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Welcome and Notices 
 
Call to worship 
 

Group A: O sing to the Lord a new song  
Group B: sing to the Lord, all the Earth.  
Group A: Sing to the Lord, bless his name;  
Group B: tell of his salvation from day to day. 
Group A: Declare his glory among the nations  
Group B: his marvellous works among all the peoples.  
All: For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised. 
 
Hymn: Sing for God’s glory 
 

1 Sing for God’s glory  
that colours the dawn of creation, 
racing across the sky, 
trailing bright clouds of elation; 
sun of delight 
succeeds the velvet of night, 
warming the Earth’s exultation 
 
 
3 Sing for God’s justice 
disturbing each easy illusion, 
breaking down barriers, 
and putting our pride to confusion; 
lifeblood of right, 
resisting evil and slight, 
offering freedom’s transfusion. 

2 Sing for God’s power 
that shatters the chains that would bind 
us, 
searing the darkness of 
fear and despair that could blind us, 
touching our shame 
with love that will not lay blame, 
reaching out gently to find us. 
 
4 Sing for God’s saints who 
have travelled faith’s journey before us, 
who in our weariness 
give us their hope to restore us; 
in them we see 
the new creation to be, 
spirit of love made flesh for us 
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Prayer of Approach 
Reader 1: Come and celebrate our common home 
All: we gather with the family of humanity. 
Reader 2: With the mountains, islands and deserts 
All: we honour the glory of God in creation. 
Reader 1: With the lakes, rivers and seas 
All: we come to the source of living water. 
Reader 2: With the land, its soil, seeds and sustenance 
All: we give thanks for God’s generous provision. 
Reader 1: With the forests of great trees, the lungs of the planet 
All: we will sing with joy and clap our hands. 
Reader 2: We join with the whole of creation, inspired by those 
who have gone before and the prophetic voices of today  
All: We dare to praise and pray for another possible 
world.  
Reader 1: To the glory of God,  
All: Amen.  
 
Reading: Psalm 96:11-13 
Let the heavens be glad, 
and let the earth rejoice; 
let the sea roar, and all that fills it; 
let the field exult, and everything in it. 
Then shall all the trees of the forest 
sing for joy before the Lord; 
for he is coming, 
for he is coming to judge the earth. 
He will judge the world with righteousness, 
and the peoples with his truth. 
 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
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Prayer of Lament 
O God, the heavens are not glad, 
the Earth does not rejoice 
warming gases fill the atmosphere 
pollution turns clean air foul 
climate breakdown wreaks havoc. 
The sea roars with the grief 
of all the plastic that fills it 
of the destruction of coral reef. 
The fields exclaim despair 
for delayed rains and prolonged drought 
for species extinction on a daily basis. 
No song of joy rings out 
from the trees of the forest 
decimated by forest fires. 
How long O God, how long 
until your justice comes 
for all your creatures 
and the Earth? 
In you we put our trust. 
Amen 
 
We say sorry to God 
 

Reader 1   
For the beauty of the Earth 
desecrated by pollution  
extinguished by forest fires  
choked by plastic waste 
Christ, our God, to you we 
plead  
forgive us for systemic greed. 
 

Reader 2   
For the urgency of this hour 
ignored by apathy or  
procrastination 
wasted by ineffective decisions  
denied by economic interests  
Christ, our God and Saviour, 
forgive us for selfish  
short-term behaviour. 
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Reader 3   
For the joy of human love 
fractured by forced migration  
crushed by bereavement 
lost to typhoons, floods, 
starvation  
Christ, our God, bringer of 
justice  
forgive us for this climate crisis. 
 

All  God you know us. 
You know that we can be  
loving and kind; 
and you know that sometimes  
we get things wrong. 
We’re sorry for the times we  
hurt other people, 
forget to listen to you 
and don’t bother to take care  
of your world. 
 

All  God forgive us 
Jesus bless us 
God’s spirit help us to grow in love 
Amen. 
 
We say what we believe 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried, 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again, 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
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Old Testament Reading: Micah 6.1-9 
 

Reader 1  
Listen my people. 
I need to talk with you.  
I have questions. 
I need answers. 
I have cared for you. 
I rescued you from slavery.  
I gave you wise leaders,  
both women and men. 
You need to remember the stories  
of who I am 
and what I have done. 
Listen my people. 
I am talking to those of you who  
live in the countryside. 
I am questioning those of you who  
live in cities and towns. 
 

Reader 2  
What have I done to you? 
How have I wearied you? 
Speak, the mountains are listening  
to you. 
The Earth is waiting to hear your 
voice. 
What can I do? 
What can I bring to God?  
What does God want of me?  
What will keep God happy? 
What will keep God off my back? 
Would God be impressed with  
barrels and barrels of olive oil?  
Would God be satisfied with  
thousands of animals from my flocks? 
Perhaps my riches are not enough? 
Should I offer to God  
the life of my precious first-born 
child? 
 

Reader 3  
Listen mortal. 
Listen to what God says. 
Look carefully at how God acts.  
Remember the stories of what  
God has done. 
God has shown you clearly  
what is bad 
and what is good. 
You are to do justice to act fairly.  
Do justice in the home and in the  
street and in the marketplace. 
 

Do justice in your community.  
Work with others to do justice  
globally. 
Do justice with strangers and  
friends and family alike. 
You are to love kindness.  
You are to be generous. 
You are to share your resources  
and share them with a smile. 
You are to care for those in need. 
You are to walk humbly with God.  
No pretence, no bluster. 
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You are to walk wisely and  
purposefully. 
You are to pray and wonder.  
You are to respect the Earth.  
You are to experience and learn  
who God is 
and what God is about. 
 

Listen up mortal. 
God has told you what is good.  
So do it. 
Do justice.  
Love kindness. 
Walk humbly with your God 

 

Hymn: For the Beauty of the Earth 
 

1 For the beauty of the earth  
For the beauty of the skies,  
For the love which from our birth  
Over and around us lies.  
Lord of all, to Thee we raise,  
This our sacrifice of praise. 

 
3 For the joy of human love, 
Brother, sister, parent, child,  
Friends on earth and friends above 
For all gentle thoughts and mild. 
Lord of all, to Thee we raise,  
This our sacrifice of praise 
 

2 For the beauty of each hour, 
Of the day and of the night,  
Hill and vale, and tree and flower,  
Sun and moon, and stars of light.  
Lord of all, to Thee we raise,  
This our sacrifice of praise.  
 
4 For each perfect gift of Thine,  
To our race so freely given,  
Graces human and divine,  
Flowers of earth and buds of Heaven.  
Lord of all, to Thee we raise,  
This our sacrifice of praise 
 

 

Gospel Reading: John 15.9-17 
9 I have loved you, just as my Father has loved me. So remain 
faithful to my love for you. 10 If you obey me, I will keep loving you, 
just as my Father keeps loving me, because I have obeyed him. 
11 I have told you this to make you as completely happy as I 
am. 12 Now I tell you to love each other, as I have loved you. 13 The 
greatest way to show love for friends is to die for them. 14 And you 
are my friends, if you obey me. 15 Servants don’t know what their 
master is doing, and so I don’t speak to you as my servants. I speak 
to you as my friends, and I have told you everything that my Father 
has told me. 
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16 You did not choose me. I chose you and sent you out to produce 
fruit, the kind of fruit that will last. Then my Father will give you 
whatever you ask for in my name.[a] 17 So I command you to love 
each other. 
 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon 
 
Prayers 
 

Reader 1 
God of abundant life, 
we see your goodness all around us 
and  
we thank you for every part of it; 
from the plants and animals which 
play  
their part in complex ecosystems, 
to the dry deserts and stormy seas 
which  
test the limits of life. 
We pray that in this time of climate  
crisis and ecological emergency,  
you may help us to rediscover your 
love of creation and to reflect that in  
our own lives. 
God, in your mercy 
hear our prayer 
 

Reader 2 
God who speaks through unexpected 
people, 
We thank you for contemporary  
prophets who are challenging us to  
act on climate change; 
for indigenous people and their  
invaluable knowledge of the land  
and sea where they live, 
for scientists dedicating their careers  
to warning us about changes to the 
planet, 
and for young people striking for  
their future. 
We pray that you will help those in 
power  
to hear their prophetic voices. 
Help them to see beyond short-term  
political priorities and business plans.  
and give them wisdom and courage  
when they face difficult decisions. 
God, in your mercy 
hear our prayer. 
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Reader 3 
God of second chances, 
we recognise the damage we have 
done to the Earth 
and the injustice we see in society 
every day, 
all of it fuelled by worship of profit 
and possessions. 
We pray for the coming of a better 
world with  
justice, kindness and humility at its 
heart. 
We ask that you guide us to be 
co-creators of this new world.  
 

Give us confidence to follow the 
prophetic voices 
to stand against injustice to people 
and to planet. 
So that together,  
in your strength, 
we stop this climate crisis. 
God, in your mercy 
hear our prayer 
 
We ask all this in the name of your 
Son, 
Jesus Christ, who taught us to pray 
together: 
 

 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever. 
Amen 
 
Blessing 
May God bless us with wonder at creation’s glory. 
May God bless us with fury at creation’s spoiling.  
May God bless us with courage at this critical hour. 
And may the blessing of God, Father,  
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Son and Holy Spirit, rest upon us and  
on all creation, 
this day and for the future to come.  
Amen 
 
Hymn: You shall go out with joy 
 

You shall go out with joy and be led forth with peace, 
And the mountains and the hills will break forth before you. 
There'll be shouts of joy and the trees of the fields 
shall clap, shall clap their hands. 
 

And the trees of the fields shall clap their hands, 
And the trees of the fields shall clap their hands, 
And the trees of the fields shall clap their hands, 
And you’ll go out with joy. 
 
 

Words for hymns reproduced under licence 1979146 
Parts of the service © Christian Aid 2021 

 
Many of us here in the Cockfield Benefice are 
both joyful and relieved that we have 
received at least one if not two doses of the 
Covid vaccine. However, as we hear in the 
news every day, there are many communities 
around the world who are suffering because 
they don't have access to vaccines and many 
of them lack the basics they need to protect 
themselves like clean water for 

handwashing.  As you or a family member is vaccinated, please give to 
help protect those who don't have access to vaccines or protection from 
this deadly disease.  (you can use the QR code above). All donations will 
support Christian Aid's response to the coronavirus pandemic in affected 
communities around the world. You can read what Bishop Mike has to 
say about the appeal and donate 
at https://giving.tapsimple.org/online/christian-aid/giving-thanks-for-our-
vaccines-in-the-diocese-of-st-edmundsbury-an 
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If you have any questions then do please contact Rev. Richard on 01284 
388175 
 

For your own prayers in the coming week 
 

A personal prayer: 
Just as I am, with the love I have,  
with the love of you I know,  
so guide me, God, in all I do and in all I am,  
to bear fruit for you. Amen 
 

Praying for the world: 
• for Jerusalem following clashes at Al-Aqsa Mosque, that tensions will 

relax and peace be restored 
• for the Philippines as the country struggles with a Covid surge, and 

for India that continues to struggle too 
• that those elected this week in the UK will work for the good of the 

communities they are serving 
 

Praying in our diocese: 
• Gipping Valley Deanery: Combs and Finborough: the Revd Canon 

Pauline Higham 
• The Deaf Church and the Revd Penny Brinkley, chaplain 
• As we look towards a future after the Covid pandemic we pray that 

we will rebuild a world which is greener and fairer to all. Pray for a 
recovery which will not harm God’s Creation and which will result in 
a fairer distribution of resources. 

 

Praying in our benefice, we pray for: 
• Cockfield PCC and Bradfield St Clare PCCs meeting this week 
• all those standing for election as Churchwarden at our APCM on 26th 

May at Cockfield Church 
• those who are sick or recovering from illness:  Margaret Ratcliff, 

Henry Ford and David Williams 
• Rev Richard Stainer and Helen Grover preparing for ordination 
 

‘Thy Kingdom Come’ 
This annual international prayer event takes place from 13th – 23rd May 
(more info at Thy Kingdom Come | Thy Kingdom Come.). We’d love 
everyone in the Cockfield Benefice to be involved too!  To inspire us, 
we’ve bought lots of printed copies of a Prayer Journal produced by 
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Stephen Cottrell, Archbishop of York. Hard copies are available in 
Cockfield Church but we’d be very happy to deliver copies to anyone.  
Please let Sharon, Richard or Malcolm know.   There will be a special 
‘Thy Kingdom Come’ prayer group meeting on Wednesday 19th May at 
2pm.  The prayer group meets every Wednesday at 2pm-2.30pm on 
zoom, using this link: 
  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86736217904?pwd=Y2VGK0UvQlpkZH
FzTFE4NkE4bHFxQT09 
 

Notices 
Don’t forget the Benefice Annual Parochial Church Meeting which 
takes place on Wednesday 26th May at Cockfield Church.  Do come 
along and support your local Church, and even better, stand for election 
to the PCC!  If you’d like a copy of your PCC’s accounts then please do 
let me know.  For those of you who would like a copy of Cockfield’s 
accounts prior to the meeting by email, please let Mike Swiney know at 
michael.swiney@btinternet.com  
 

If you’d like a ‘tea box’ to be delivered to your door by Christine Stainer 
during Christian Aid week (10-16 May) then please contact her by phone 
01284 388175 or email christinestainer57@gmail.com.  The box will cost 
you a minimum £10 donation in aid of Christian Aid, and consists of 
sandwiches, homemade scones and a selection of fairtrade biscuits, cakes 
and a fairtrade teabag.   
 

We are very pleased to announce the return of the Cockfield St Peter’s 
Summer Lunch, Saturday 17th July 2021 at The Old Rectory, 
Cockfield.  Tickets £17.50 from Norman Kelly 01284 828904,  
Dave Smith 01284 828239 and Mike Swiney 01284 828652. 
 

Next week’s service 
Sunday 16th May - Easter 7 

Family Service at Cockfield Church at 10am and on facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/cockfieldbenefice/live/ 

 

If you have any notices or news for the weekly service/pew sheet, or for 
the monthly issue of ‘Reaching Out’, then please do contact Canon 
Sharon at revsharon2@gmail.com or telephone 01284 828599 or 07825 
086063.  For details on all our services visit the Benefice website at 
www.cockfieldbenefice.com and visit our facebook page 


