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Dear Friends, 
In last month's Reaching Out I wrote that I hoped that you would be 
able to take some time to just 'be', and to do something that you 
wouldn't normally do during the season of Lent.  We are all now in a 
position to just be, having been asked by our government to 'stay 
home' in order to prevent the spread of Covid-19 - or the Coronavirus, 
which although for some would cause mild symptoms, for others 
would be fatal.  
 

I am certain that it has had an impact on your lives as well as mine.  
However, I do believe that it has given many the opportunity to think 
and reflect on how they live their lives.  Many are appreciating being 
able to have time to read and pray, to garden, to take up a new hobby, 
or just to enjoy peace and quiet without the daily round of meetings 
and activities. 
 

Of course there are those who are having to work extra hard to ensure 
that we can still maintain the standard of living that we are 
accustomed to.  It has been particularly stressful for those working in 
the retail sector, and for NHS healthcare staff.  They have been on the 
frontline in the past few weeks, but there are also the 'backroom' staff, 
the administrators, the engineers, the delivery drivers, those still 
teaching the children of key workers, the list goes on.   
 

We are also discovering that it is hard not to see family and friends, 
and how important they are to living a healthy life.  We mourn the loss 
of being able to meet and chat and share what's going on in our lives.  
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Some of us have been able to do that through email, or social media.  
Others have been using the telephone a great deal more than usual.   
 

What has been most difficult for me has been the closing of our church 
buildings.  They are part of our landscape and part of my daily working 
life.  I'm sure that you miss being in them too.  I have included the 
most recent letter from our  Archbishops' below - so that you can take 
some words of encouragement from them. 
 

We will soon be celebrating Easter - the most wonderful festival in the 
Church's calendar.  The Good News is needed more now than ever.  I 
am so glad to know that I am loved by God, and take comfort from the 
fact that I have so many wonderful friends in our villages who have 
sent me good wishes and love.  I thank you all.  Jesus died for us all, 
and as we begin the journey through Holy Week next Sunday I pray 
that we will all make it a Palm Sunday to remember, through our 
devotions and prayers.  Please know that I and the ministry team are 
praying for us all, our nation and the world at this difficult time. 
 

If you know of anyone who needs help in our villages, then please 
don't hesitate to contact me.  My details are below, or you can 
message through our facebook page.  Please do keep in touch, and 
have a look at our website at www.cockfieldbenefice.com, or join our 
facebook site @cockfieldbenefice.  We'd love to hear from you! 
So stay safe, and may the Lord God protect you during these difficult 
times. 
 
With every good wish, 

 
Rev Sharon Potter 
revsharon@btinternet.com 
07825 08606 (landline currently not working!) 

mailto:revsharon@btinternet.com
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Letter from Archbishops and Diocesan Bishops of the Church of England 

to all clergy in the Church of England 

27 March 2020 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

Stay home, protect the NHS and save lives 

We are writing further to you given the rapidly changing nature of the situation in our country 

at present.  We want to thank you for the ministry you are exercising and for the creative and 

imaginative ways in which you are responding to the crisis and showing the love and care of 

Christ to the communities we serve, particularly to the most vulnerable in our society. 

As we move towards Passiontide, focussing on what Jesus did for us on the cross, more than 

ever this is brought into stark focus.  

We want to reiterate the advice we have already sent. The government is asking us to stay at 

home, protect the NHS and save lives. We call upon all our churches and church leaders, 

clergy and lay, to follow this advice.    

We are in a time of great fearfulness. The numbers of those becoming seriously ill and dying 

is increasing. It therefore remains very important that our churches remain closed for public 

worship and private prayer. The Church of England is called to model the very best practice. 

We must lead by example. Staying at home and demonstrating solidarity with the rest of the 

country at this testing time, is, we believe, the right way of helping and ministering to our 

nation. Therefore, for a season, the centre for the liturgical life of the church must be the home, 

not the church building.  

We recognise that this has its challenges. But many clergy and lay people have already started 

streaming and live streaming daily worship from their homes. Often they create prayer spaces 

or a small oratory in a room or the corner of a room. It is hugely encouraging to hear stories of 

how our prayers and loving actions are blessing our communities and reaching out beyond our 

usual congregations. Similarly it is wonderful to hear stories of innovative pastoral practice 

and spiritual care being undertaken in new ways. Thank you for this.   

Not being able to use our church buildings is, of course, a huge loss to us all. We are aware 

that for many clergy it is hard not to be able to pray and worship in their church building; and 

for many lay people, not even being able to see worship going on in their church building is 

difficult. Streaming worship from home shows that we are alongside those who are having to 

self-isolate and those who are forgoing so many other things in their lives that they used to rely 
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Lent Lunches 

We were only able to hold two of our Lent 
Lunches before Covid-19 hit, but they went 
very well.  At the first one Sam and Tamara, 
a couple from Armenia who work for Global 
Hope, spoke to us about what they do.  £125 

was raised towards their invaluable work in the community in which 
they live.  The following week £65 was raised for Christian Aid, and the 
soup was extremely good!  My thanks to those who made soup and 
rolls, helped to set up, serve and clear up afterwards.    
 

A Brave New World? 
Many of us were born not too long after the last war and we have 
memories of governments of all persuasions grappling with the 
economic and social consequences of that conflict. Apparently, we paid 
back our last debt to Canada and the USA only in 2006, so the debt 
consequences of this crisis may be not quite so profound, but will be 
very long term. Inevitably there will be a lot of navel gazing after we 
have got through this as well, but as Professor Hennessy said the other 
day, historians will look back at this period in 50/100 years’ time and 
mark it as BC and PC. (Before Corona virus and Post Corona virus.) 
 

I suspect that just like the reforming years of 1945- 1950, we may enter 
a period of profound social change in the way governments, society 
and people relate to each other. We will need health spend to rise to 
the European average of GDP, which it isn't at the moment. Lots of 
public services will need to be run and financed differently, the 
railways have been effectively nationalised, if they weren't already in 
reality and the age of the individual and looking after oneself may have 
to give way to a more communal way of doing things. A different moral 
and political philosophy may be the consequences of the ashes of this 
crisis. 
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So, in the absence of words from the pulpit, let’s have a debate about 
where we see our faith, society and this country going in the future. It 
doesn’t have to be political and neither does it have to be religious.  
The values we have and want are shared.   
What changes would you like to see? 

Steve Smith 
 

Financial Matters 
In these difficult times, especially when we are not able to hold 
services in Church, our income will decrease.  As I'm sure you are 
already aware, we rely on the kind generosity of those who come to 
our services to maintain the buildings and to pay for ministry in the 
benefice. 
 

If you feel able to give during these next few months, via cheque, cash 
or bank transfer, then please do get in touch with me or the treasurer 
of the PCC to which you wish to donate.  The treasurers are as follows: 
 

Cockfield St Peter:  Michael Swiney, tel: 01284-828652,  
   email:  michael.swiney@btinternet.com 
 

Felsham St Peter: Mike Shallow, tel: 01449-736269,  
   email: michael@felshamhall.com 
 

Gedding St Mary: Mike Shallow (as above) 
 

Bradfield St George w Lt Whelnetham St Mary:  
          Lynn Cardale, tel: 01284 386327,  
          email: lcardale@hotmail.com 
 

Bradfield St Clare:   Keith Payne, tel: 01284-386169,  
          email: kpayne22@waitrose.com 
 
If you've not considered the Parish Giving Scheme, may I recommend it 
to you!  And thank you to all those who continue to give via standing 
order or the Parish Giving Scheme.  
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Pass the Pasta, Pastor? by Richard Stainer 
‘US sales of guns and ammunition soar amid coronavirus panic buying’ 
trumpeted the Guardian headline on the 16th March. I shouldn’t have 
been surprised. It is not just language that separates us from our 
cousins across the pond. Apparently, there is real fear in the US that 
the virus could lead to greater social unrest, so all those ‘good old 
boys’ are busy tooling up in case anyone gets ‘upperty’.  According to a 
local gunshop owner there was almost no interest in hunting rifles. 
Instead, people were opting for target guns and there was a big 
demand for AR-15 semi-automatic assault-style rifles. Well, of course 
there was – what’s the point in just taking out a burglar when you 
could take out half the neighbourhood! 
 

Back in the U.K. we have cleared the shelves of loo rolls and pasta, 
which I think rightly shows where our priorities lie. We aren’t expecting 
a break down in law and order, but if we are caught with our pants 
down then at least our derriére's will be clean! As for pasta, well I 
suppose you could argue that there are links here with the Mafia, who 
always seem to be eating the stuff in films, but I think even they have 
yet to weaponise it. Personally, I haven’t panic bought pasta, but was 
pleased to note that our larder contains a considerable range of that 
commodity. We seem to have penne, spaghetti, tagliatelle, conchiglie, 
lasagne and fusilli. Ah, fusilli! Could I defend my home and family with 
a fusillade of fusilli? I think not. No, I’m afraid that if a ne’er-do-well 
attempts to terrorise our home all I will be able to do is offer him a 
vegetable lasagne and some toilet roll to use as a napkin. After a large 
helping of lasagne and a couple of glasses of wine I doubt if he’d be up 
to causing any trouble, anyway.  
 

So, thank you Italy for giving us the ingredients of peace which I shall 
enjoy tonight safe in the knowledge that any gunshots I hear will be a 
local farmer taking out a couple of pigeons. And let’s thank God for 
pasta and pastors both of which are going to keep us going in the 
coming weeks. As Frank Loesser almost wrote, ‘Praise the Lord and 
pass the pasta’. 
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Service is sadly interrupted.... 
This is the page on which our service schedule is normally published.   
Sadly, I cannot bring you a schedule of services to be held in Church for 
April, but that does not mean that the church is not worshipping. 
 

I and other members of the ministry team are saying morning and 
evening prayer daily at 9am and 5pm at home.  Some are using 
facebook to join with Bishop Martin in his livestreaming of Morning 
Prayer from his oratory in the garden at 8.30am each morning.  Bishop 
Mike will be recording some reflections during holy week, and I will 
give you details of this in the weekly pew sheet once I have them. 
 

On Palm Sunday I will be 'livestreaming' a short service from the 
Rectory in Cockfield, via the Cockfield Benefice facebook page.  You can 
reach this via the website, or by typing in @cockfieldbenefice on 
facebook.  Of course this does require to have access to a computer, 
and be a member of facebook.  For those of you who do not have 
either, I will be producing an order of service that you can follow at 
home during Palm Sunday, and I shall also have some palm crosses 
available too.  I will then also livestream a service on Easter Sunday. 
 

And even if you are unable to join in Morning or Evening Prayer, or any 
livestreaming service, you can still pray, and we can be joined together 
in spirit, if not in body! 
 

There have been many inspirational words published these last few 
weeks to encourage and support us.  For me, Jesus' words give the best 
encouragement of all.  And so I finish this month's 'Reaching Out' with 
his words from John chapter 3 verse 16: 
 

For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 
May God keep you safe and surround you with His care and protection. 
 

Revd Sharon 
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