
Sermon for thanksgiving Sunday 18th October 2020 
Luke 15.11-32 
 
My friends, and I call you this because that's what you are, you are my friends and I value 

your friendship very highly.  This has been a tough year, for all of us.  The Coronavirus has 

put us to the test.  It has put us to the test emotionally, spiritually, physically and politically.   

It has brought out the best of human behaviour - and it has brought out the worst.   

If ever God wanted to test people to find out how they would behave in a crisis, He would 

have sent us the Coronavirus. 

 

But the Coronavirus is not a deliberate act of God.  It is the result of humans and animals 

interacting, and it's spread is completely and utterly due to human activity. 

I was interested in some of the myths that have grown up around covid - and so I went on to 

the World Health Organisation's website.  It's an extremely good website and I recommend 

it to you.  Particularly the myth busting pages on the public information part of the website.  

Let me list some of the facts that are listed on those pages: 

• People should not wear masks while exercising 

• the likelihood of shoes spreading Covid-19 is very low 

• Drinking alcohol does  not protect you against Covid-19 and can be dangerous 

• Adding pepper to your soup or other meals does not prevent or cure Covid-19 

• Covid-19 is not transmitted through houseflies 

• Spraying and introducing bleach or another disinfectant into your body will not 

protect you against Covid-19 and can be dangerous 

• 5G mobile networks do not spread Covid-19 

• Exposing yourself to the sun or temperatures higher than 250C does not protect you 

from Covid-19 

• Being able to hold your breath for 10 seconds or more without coughing or feeling 

discomfort does not mean you are free of Covid-19 

• Cold weather and snow cannot kill the Covid-19 virus 

• Taking a hot bath does not prevent Covid-19 

• Hand dryers are not effective in killing the Covid-19 virus 
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• Eating garlic does not prevent Covid-19 - and I might add it does not protect you 

against vampires either  (that was a joke by the way) 

 

What we actually need in society now is a vaccine - and this will take some time.  In the 

meantime we are going to have to live with the restrictions that have been put into law in 

our country - and we're going to have to respect those laws if we wish to reduce the spread 

of the infection and protect people from severe illness - and of course death from this 

disease. 

 

It has been a stark reminder to us all of how we are reliant upon each other for all that we 

need.  We cannot survive alone.  We need the support and skills of everyone in order to not 

only live, but to flourish as human beings, as communities, as a society. 

 

So what has this to do with our thanksgiving Sunday?   

It has everything to do with it.  The reading I chose for today was slightly different to the 

many suggested from Luke's gospel - which more than the other three gospels picks up 

themes of money and generosity.  But more of that in a moment. 

 

Today is about saying thank you.  Thank you to all of you who are here today, and those of 

you watching at home, thank you for your generosity to your local churches, thank you for 

the time that you give.  Be it in whatever way you give it.  Be that as a cleaner, refreshment 

maker, organiser of fundraising, member of a PCC, Churchwarden, Treasurer, Secretary, 

music maker, intercessor or reader at services, preacher, teacher, or whatever else it is that 

you do in our benefice.   And thank you for your prayers.  I ask for them on a regular basis, 

for people and for situations.  Prayer underpins all that we do in the benefice, it is the 

lifeblood of the church, and will continue to be so. 

 

And thank you for the money that you give.  However you give it, through the plate, through 

the Parish Giving Scheme, through standing order, through one-off donations.  Thank you 

for the regular and sustained giving that has achieved so much in our benefice.   

As I wrote in the introduction to this service today, living costs, and the Church is alive, 

because is us, it is the body of Christ in this place.  Yes, we have the cost of the buildings to 
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bear, but we do that because they are the places that are sacred to us.  They have 

witnessed over centuries the moments in people's lives that are significant.  The baptisms, 

the weddings, the funerals, the times of celebration, and the times of remembrance.  We 

are about to enter a time of remembrance in our Church life, across the nation we will 

remember those who have gone before us, our friends, our relatives, and those that we did 

not know who have fought for our freedom. 

 

And these buildings have also sustained worship over many centuries.  Yes, there are those 

in our nation who think that they have gone past their sell-by date.  They are cold and 

draughty in the winter, they are expensive to repair, they are not the most comfortable of 

places to sit.   But they are simply beautiful, and if we can work to enhance that beauty, and 

help others to discover that beauty and to praise God for it, then who knows what might 

happen to those who enter our buildings.  The Holy Spirit is always at work among us, and 

our actions and our words can help to bring about transformation in our communities.  

Perhaps not in a dramatic way, but in those small and unnoticed ways that means the 

mission of Jesus on earth continues.  The recent kitchen and toilet installation at Bradfield St 

George is an example of this, yes it cost a good deal of money, but it has transformed the 

building, and will be a huge asset for the future of that church.  I'm not saying that we have 

to rush out and install a toilet and kitchen at Lt Whelnetham, Gedding and Bradfield St Clare 

- what I'm saying is that we, as the custodians of these buildings need to discern what it is 

that we can do within our resources to bring about their active use within our communities. 

For they are the visible part of our benefice - the bit that others outside our worshipping 

communities see - and look to at significant times in their lives, and in the life of the nation. 

 

They represent the love that we want to show God, our love for him, our worship, our 

praise, our thanksgiving, to a generous God.    For there is no doubt that God is utterly and 

completely generous to us all.   And Jesus demonstrated that love in the most extreme way - 

by losing his life for us.   The story of the prodigal son that you heard this morning teaches 

us more about the generosity of God. 
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When we were children we understood very quickly the concept of fairness and justice.  Not 

for others of course, but for ourselves.  If we saw our siblings receive something that we did 

not have - we felt that it was unfair, and that we deserved to have that something too. 

 

Unfortunately this trait continues into our adulthood, and this is perfectly demonstrated in 

our gospel reading today.  Here we have the familiar story of a boy who grows up in a very 

rich household where he wants to for nothing, and yet he wants more of it.  He wants to 

indulge in high living, to taste the pleasures that he's heard about but can't get at under his 

father's roof.  And so he hits on a plan to pester his father for his inheritance before his 

father's death, and he knows that he will get what he wants, because he always does when 

it comes to his dear old dad.  And so he sets off with this mass of wealth, and he enjoys 

spending it - down to the last penny.  And what he is left with is - well, nothing.  And he 

quickly realises that you cannot live on nothing - and he ends up eating the swine food - a 

complete disaster for a Jew. 

The one good decision he makes is to go back to his father to ask if he can be employed as a 

servant there.   

 

Now whilst this has been going on, the father and his older brother go about their business.  

Of course the father misses his younger son dreadfully.  He aches with the loss of this son, 

whom he has indulged.  He does not regret his decision to give him the inheritance, but he 

would dearly love to see his son again before he dies.  The older brother - well, he's 

probably thinking 'good riddance to bad rubbish'.   

 

And then one day it all changes again.  The younger son returns, and instead of scolding and 

banishing to the servant's quarters, the father welcomes him home with open arms, he calls 

out for the best clothes for his son, and for the finest food, and a party to be thrown in 

honour of this wonderful moment. 

 

The older son isn't too enamoured of this - but as his father explains, he has always been 

there for him, he only has to ask. 
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What does this parable speak of?  It speaks of generosity and love.  Pure and utter 

generosity and love. 

 

The Father in the parable was completely generous - open hearted, forgiving and ready to 

share whatever he had with those that he loved.  It represents the generosity of God - a 

heart that is overflowing with love and goodness, which is at the heart of our gospel.   

 

And we too, are called to be generous.  To open our hearts, and our wallets, as we face an 

uncertain future in these covid times.   It's not looking great on the financial front for the 

Church in Suffolk - and indeed the Church nationally.  We are just about managing here in 

the benefice, we have had some very generous donations towards some of our parishes in 

order to pay the bills.  But there are challenges ahead, both as a diocese and as a benefice. 

 

Our diocese is predicting a 1.9 million shortfall this year.  It has successfully bid for some 

extra funding from the Church Commissioners and has received £600,000.  But this still 

leaves a £1.3 million shortfall.  Our bishops have written to us to ask for an appeal for 

money to go out across the diocese.  Because quite frankly, if we don't appeal, then the 

diocese will not be viable in the next few years, and this ultimately effects clergy on the 

ground. 

 

As Bishop Martin says in his letter, 'these are extraordinary circumstances, and we are all 

called to take responsibility for the flourishing of the Church's ministry and mission.  If ever 

there was a rainy day, this is it, and so we appeal to you and to every person who is involved 

with the church locally to consider whether this year you might increase your giving.  We 

ourselves as bishops have done so, and indeed are holding each other to account for doing 

so.' 

 

My friends, I am not wishing to put us all on a guilt trip.  I am simply asking you to consider 

the bishop's plea, and one from myself, to consider how much more you could regularly give 

to your parish church.  I myself am committing to increasing my giving to each church in our 

benefice, for I have been blessed by a generous God, who has always provided for my 

needs, and I know it is my duty as a Christian to share with others what I have, and I have 
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simply done this for the whole of my life as a practising member of the Church of England.  I 

make what I give to the Church a priority, I did so as a lay person, and I now do so as a 

priest. 

 

So, in line with our bishops who pledged the amount they are giving at Diocesan Synod two 

weeks ago, I am pledging to increase my giving from £125 a month to £150 a month.  Which 

with gift aid amounts to £2,250 per year.  I am also returning the £500 of expenses that I 

have received from the benefice for the last quarter, which can also be gift aided, as my 

extra contribution to this year's income. 

 

As I sat down to think about this sermon, and the way in which I can give to our benefice, 

the prodigal son came into my mind, as one of the powerful parables that Jesus told, which 

demonstrates generosity - not only financially, but in love - from the heart.  Yes, we can be 

frugal, we can save what we have for the future, but the future really is now, the future is 

here, the future is what we make it.   May I urge you to leave something in the plate at the 

end of this service - marking your envelope if you use one to gift aid which church you 

would like it to go to.  If you're at home and would like to talk about your giving, please 

contact me or your local PCC treasurer.   

 

So thank you, thank you for listening, for being here, for participating in God's love in this 

place.  And I will end with a prayer that Bishop Martin has asked us to include at all our 

services from now until All Saints Day, so let us pray: 

 

Loving God, you are always with us, and give us all we need to be your Church in Suffolk.  

Help us, we pray, to give as we have received: abundantly, generously, and joyfully, that our 

worship and our service may bear witness to your Kingdom of unfailing love.  In the name of 

your Son who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 

 

  


