
 
Issue 88 

June 2020 
Dear Friends, 
This month's Reaching Out does not carry our normal fundraising and 
social events adverts!  But that doesn't mean that there isn't a lot going 
on in other ways.  Our services continue every week on the Facebook 
page, and many of you are accessing these and joining in with worship.  
Thank goodness for the technology that has enabled us to continue to 
worship together albeit in our own homes. 
 

As we reach nearly 3 months of lockdown we look forward, with some 
anxiety I'm sure, to the easing of the restrictions in a phased way.  
However, I know that this doesn't mean that we will all be out and 
about, meeting and greeting each other and enjoying the fellowship 
that we all miss so much.  It means that we have to continue to think 
about how we worship, work and minister together in these strange 
times.   
 

Many parallels have been drawn in the media with other times in 
history when the nation - and the world - has faced times of crisis.  My 
thoughts turned to a book that I read some time ago about the plague 
and the village of Eyam in Derbyshire.  The book is titled 'Year of 
Wonders' by Geraldine Brooks, and is set in the Spring of 1666, when 
the Great Plague reaches the village.  The villagers decide to self- 
quarantine, and the story of the horrors that the village endures is told 
through the eyes of an eighteen year old girl.   Central to the story is 
the village church and Rector, and it is a powerful re-telling of what 
happened to many villages during the plague.  God was very much part 
of peoples' lives in those days. 
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In our time we do not face the trials faced by the people of this country 
during the Great Plague, but nevertheless our lives are under threat 
from the virus, and our way of life has been shaken to the core.  But 
what we have seen is a resurgence in people seeking something 
spiritual from the chaos that has descended upon all nations.  What we 
say is that following Jesus can offer so much more than just 
reassurance or comfort - it offers hope for a better world and a better 
way of living. 
 

As the scientists seek to provide the world with a vaccine, and we 
continue to reshape our daily activities, let us all pray that the Spirit of 
Pentecost will sweep through the world, bringing with it the burning 
desire to know Jesus.   For to know Jesus is to know Peace. 
 
Yours in Christ, 

 
Rev Sharon Potter 
revsharon@btinternet.com , 01284 828599 or 07825 086063 

 
Latest update on the opening of Church buildings 

Our Diocesan Bishop has been communicating regularly with clergy, lay 
ministers and churchwardens on the subject of opening our church 
buildings.  The latest letter from Bishop Martin informed us that our 
Churches are to remained closed for public worship until the 
Government advises the national church to the contrary.  Funeral 
services continue to be conducted in crematoria or by the graveside 
with social distancing being maintained.  Churchyards remain open, 
and the visiting of graves is permitted by families under the current 
national guidance of outdoor meetings.  We await guidance on 
whether we will be able to conduct weddings in the near future.  If 
there are any matters on the buildings that you would like to discuss 
then please do get in contact with me or a Churchwarden. 
 
 

mailto:revsharon@btinternet.com
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Ideas for my funeral 
The Coronavirus pandemic has certainly concentrated the mind on 
some of life’s more important matters. One of these is the possibility of 
an unexpected and premature death. Those of us born after WW2 
have been largely shielded from death, because of the greatly 
improved health service and increase in life expectancy. Death has 
been something to avoid at all costs; not to be talked about in polite 
company.  
 

As a result, many people have died without having discussed their 
death and funeral arrangements with members of their family or 
friends. At a time of stress, they then have to decide what their much 
loved relative would have wanted. Sometimes, members of a family 
will have sharp disagreements, adding to their distress. 

 

 A couple of years ago, I attended a seminar on funerals with the title  
“Just put me in the bin” because research had shown that this was an  
all too frequent response, when people were asked what they would 
like to happen at their funeral.  
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To address this issue, I brought back a number of helpful little booklets 
entitled “Ideas for my funeral” and Sharon and I distributed several of 
them, mainly to the elderly members of our congregation. Despite this, 
there have been some recent funerals where the family had no idea 
what ideas, if any, had been planned. In at least one, many people felt 
that the family decision was contrary to what the deceased would have 
wanted, but of course, no one knew and the family were doing their 
best.  Now is a good time to revisit the subject and we have restocked 
supplies of the booklet. Rather typically, despite urging others to write 
down their ideas, I did not follow my own advice, but I am doing so 
now. 
 

The first thing, I noticed, was that the booklet applies to church and 
secular funerals, so both Christians and humanists can jot down their 
ideas. There are some helpful suggestions, as well as plenty of space 
for your own thoughts. They don’t have to be pious. For instance under 
the heading “Arrival at the funeral” I have written that I want to be 
transported on the St George funeral bier with the brass plaque 
“Donated by the entertainment committee”. When it comes to 
readings, I have not chosen one of the more traditional ones, but have  
suggested ps49 with the verse “Those that have honour, but lack 
understanding, are like the beasts that perish”. 

 

The booklet is a living document and ideas can be added or changed 
over time. As a result, some of my thoughts have been written in 
pencil, so they can be erased. It is also helpful to jot down thoughts as 
soon as you have them. At a recent wedding, whilst waiting for the 
bride, the organist played a well-known tune from a famous musical 
which I thought would be great for my funeral. Now that I have finally 
started to write down my ideas, I am blown if I can remember what the 
tune was! 
 

Do ask Sharon or me for a copy, if you would like one. Keep it up to 
date and make sure your family or friends know where to find it.  

Much love, William 
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Our new Archbishop of York and Prayer 
Bishop Stephen Cottrell will be confirmed as the 98th Archbishop of 
York at 11.00am on Thursday 9 July 2020.  The service will be broadcast 
online due to the coronavirus restrictions.  For full details please visit 
the Church of England website at www.churchofengland.org.  
 

Bishop Stephen has written several books and I am a fan of them.  One 
of my favourites is titled 'Christ in the Wilderness - reflecting on the 
paintings by Stanley Spencer' which was published in 2012.  One of the 
paintings is of Jesus in the desert following his baptism, where he is 
praying to his Father, which is reproduced below: 
 

 
 
This picture inspired Bishop Stephen to write the following: 
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'I don't find praying easy.  On the one hand I truly believe that it is the 
most important thing I do each day.  On the other hand, finding the 
discipline to match the desire is never as straightforward as I would like 
it to be.  This is especially true when I am left to my own devices.  
 

 There always seem to be good reasons to put off praying, or, when I do 
set time aside, my mind wanders, or I gallop through words that should 
be taken slowly, gulp down without chewing what needs to be 
savoured.  I long for the intimacy and focus of prayer I see in this 
picture.  Because for Jesus, prayer seems, for the most part, to have 
been joy.....' 
 

Prayer is the bedrock of our faith.  But we all struggle with it at times, 
and it was refreshing to read a Bishop's words about the challenges 
that he sometimes faces in praying.  I think this is a beautiful book and 
worthwhile having on your bookshelf.  I thoroughly recommend it, and 
I look forward to Bishop Stephen becoming our new Archbishop of 
York. 

Revd Sharon 
 

The 'Zoom' Coffee morning is moving to once a 
month, first Thursday of the month until further 
notice.  It is hoped that after the lock down we can 
then meet once a month in person to drink coffee 

and share fellowship!  If you'd like to join the next one in July please let 
Revd Sharon know and she'll send you the link. 
 

Foodbank news 
Thank you for all the food that is coming in for 
foodbank.  Please don't stop donating - regular 
trips are made to the foodbank and all donations 
are gratefully received.  Please contact Revd 
Sharon or Richard Stainer (01284 388175) 
richard.stainer14@gmail.com for more details. 
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Reaching Out Review 
This is the 88th issue of Reaching Out - a monthly benefice magazine 
that has been bringing you a mixture of news, thoughts, opinions, 
notices etc for quite a few years now.   
 

In this time of lockdown there has been the opportunity to think about 
how we communicate with people as a church.  The rise in online ways 
of sharing faith and the activities of our Church communities has made 
us think about the role of Reaching Out for the benefice.   We know 
that one of the most useful things is the rota of services that is always 
published on the final page, but there are other ways of advertising 
what we do and who we are as a church community.    
 

So there are questions that can be asked about 
Reaching Out.  Are there ways in which it could be 
improved?  How can we recruit more contributors?  
What is it that you - the reader - would like to see in 
your benefice magazine?   Could it do with a new title 
or a complete makeover?   

 

Normally when these question are posed we get very little feedback.  
But please, we do encourage you to let us know your views.  Are you 
happy with Reaching Out as it is?  Or would you like to see change?  
Have you any suggestions/comments/questions?  Please do send them 
to Revd Sharon so that the Ministry Team can discuss where we will 
take Reaching Out next. 

 

Donations 
Thank you to those who have already sent donations to a treasurer.  We 
would be very grateful for further donations, as our income has 
significantly decreased with no services or fundraising activities.   
 

Below are the details of each of our treasurers, please contact them for 
details on donating. 
Cockfield:  Michael Swiney, email: michael.swiney@btinternet.com.  
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Bradfield St George w Lt Whelnetham:  Lynn Cardale, email: 
lcardale@hotmail.com. 
Bradfield St Clare:  Keith Payne, email: kpayne22@waitrose.com 
Felsham & Gedding:  Mike Shallow, email: michael@felshamhall.com 
 

One way of giving regularly is through the Parish Giving Scheme, where a 
direct debit to the church of your choice is set up, again, do get in touch 
with your local church treasurer for more details.  Alternatively, you 
telephone the Parish Giving Scheme Administrators directly and set up 
your direct debit.  The scheme is administered from an office in 
Gloucester.  The dedicated telephone number is:      0333 002 1271 
Lines are open Monday to Friday, between 9 – 5pm. 
You will need to have your bank account details, church/parish name and 
PGS parish code to hand.  (Cockfield = 330633230, Bradfield St George w 
Lt Whelnetham = 330633226, Felsham = 330633233, Gedding = 33063324 
and Bradfield St Clare = 330633225). You will be able to Gift Aid your 
donation, if eligible, and you will also be given the option to increase your 
giving annually, in line with inflation. 

Thank you! 

 

Rota of Services for June 2020 
To be livestreamed on the benefice facebook page - you do not have 

to be a member of facebook to access the service, just use the 
following link: 

https://www.facebook.com/cockfieldbenefice/live/ 

Sunday 7th June 
Trinity Sunday 

10am Morning Worship led by Revd Sharon 

Sunday 14th June 
Trinity 1 

10am Worshipping 
Together 

led by William 
Cardale 

Sunday 21st June 
Trinity 2 

10am Family Worship 
led by Richard 

Stainer 
Sunday 28th June 

Trinity 3 
10am Morning Worship 

with Communion 
led by Revd Sharon 

 
Please do join us every Sunday - all welcome! 
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