
The Cockfield Benefice - 24th May - 7th Sunday of Easter 

Weekly Pew Sheet/Order of Service  
at https://www.facebook.com/cockfieldbenefice/live/ 

Welcome to virtual Church! 

 
This week I am reflecting on Acts Chapter 1:6-14.   
 

So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore the 
kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has set 

by his own authority.  But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 

will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.’ When he 
had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While 

he was going and they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by 

them. They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has 
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.’ 

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem, a sabbath 

day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they went to the room upstairs where they 
were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and 

Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were 

constantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother 
of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

 

We do like to know what is happening don't we?  And the disciples were no different to us.  
They wanted Jesus to give them a plan - a timetable for when Israel would be free of the 

Roman occupation and be restored to its former glory.  But Jesus was never going to do 

that, instead he said: '...you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you...you will be 
my witnesses....to the ends of the earth'.  Then he is lifted up and a cloud hides him from their 

sight, and the two men in white explain that there is no point in looking for Jesus.  I saw a 

great facebook post this week which said, 'Ascension Day - when Jesus went back to working 
from home'.  Which in some ways is true!  And from then on the relationship that the 

disciples has with Jesus has changed.  Jesus told them that the moment they should be 

waiting for is not his next resurrection appearance, nor the liberation of Israel, but the 
moment when they receive the Holy Spirit.  And we all know that happened then - and we 

shall be celebrating this next week in our Pentecost communion.  I think we can apply this 

to our own lives too.  Most of us long for security and comfort, and don't much like change.  
We also like to be in control.  What the Holy Spirit sometimes brings is chaos and change.  

I pray that we can be like the disciples and receive the Holy Spirit as the greatest change 

agent ever - who knows where it will lead! 
 

Rev Sharon 

 
For your prayers this week: 
 

For 'Thy Kingdom Come' we pray for the following every day until Pentecost: 

1.  Our Government and all in authority 
2.  For all Church leaders, and our own ministry team here in the benefice 

3.  For ourselves, family members and those close to us 

4.  For our communities and neighbours 
5.  for other countries struggling with Covid-19 who are less well off than the UK 

 

In our benefice: 

• we continue to pray for those who are unwell, and particularly for Peter Hipwell and 

Catherine Meed. 
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• We pray for those who have died, Stephen Raison (funeral to take place on 1st June 

at Cockfield Village Cemetery) and Peggy Hunt (funeral to take place at Bradfield St 

George on 8th June).  At this time funerals are to be conducted at the graveside, and 

up to 10 people only are allowed to attend.  Memorial services for both Stephen and 
Peggy are planned once public worship is authorised again.  Please pray for the 

families of Stephen and Peggy at this difficult time. 

• We pray for all key workers in our villages, and for their families 

• We pray for Pinford End Nursing Home, for both residents and staff 
 

In our Diocese we pray for:  

• Sudbury Deanery: Benefice of Bures with Assington and Little Cornard; The Revd 
Steve Morley, The Revd Tricia Box, The Revd Mary Cantacuzene, The Revd Simon 
White, Mr Andrew Clifft, Mr Murray Emerson, Dr John Symons 

• We pray for the work of the Bible Society 

• Lweru Diocese: Rev Canon Brighton Mtafungwa, Rural Dean & Buhaya Parish. 
 

In the world we pray for: 

• all those across the world who are ill with coronavirus, and for their families 

• those who have died of Covid-19, and for those who mourn them 

• the work of Global Hope, and for Malcolm Gifford, Mike Swiney and Rosie Beales 

who work as volunteers  

 

NOTICES 
There is no 'Zoom' coffee morning this week as Rev Sharon is taking a few days off. 

 

We've heard the good news that Richard Stainer will definitely be ordained deacon later this 

year (date to be confirmed depending on lockdown restrictions etc).  Please pray for 

Richard and Christine as we draw close to this very special day, and we thank him for 
answering the call to serve here as a priest.   

 

Donations 
Thank you to those who have already sent donations to a treasurer.  We would be very 
grateful for further donations, as our income is significantly decreased with no services or 

fundraising activities.   
 

Below are the details of each of our treasurers, please contact them for details on donating. 
Cockfield:  Michael Swiney, email: michael.swiney@btinternet.com.  

Bradfield St George w Lt Whelnetham:  Lynn Cardale, email: lcardale@hotmail.com. 

Bradfield St Clare:  Keith Payne, email: kpayne22@waitrose.com 
Felsham & Gedding:  Mike Shallow, email: michael@felshamhall.com 

 

One way of giving regularly is through the Parish Giving Scheme, where a direct debit to the 
church of your choice is set up, again, do get in touch with your local church treasurer for 

more details.  Alternatively, you telephone the Parish Giving Scheme Administrators directly 

and set up your direct debit.  The scheme is administered from an office in Gloucester.  The 
dedicated telephone number is:      0333 002 1271 

Lines are open Monday to Friday, between 9 – 5pm. 

You will need to have your bank account details, church/parish name and PGS parish code 
to hand.  (Cockfield = 330633230, Bradfield St George w Lt Whelnetham = 330633226, 

Felsham = 330633233, Gedding = 33063324 and Bradfield St Clare = 330633225). You will 

be able to Gift Aid your donation, if eligible, and you will also be given the option to 
increase your giving annually, in line with inflation. 

Thank you! 
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Order of Service for Sunday 24th May - Sunday after the Ascension 

Although we may not be gathered together physically, we are gathered together online - and in 
our hearts and minds.  So let us say together the words in bold. 

    

 Glory to God in the highest. 
All Glory, glory, glory. 

 Glory to God the Father. 

All Glory, glory, glory. 
 Glory to Jesus the Son. 

All Glory, glory, glory. 

 Glory to the Holy Spirit. 
All Glory to God in the highest. 

 

Mighty God, we gather together, even though we are apart, in humility, to worship you.  
Caring God, we bring to you our concerns.   

Glorious God, we exalt your holy name.   

Unite us - make us one in you, that your love may strengthen and empower us.  
Amen.  
 

Hymn: 

 
1. God of mercy, God of grace, 

 show the brightness of thy face; 

 shine upon us, Saviour, shine, 
 fill thy Church with light divine; 

 and thy saving health extend 

 unto earth's remotest end. 
 

2. Let the people praise thee, Lord; 

 be by all that live adored; 

 let the nations shout and sing 
 glory to their Saviour King; 

 at thy feet their tribute pay, 

 and thy holy will obey. 
 

                                   3. Let the people praise thee, Lord; 

                                earth shall then her fruits afford; 
                                God to us his blessing give, 

                                we to God devoted live; 

                                all below, and all above, 
                                one in joy and light and love. 

 

 
We say sorry to God 
 

 When our actions are not loving, 

 and we think of just ourselves - 

 your name is not glorified. 
All Forgive us, God of Glory. 

 

 When our words bring hurt to others 
 and we do not even notice - 

 your name is not glorified. 

All Forgive us, God of Glory. 
 

 When the way we live is selfish 

 and we find no time for you - 
 your name is not glorified 

All Forgive us, God of Glory. 
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 When we do not see you or reveal your love - 

 your name is not glorified 
All Forgive us, God of Glory. 

 

 Forgive and renew us, 
 and let your glory be seen in our lives. 

All Amen.  

 
 

Hymn: 

 
1.  God forgave my sin in Jesus' name. 

    I've been born again in Jesus' name. 
    And in Jesus' name I come to you 

    to share his love as he told me to. 

 

refrain:  He said: 'Freely, freely you have received; 

            freely, freely give. 
            Go in my name, and because you believe, 

            others will know that I live. 

2.  All pow'r is giv'n in Jesus' name, 

    in earth and heav'n in Jesus' name. 

    And in Jesus' name I come to you 
    to share his pow'r as he told me to. 

3.  God gives us life in Jesus' name, 

    he lives in us in Jesus' name. 

    And in Jesus' name I come to you 
    to share his peace as he told me to. 

 

 
Today's special prayer for the Seventh Sunday of Easter  
 

 O God the King of glory, 

 you have exalted your only Son Jesus Christ 

 with great triumph to your kingdom in heaven: 
 we beseech you, leave us not comfortless, 

 but send your Holy Spirit to strengthen us 

 and exalt us to the place where our Saviour Christ is gone before, 
 who is alive and reigns with you, 

 in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

 one God, now and for ever. 
 Amen. 

 
We hear God's word 
17 After Jesus had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, ‘Father, the hour 

has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2 since you have given him 

authority over all people,[a] to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3 And this is 
eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have 

sent. 4 I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 5 So now, 

Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your presence before 

the world existed. 

6 ‘I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They were 

yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that 
everything you have given me is from you; 8 for the words that you gave to me I have given 

to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from you; and they 

have believed that you sent me. 9 I am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the 
world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. 10 All mine are 

yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. 11 And now I am no longer in 

the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them in 

your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we are one. 

John 17.1-11 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john+17.1-11&version=NRSVA&interface=print#fen-NRSVA-26751a
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A thought for today 
 

We say what we believe 
  

 Let us declare our faith 
 in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

All Christ died for our sins 

 in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 he was buried; 

 he was raised to life on the third day 

 in accordance with the Scriptures; 
 afterwards he appeared to his followers, 

 and to all the apostles; 

 this we have received, 
 and this we believe. 

 Amen. 

 
Hymn: 
 

1.  From heav'n you came, helpless babe, 
    entered our world, your glory veiled; 

    not to be served but to serve, 

    and give your live that we might live. 
 

Refrain:  This is our God, the Servant King, 
             he calls us now to follow him, 

             to bring our lives as a daily offering 

             of worship to the Servant King. 

2.  There in the garden of tears, 

     my heavy load he chose to bear; 
     his heart with sorrow was torn. 

     'Yet not my will but yours', he said. 

 

3.  Come see his hands and his feet, 

     the scars that speak of sacrifice, 
     hands that flung stars into space, 

     to cruel nails surrendered. 

                                          4.  So let us learn how to serve, 

                                               and in our lives enthrone him; 
                                               each other's needs to prefer, 

                                               for it is Christ we're serving. 

 
Prayers 

As we hear the prayers, let us think of our sisters and brothers in our own community, and across 

the world, who may be struggling at this time of pandemic and lockdown. 
 

At the end of each section of the prayers we say: 
 

 Lord, in your mercy, 

All hear our prayer. 
 

And at the end: 
 

 Merciful Father, 

All Accept these prayers, for the sake of your Son, 

 our Saviour, Jesus Christ. 
 

The Lord's Prayer 

Gathering our prayers and praise into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us 
 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 



 6 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever.   

Amen. 
 

Concluding Hymn: 
 

1.  Christ triumphant, ever reigning, 

     Saviour, Master, King. 
     Lord of heav'n, our lives sustaining, 

     hear us as we sing:   

 

Refrain:  Yours the glory and the crown, 

             the high renown 
             the eternal name. 

2.  Word incarnate, truth revealing, 

     Son of Man on earth! 

     Pow'r and majesty concealing 
     by your humble birth. 

 

4.  Priestly King, enthroned for ever 

     high in heav'n above! 

     Sin and death and hell shall never 
     stifle hymns of love: 

3.  Suff'ring servant, scorned, ill-treated, 
     victim crucified! 

     Death is through the cross defeated, 

     sinners justified: 
 

5.  So, our hearts and voices raising 
     through the ages long, 

     ceaselessly upon you gazing, 

     this shall be our song: 

 

 
Final Blessing 
 

The good and gracious God 

  grant you a glimpse of his glory. 

May his angels defend you, 
  his presence go with you, 

  his light surround you. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
  be upon you and your loved ones now and always. 

Amen. 

 
May you show God's glory wherever you may be, 

and may you always know God's blessing and God's peace. 

Amen. 
 

 

NEXT SUNDAY'S SERVICE:  10am Pentecost communion via the facebook page.   
 

 

 
   

 

 


