
Trinity 4 - Romans 7.15-25a, Matthew 11.16-19, 25-end 
 
The first thing we should do this morning is to give thanks.  Thanks for the gift of our 

churches, for all they represent, for all they point to, for simply being here.  Even the most 

hardened of iconoclasts would surely be moved by the joy that many now feel as very 

cautiously but faithfully throw open the doors and peer back inside this holy space. 

 

And what do we see?  Nothing much seems to have changed.  Our buildings are perhaps a 

little dustier, a little damper, a little more wearing on our sense of smell, but essentially they 

are unchanged. 

 

But the world outside has very definitely changed.  Over the last few months most of what 

we took for granted has been challenged and in some cases overturned and destroyed.  

There have of course been many moments of blessing and hope.  We seem to have 

rediscovered something of what it is to be community, although I fear it may be a fragile 

and transitory rediscovery.  We have shown resilience, kindness, altruism and courage.  

Some amongst us have truly been heroic, most of us have done our best and we have every 

right to be proud of that.  The Church has run foodbanks, cared for the elderly and the 

bereaved and the lonely, fought hard to keep alive the whisper of God in the midst of so 

much fear and uncertainty.  Individual clergy and laity have gone way outside their comfort 

zone and they have endeavoured with varying degrees of success to turn themselves into 

tele-evangelists, with audiences and critics, watching numbers, polling.  All of this has been 

wonderful, moving and of God.   

 

But of course much else has changed in our world.  Recent weeks have witnessed the best 

and the worst humankind has to offer.  The scourge of racism once again blights all our lives, 

democracy is once again under threat in several parts of the world including Hong Kong.  

There are still those who would deny the reality of a virus which has contributed to the 

deaths of tens of thousands here and hundreds of thousands across the world.... and of 

course there is still Brexit. 
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It would be easy therefore even on this most special of days to feel anxious about the future 

and uncertain of where God is in all of this.  What should the Church be doing?  Do we still 

have a prophetic voice or are we so much part of the warp and weft of civic life in this 

country that we can no longer make our distinctive voice heard, or even worse, have we 

nothing distinctive left to say! 

 

Turning to scripture for the answer to these questions, or for wisdom to confront the reality 

of the moment is never straightforward.  We can often only see in scripture what we want 

to see because our hearts, eyes and ears are not fully open.  We use scripture to underpin 

our prejudices or to bible-proof our anxieties.    But real encounter with scripture is 

challenging, unsettling and always life-changing. 

 

And so with today's Word.  As Paul wrote these words in the Epistle to the Romans he was 

clearly a man conflicted.  Caught between good and evil in a wilderness of temptation and 

turmoil.  Matthew appears equally conflicted.  He is angry and frustrated.  Despite all that 

has occurred disciples and new Christians are still behaving like little spoilt children - 

arguing, squabbling, one minute rejoicing, the next minute downcast.  Those who should be 

mature and offering leadership appear immune to the word of God.  Whilst even the 

children appear to grasp it's essential truth while adults fail to do so.  The world is upside 

down. 

 

And yet of course, for both Paul and Matthew, there is hope.  That goes without saying.  

There is hope - there is faith - there is redemption - salvation....there is God.  The Psalmist 

reminds us that we are a people of the Covenant, and that God will honour that 

relationship.  We are a people of the Kingdom, beloved of God, a God who is faithful, a God 

who will stoop down and lift us up when we fall. 

 

So if that is the God we follow, if that is the God we believe in and worship, why are we so 

fearful as a Church?  Why does the Church seem to have lost its voice?  Why when the 

Church speaks out does it so often seem supine and self-serving?  Why can we only follow 

the road of acquiescence and conformity?  No threat to government or the complacency of 

humankind.  Why have we lost our prophetic voice?   There would be those that would 
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argue that we haven't, and I would be happy to see the evidence to support that.  I would 

suggest that we have lost the courage and the faith to speak truth on to smugness and 

arrogance.  To speak up for the dispossessed and the unloved.  We should refuse to 

conform.   We should refuse to acquiesce.  We should rage against the machine.  We should 

be full of righteous anger. 

 

We talk of a new 'normal'.  There is no 'new' normal.  there is a new reality and we are 

called to help shape it.   

 

The Church and the Church of England is more than its buildings.  More than its synods and 

its committees, its bishops, its archdeacons, all its pomp and ceremony and all of its 

inherited tradition, and its blessed and cursed history.  It is the body of Christ on earth.  It is 

God's right hand on earth.  It is, or it should be, a taste of the Kingdom of Heaven, it is the 

vehicle upon which we travel in our journey towards salvation.  it is the realisation of the 

Kingdom here on earth.  It is all these things, and much more.  It is greater than the sum of 

all its parts.   

 

So of course I am overjoyed to be back in Church.  Even if my face doesn't say that.  The 

Church is a place of joy, of holiness and refuge.  A place where we can indeed bring our 

burdens, a place of rest, a place of peace.  We bring all these things to God here in this 

building this morning.  But it is not our call to be at peace.  In the new reality I pray that the 

Church might rediscover its evangelistic voice, its prophetic voice.  And I pray that the 

Church of England might be less concerned with the institution of Church, with its place in 

the fabric of our Government, and focus instead in on rediscovering what it truly means to 

speak truth on to apathy, truth on to fear, truth on to hopelessness, truth on to power. 

 

Amen. 

 

 


