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Happy Easter to you all! 
 

Lent and Holy Week has been very strange this year.  As we continue to 
hear about the number of Covid-19 vaccinations being received across our 
nation and we see a glimpse of light ahead, we have observed Lent each 
Sunday – and through Holy Week – via our laptop/desktop/tablet/phone 
screens.  Through this last year we have become used to seeing our 
services online alongside periods of being in church and attempting to 
livestream!   
 

Some of us are now more technically savvy than we were at the beginning 
of the pandemic.  Some of us have bought new equipment.  Some of us 
have been singing to a screen or playing an instrument.  Some of us have 
learnt how to use the facebook messenger service, and the emoji’s 😇 that 
come with facebook.  It has been a huge learning curve for us all.   
 

I would like to say a huge ‘thank you’ to all of you, for listening to, 
watching, participating in, commenting on, encouraging and praying for all 
the worship that has been conducted over the past 12 months.  I am also 
most grateful to the rest of the ministry team as they have shared the 
pain, and the glory, of worshipping online together as best as we have 
been able.  There have also been others involved in the journey, and I 
thank them too. 
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Life is uncertain.  But then it always has been.  We cannot (nor would we 
wish to) predict where life will lead us.  The disciples had no idea of the 
end of the story of Jesus of Nazareth.  After Good Friday they would not 
have been blamed for thinking that it had all been a complete disaster, for 
look where it had ended, with Jesus’ death, and a death that was reserved 
for common criminals. 
 

For some, the whole experience of the pandemic seems like a prolonged 
‘holy Saturday’, the in-between time in the tomb after Jesus’ death and 
before his resurrection.  Waiting in the darkness for the light to come.  As 
we all know, the light did come, and what a light!  Jesus’ return from 
death was so unexpected, so spectacular, so incredible, that it took some 
a bit longer than others to take it in and to fully believe.   
 

This is true of us today.  I have met some who do not believe that the 
vaccine will protect us from Covid-19.  The stories that are being 
circulated on social media do not help.  I believe that the vaccine can, and 
will protect us, and that there will in time be vaccines to keep us safe from 
the new variants of the disease. 
 

Our God has been with us throughout all this time.  God has been sharing 
our sorrows as we mourn for those who have been lost to us throughout 
the pandemic, and has been carrying us through the really difficult times 
when we have felt hopeless and helpless.  I hope that as we celebrate the 
dawning of Easter once again, we will be able to give thanks to a God who 
really knows what it is like to be human.  May I finish with some words 
from that wonderful hymn by Samuel Crossman: 
 

    ‘My song is love unknown, my Saviour’s love to me, 
     Love to the loveless shown that they might lovely be. 
     O who am I, that for my sake, my Lord should take frail flesh and die?’ 
 

Who are we?  We are God’s people, loved by Jesus and anointed through 
the Holy Spirit.  He is risen: he is risen indeed. 
 

Yours in Christ 
 

Sharon 
 

Rev Canon Sharon Potter, 
 revsharon2@gmail.com 01284 828599 or 07825 086063 
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Bradfield St George Churchyard 
IP30 0DH 

Children’s Easter Story Trail 
Free Easter holiday activity 

for the whole family 
All day every day from  
14 March until 4th April 
Small prize for finishing.  

 
 

Don’t forget to socially 
distance!  

Contact Lynn 01284 386 327 for 
more information or just go 

along to the churchyard! 
 

 
 

Net Zero Carbon 
I spent Saturday morning this week, attending Diocesan Synod, 

something I had not done before. It was ably 
chaired, by Sharon and to my surprise it 

was a lot more interesting than I 
expected, with reports on Lightwave 
and Inspiring Ipswich and a debate 

about ‘Being Political’. The latter was 
in response to a report by a team 

headed by Tony Redman looking at the 
ways the Church can engage politically 

and influence decision makers to 
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improve people’s lives. I was at Synod for that very purpose, to give 
notice that I would be bringing before Synod a motion formed by the 
net zero carbon working group to enable the diocese to be net zero 

carbon by 2030 in line with the rest of the Church of England.  
As some of you may know I was asked by our bishops to scope a way 
forward to NZC by 2030 in the diocese. The motion, if passed by synod 
will be the starting point for parishes to move towards NZC. Having 
said that many have already started, including some of our own in the 
benefice. Obviously, it is going to be a slow and at times expensive 
business as we look to change heating systems, plant trees, move to 
LED light bulbs and so on. However, the church has to show a lead on 
this as General Synod recognised last year. We can all do our bit to 
ensure that God’s Creation is restored to something like he intended it 
to be. As Bishop James Jones put it recently, “Very simply desecrating 
God’s Creation is to undo God’s creative work in, through and for 
Christ and it is nothing short of blasphemy. Yes, it’s a crime against 
humanity and future generations but it is also an act, not just of 
defiance, but of rebellion against God’s creative purposes.” I hope we 
can all say, ‘Amen’ to that. 
 

Rev Richard Stainer 
Lent Study on sharing our faith  
During Lent I have been following the daily “Live Lent Reflections” 
published by the Church of England. Each day there is a Bible passage, a 
reflection and a prayer, with a separate theme for each week. Two of 
these are related, sharing our faith and, secondly, communicating with 
others. Easter is a prime time to share our faith; we have the Resurrection 
to celebrate, and the start of spring encourages us to get out. However, 
we all need a bit of encouragement to do so, and the Lent Reflections 
certainly encouraged me.  
 

In an early reflection, the writer explained St Paul’s message that if we 
have truly understood the love of Christ for us, we will feel compelled to 
share that love with others, in word and deed. This message is found in 2 
Corinthians 5.14-15: 
 

For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for 
all, and therefore all died.  
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Jesus died for all, including us, and this is what we should want to share.  
 

The writer goes on to quote Pope Francis who wrote that the primary 
reason for evangelising is the love of Jesus, that we have received. Pope 
Francis challenges us to pray that Jesus will once more touch our hearts “if 
we do not feel an intense desire to share this love”.  In other words we 
can’t go out and share God’s love if we don’t feel it ourselves, so we 
should pray to get our first love back. Our love will then overflow to those 
around us.  
 

Later reflections expand on this and offer some good advice for those of 
us who are still unsure about sharing our faith. Many of these are based 
on Jesus’s teaching and extracts from Bible passages.   In his first letter, St 
Peter tells his readers to be ready to explain their hope as a believer in a 
“gentle and respectful way”. If we have carefully prepared our story 
beforehand, it is easier to share it in a gentle and reflective way. Those of 
us who listened to Rev Richard’s story at the Cathedral will have heard a 
good example of this.  
 

There is a lot in the New Testament about the need for both words and 
actions if listeners are prepared to give us a hearing. In a reflection on a 
passage from Paul’s first letter to the Thessolonians, the commentator 
writes that our story becomes more authentic to people when they see 
that it really does impact on our lives. Faith and good deeds go hand in 
hand. The difficulty is sometimes getting the balance right!  
 

One of Jesus’s well-known sayings is that “The harvest is plentiful, but the 
labourers are few.” He said this at a time when he had compassion on the 
crowds because they were “like sheep without a shepherd”. If we are to 
be good harvest labourers, sharing our faith should be an expression of 
love and compassion.  
 

The final reflection, I would like to 
share, comes from the passage on 
the healing of “Blind Bartimaeus”. It 
was obvious that Bartimaeus 
needed to get his sight back and 
Jesus was on an important journey. 
It would have been quick and easy 
to have just healed him. However, Jesus spent time and engaged him in 
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conversation. He did not assume what Bartimaeus wanted, but gently 
asked him and listened to the reply.  
 

In our busy lives are we too quick to speak and act; too slow to ask and 
listen? When sharing our faith, we need to listen first and only if we 
believe the other person wants to hear our story, should we subject them 
to it.  
 

I would like to conclude with a prayer from the series: 
Loving Lord, please fill us with your love to such an extent that it overflows 
from us and touches other people, drawing them to you. Help us to tell the 
story of your love and goodness through the way we live as well as in the 
words we say. Amen. 
 

Wiliam Cardale 
 
 

 
The Cockfield St Peter's plant stall is re-opening 
on Saturday 24 April at Northside, Cockfield. 
There will be plants, books, preserves, a raffle and 
maybe even coffee and a home-made biscuit. 
(Donations of books welcome) 
 

 
Advanced Notice: Open Garden at West Lodge, Bradfield St George 
on 3rd July.  Put it in your diary!  (Covid regulations permitting). 
 

 
The Old Dairy at West Lodge, Bradfield St George is available for 
holidays from 10 June. Sleeps 6. More details from Lynn Cardale 

01284 386 327 or lcardale@hotmail.com 
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When I made up the Messy Church 
Christmas bags I thought it would be a one off! How wrong I was. Here we are at Easter 

and 17 children’s bags and 11 older children/ teenagers bags have just gone out to a total 
of 30 children and 11 older ones! We have gained some new families since Christmas 
which is wonderful and something that I certainly didn’t anticipate happening at the 

moment. 

We were overwhelmed by the donations that came in for these bags and so were able to 
fill them up with lots of good quality and creative activities to convey 

the Easter message.  

The younger children’s included making a cardboard 
donkey with wooden clothes pegs as legs, a kit to 

create an Easter garden (complete with grass seed 
and soil), woven crosses, palm crosses to make, (although I suspect that 

this may be more of an adult activity as its quite complicated!) a ‘Holy 
Week story wheel’, some biscuit dough and a cross 
shaped cutter to make Easter biscuits along with a 
book ‘Easter Family Time” by the founder of the 
Messy Church organisation. The older ones had a 

journal and pen, a with suggestions of what to put 
in it, a copy of Mark’s gospel, a ’Colours of Faith’ keyring kit’ some bread 

mix (re the last supper) and a kit for making their own wooden cross.   

The Seriously Surprisingly Story  

A copy of this children’s book, that follows in the footsteps 
of Jesus’ followers as they travel from Jerusalem to 

Emmaus and get talking to someone who gives them the 
biggest surprise of all, was included in the bags and was 

also given to every family in CATEY and Cockfield Primary 
School  as a follow up to the books given at Christmas. 

From Christine and the Messy Church team 

The bags ready to go 

Journal and Mark’s gospel 

Cross kits  

Easter garden kit 

The books included in the 
children's bags 

in a bag! 

The donkey with 
peg legs! 
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Cockfield Benefice Services – April 2021 
please see website for up-to-date information  

All services are conducted in line with the coronavirus guidance 
issued by the Church of England, for more information visit 

https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/coronavirus-covid-19-
guidance 

 
 

All 10am services will be made available on the benefice facebook 
page  

https://www.facebook.com/cockfieldbenefice 
Services marked with * are available via zoom link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7957788617 
 

1st April - Maundy Thursday* 
 

7pm Communion - online 
 

 

2nd April - Good Friday* 
 

2pm Good Friday reflections - 
online 
 

 

4th April - Easter Day 
 

 

10am Communion - Cockfield 

 

11th April – Easter 2 
 

10am Morning Prayer – Cockfield 
 

 

18th April – Easter 3 
 

 

10am Communion - Cockfield 
 

25th April – Easter 4 
 

10am Worshipping Together - 
Bradfield St George 
 

 

A service of Celtic Morning Prayer is held every Tuesday at Cockfield 
at 9am 

Please note these services may be subject to change – for up-to-date 
service times see the benefice website at 

www.cockfieldbenefice.com 


