After saying this, he told 
them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am 
going there to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to 
him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all 
right.” 13 Jesus, however, had been speaking about his 
death, but they thought that he was referring merely 
to sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is 
dead. 15 For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that 
you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 Thomas, who 
was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us 
also go, that we may die with him.” 

17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had 
already been in the tomb four days. 18 Now Bethany 
was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19 and many 
of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console 
them about their brother. 20 When Martha heard that 
Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary 
stayed at home. 21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you 
had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But 
even now I know that God will give you whatever you 
ask of him.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise 
again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise 
again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said 
to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who 
believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and 
everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. 
Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I 
believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the 
one coming into the world.” 

28 When she had said this, she went back and called her 
sister Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is 
here and is calling for you.” 29 And when she heard it, 
she got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had 
not yet come to the village, but was still at the place 
where Martha had met him. 31 The Jews who were with 
her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up 
quickly and go out. They followed her because they 
thought that she was going to the tomb to weep 
there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw 
him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you 
had been here, my brother would not have 
died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews 
who came with her also weeping, he was greatly 
disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, 
“Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, 
come and see.” 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews 
said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them 
said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind 
man have kept this man from dying?” 

38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the 
tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against 
it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the 
sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already 
there is a stench because he has been dead four 
days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you 
believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41 So they 
took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and 
said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew 
that you always hear me, but I have said this for the 
sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may 
believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said this, he 
cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The 
dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with 
strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus 
said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

 
Thought for the day 
I hope you are well and coping with the massive 
changes that this pandemic is placing upon us all.  It is 
said '7 days is a long time in politics'.  It would seem 
that is true also of coronavirus.  We have seen 
extremes of human response, on the one hand the 
selfishness of panic buying and at the other extreme 
the nearly half a million people offering to help the 
NHS during this extremely difficult period. 
 
This week's Gospel reading speaks into this situation as 
Jesus hears of the illness of his friend Lazarus.  Strange, 
you may think, that Jesus waits two days before going 
to Bethany.  God's timing is always perfect, even if it 
does not accord with our wishes or in this case, the 
wishes of Mary and Martha.  Jesus is steadily working 
back to Jerusalem where he knows opposition and 
ultimately crucifixion awaits him.  He goes to Bethany 
to a home he had visited many times, the home of 
Lazarus, Mary and Martha.  Lazarus has died and into a 
scene of organised mourning the person of God in 
human form arrives.  Jesus takes control, but not until 
he has comforted the sisiters and wept with them.  He 
asks Martha: 'Do you believe this?'  She said to him, 
'Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of 
God, the one coming into the world.'    
 
All present would now see God's power to even raise 
the dead, a forerunner of Jesus' own resurrection and 
the resurrection as Jesus returns at the end of time.   
 
Keep safe and every blessing. 
 

Brian Poulson 
 

 
 


